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New to the SCA? 

 The Society for Creative Anachronism is an international organization dedicated 

to  researching and re-creating the arts and skills of pre-17th-century Europe. Our “Known 

World” consists of 20 kingdoms, with over 30,000 members residing in countries around 

the world. Members, dressed in clothing of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, attend events 

which feature tournaments, royal courts, feasts, dancing, various classes & workshops, and 

more. 

How to Get Started 

 Getting Started in the SCA can be a little daunting– but it’s not as overwhelming 

as it seems! All you have to do is come out to an event or contact our local Chatelaine 

(chatelaine@btysca.org). The Chatelaine’s job is to help you navigate through the SCA! 

Remember, you are not required to dress up to show up to your first event! The Chatelaine 

has loaner garb until you can get your own, and if you join us at Fighter Practice or another 

event many helpful people will be there to welcome you and answer any questions! 

More Information 

For more information check out the Baronial Website, SCA Website, and the New Mem-

ber’s Guide below. Hope to see you around! 

Baronial Website: http://www.btysca.org/  

SCA Website: http://www.sca.org/ 

New Member’s Guide: http://www.sca.org/officers/chatelain/pdf/NewcomersGuidePages-

hi.pdf 
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Hail and Well Met Tir Ysgithr! 

Here we are on the threshold of what we expect to be a fabulous tenure as your Baron and 

Baroness. We are greatly pleased and humbled by all of your support and your efforts. A 

Barony is only as solid as its members and we find our Barony is mighty strong indeed! We 

look forward to great times with all of you, our populace. 

Thank you to every one of you for your part in making Great Helm/Guard and our Investi-

ture a truly memorable and great event. We are amazed and appreciative of the fighters, mar-

shals, water bearers, lists and all of you who came out for the tourneys and for braving the 

unusually hot days. We are proud of our new Captains and their Guards. Our thanks also go 

to our friends and family who came from near and far, and especially those of our predeces-

sors who came to help us recognize our desire to share with all the noble lineage of our Baro-

ny. 

The Investiture and feast hall were magnificent! The considerable effort put forth by the 

Event Stewards and their staff was truly evident. The food was fabulous. The décor was 

amazing. The entertainments were stunning. Our thanks to everyone who helped make the 

evening one to be forever cherished by us. 

But lo! We have many exciting doings ahead of us! The hideous and coveted Gawdawful 

Grail, and its brethren tableware, the Gaudy Goblet and the Ghastly Glass, all seek new vic-

tims keepers this month. Plus, the Bard of the Boar competition will happen at Gawdawful 

(with the theme being Grail shaped of course). The next Saturday our unparalleled archers 

shall compete for the honor of BTY Archery Champion and Youth Archery Champion. ‘Tis 

the season for prowess and champions! Let us also not forget to travel to partake of the hos-

pitality of our sister Barony March of Mons Tonitrus and participate in the fun and frivolity 

of their Barmaids event. So much to do! Come join us for all the things! 

In Service to Our Fine Barony We Remain, 

Brendan                   Tigra 

  Baron                          Baroness  

From Their Excellencies 
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Baronial Announcements 
Populace Meetings 

 
The March Populace Meetings will be held 

on  April 12th at Sir Brendan and Mistress 

Tigra's house located at 1301 N Magnolia 

Ave Tucson AZ 85712 starting at 7:00pm.  

 

Populace Meetings are normally the second 

Wednesday of each month with occasional 

exceptions due to conflicting events or 

meeting location changes. We welcome all 

populace members to come to the monthly 

meetings to share ideas, discuss projects, 

plan events, and stay up to date on the hap-

penings in the barony. If you have a desire 

to get more involved in the barony, but you 

aren’t sure how to go about it, we encour-

age you to come and listen in to learn more 

about volunteering opportunities.  

Court Night 

Websites 
 

Barony of Tir Ysgithr  

(Tucson Chapter) 

http://www.btysca.org 

 

Kingdom of Atenveldt  

(Arizona Chapter) 

http://www.atenveldt.org 

 

Society for Creative Anachronism Inc.  

(Main) 

http://www.sca.org 

 

Facebook 

 
Barony of Tir Ysgithr  

(Tucson Chapter) 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/162688523790639/ 

 

College of St. Felix  

(UofA Chapter) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCA.CSF 

 

Google Groups 

 
Barony of Tir Ysgithr  

(Tucson Chapter) 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/

barony-of-tir-ysgithr 

 

Court will be held at Gawd Awful Grail 

on Sunday, April 9th. 
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Wanted  

Deputy Seneschal 
Open until filled 

 
The Seneschal’s office is responsible for the day to day business of the Barony and 

monitoring adherence to SCA and mundane law. A deputy seneschal would be as-

signed to a particular set of tasks to assist the Seneschal in the duties of the office. 

 

A One Year (minimum) Warranted Position 

Must be at least 18 Years old 

Need to be a Responsible Individual 

Must have Internet Access and an email address 

Must be a paid Member of the Society for Creative Anachronism during your job 

tenure 

Attend monthly Officer Meetings 

 

If interested, contact Their Excellencies at boarsheadbty@gmail.com and the Sene-

schal at seneschal@btysca.org. 

Deputy Youth Combat Marshal  
Open until filled 

We are in need of deputy youth combat marshals.  These positions require that you 

be authorized to fight in hardsuit combat and have an understanding of the youth 

combat rules.  

Some requirements are:  

Must be a Paid Member of the Society for Creative Anachronism during the job 

tenure 

A One Year (minimum) Warranted Position 

A working phone line, reliable internet and email access 

If interested, contact The Seneschal at seneschal@btysca.org and their Excellencies 

at boarsheadbty@gmail.com. 
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Regalia 
            (Open until filled) 

The Regalia Officer’s responsibility is to maintain records of who has possession of 

items that are the property of the Barony. Skills needed for the position are the abil-

ity to maintain the current regalia listing, process paperwork for the transition of the 

regalia between owners and seeing to the maintenance and repair of regalia. If inter-

ested, contact Their Excellencies boarsheadbty@gmail.com, the Seneschal 

(seneschal@btysca.org) and the current Regalia Officer regalia@btysca.org. 

Deputy Regalia 

           (Open until filled) 

The Regalia Officer’s responsibility is to maintain records of who has possession of 

items that are the property of the Barony. Skills needed for the position are the abil-

ity to maintain the current regalia listing, process paperwork for the transition of the 

regalia between owners and seeing to the maintenance and repair of regalia. If inter-

ested, contact Their Excellencies boarsheadbty@gmail.com, the Seneschal 

(seneschal@btysca.org) and the current Regalia Officer regalia@btysca.org. 

Deputy Exchequer 
 
The exchequer is in charge of all of the monies for the barony.  They work closely 
with Their Excellencies and the Seneschal to keep events and expenditures within 
budget, taking site fees, and reporting to the kingdom the monthly status of the bar-
ony financially. The deputy for the reeve is responsible for assisting in these tasks, 
taking site fees at events and stepping in as needed for the reeve. 
 
Some requirements are: 
• A One Year (minimum) Warranted Position 
• Must be at least 18 Years old 
• Need to be a Responsible Individual 
• Must have Internet Access and an email address 
• Must be a paid Member of the Society for Creative Anachronism during your 

job tenure 
• Attend monthly Officer Meetings 
 
All members of the populace interested please contact Their Excellencies 
at boarsheadbty@gmail.com, the Seneschal at seneschal@btysca.org, and the cur-
rent Exchequer, at btyreeve@gmail.com. 

mailto:btyreeve@gmail.com
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Gawd Awful Grail 
 

Sunday, April 9, 2017, 9am - 6pm 

 

Event: Look away! Look away. Tir Ysgithr! Once more it is time for a 

brave, unbelted warrior of the Barony to step forward and protect us 

from the atrocity that is the Gawd Awful Grail. There will also be tour-

naments to seek worthy souls to house both the Gaudy Goblet (rapier) 

and the Ghastly Glass (youth). Please be advised that due to the long 

and storied history of these vessels and their tendency to trail madness 

and chaos in their wake, we wish to spare the rest of the Kingdom from 

this curse and only residents of Tir Ysgithr will be able to declare for 

the "honor" of guarding them. Or us from them, as the case may be. The 

current holder of the Grail has been inspired (or driven to unholy exper-

imentation) and will be providing a "Gawd Awful Ale", with which he 

will christen the winner of the heavy tourney, as is tradition. I believe 

sampling will be allowed, although there seems to be a particular fla-

voring agent not found in nature, so tasters beware!! 

 

Registration: 

Adult: $10.00 with a $5.00 membership discount 

Child (5-17): $1.00 

Child (Under 5): Free 

 

Location: Himmel Park, 1000 N. Treat Avenue Tucson AZ 

• Water is available 

• Restrooms are located near the tennis courts 

Upcoming Events  
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• Pets allowed on leashes and must be picked up after 

• Smoking is allowed but please be mindful of litter and others who 

do not smoke 

• The site is discreetly wet 

• Staking of shades is allowed 

• No glass containers in city parks 

• There is playground equipment nearby where parents may take their 

children. 

• Please do not drive on the grass during set up and tear down. 
 

 

Directions: If ye hail from the north, take I-10 to Speedway exit, pro-

ceed east and turn right on Treat Ave. It is one block past Tucson Blvd. 

 

Should ye muster from the south, take I-10 to Alvernon exit, and pro-

ceed north. Turn right left on Speedway, then proceed west and turn left 

at Treat Ave (just past Country Club). 

 

The park is one block south of Speedway, just past the library.  Parking 

is available on the street or in the parking lot to the west of the library. 

 

Event Steward(s): Baroness Mistress Blossom (Jerrine Bergman) 520-

465-8357 No calls after 9pm please, snotblossom@gmail.com 
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BTY Archery Champion  
Saturday, April 15, 2017 9:30am 

 

Robin Hood and his Merry Men plan on having some fun! 
 

Please come out to this year’s Robin Hood Archery Championship Prize shoot 

April 15th 2017.  House Standing Wolf Thunder and last year's Archery Champi-

ons will be hosting this year Robin Hood shoot.  Tournament/Prize shoot will start 

at 9:30AM at PSE Archery Range. 

 

Loaner archery equipment will be available.   

  

The Robin Hood shoot will determine the 

next Archery Champion and Youth Champi-

on.  All archers are welcome to shoot in the 

prize shoot but only BTY archers can declare 

for Champion.   There will be prizes for the 

shoot and championship.  

 

House Standing Wolf Thunder will be host-

ing breakfast as well as a bake sale.  Funds benefit the BTY archer community.  

 

General Rules  

  

1.  All archers are welcome to shoot. However, only archers who reside within the 

boundaries of the Barony of Tir Ysgithr and are paid members of the SCA may 

declare for Baronial Champion.  

 

2.  Archers may use longbows, recurve bows, crossbows, and other bows reflect-

ing the style and types of equipment used during the Middle Ages. 

 

3.  Archers must use wood arrows or bolts with natural feather fletching only. 

 

4. No sight markings on bows are allowed. Please remove or cover them before 
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shooting. 

 

5. No release aides are allowed. 

 

6.  Archers declaring for Baronial Champion must be ready, willing and able to 

assume the responsibilities and duties of the Archery Champion of the Barony of 

Tir Ysgithr, Gem of Atenveldt. 

 

7. This is a Garbed event and participants are strongly encouraged to wear their 

garb. 

 

Registration: There is no registration fee for this event. In order to shoot each per-

son (this includes children) must pay the range fee of $5.00 to PSE, all levels and 

ages are welcome to participate.  Parental supervision for Children is required.  

 

Location: PSE Archery Range located at 2727 N Fairview Ave, Tucson AZ 85705 

 

Directions:  

 

From the north, take I-10 to Grant Road (exit 256), proceed east and turn left on 

Fairview Ave. 

 

From the south, take I-10 to Grant Road (exit 256), proceed east and turn left on 

Fairview Ave. 

 

Event Steward(s): Aysun al-Andalusi (Hope Dorris) 520-272-6561 No calls after 

9pm, edorris@ddcaz.com 

mailto:edorris@ddcaz.com
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Tir Ysgithr’s Baronial Invitational Arts and 
Sciences Competition 

 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 9:00am – 7:00pm 

 
 
Tir Ysgithr’s Invitational Arts and Sciences Competition is by far the most unique in all of 

Atenveldt! For here in the gem of Atenveldt, our competition is packed with plenty of artisans inter-

action to better shine forth their brilliance in the arts and sciences. 

 

Each artisan is seated with their entry or entries and gets to interface with both the judges and the 

populace. Those artisans who wish to compete will have the opportunity to speak with judges during 

the judging process, thus honing their skills and grooming their entry(s) for the Kingdom and Estrella 

War A&S Competitions. Royalty and Championship divisions are competitions in the truest sense of 

the word. 

 

Artisans who would prefer to showcase their talents can share the passion they have for their art(s) 

with the populace (and maybe even win the Laurel’s or Populace’s vote). The Novice and Nobility 

Divisions were created specifically for this purpose, so please bear this in mind when discussing the 

entry with the artisan and casting your Populace Vote 

 

Spirits/Brewing Category: Brewing and spirits entries are allowed for judging purposes. No having to 

leave site, yay! Entries that are to be consumed (Culinary Arts & Spirits/Brewing) for all levels ex-

cept Royal, the artisan must provide 12 samples, no more and no less. Samples are limited to no more 

than five ounce portions. Only twelve (12) members of the populace may sample & vote on any one 

consumable entry. 

 

Category of Culinary Arts: 12 members of the populace sample all entries per category and cast their 

(one) vote for the entry they prefer. Entrant’s choice on food portion sizes. For Royal division con-

sumable entries; the artisan must provide no less than 6 samples and no more than 12. 

 

The complete rules for Tir Ysgithr’s Invitational Arts and Sciences Competition and the minimal 

documentation form can be obtained on Tir Ysgithr’s baronial web page (arts and sciences page), The 

Book of Faces, Google Documents or from the Baronial Minister of the Arts and Sciences, Vis-

countess Victoria, as@btysca.org or far speaker, (520) 400-0078. 

 

 

Down to the nitty gritty 
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Registration: 

Doors open for set up at 9:00am, with entry submission and registration beginning at 9:30am 

and registration closes at 10:30am. Opening Court follows directly after the close of registra-

tion. All entries must be registered for the Barony of Tir Ysgithr A&S Competition prior to 

opening court on the day in which the competition is held. 

 

Pre-registration is required for the Baronial and Household Championships and Royal Division. 

Although pre-registration is strongly suggested, all other division entries may register on the 

day of the competition. As with all A&S Competitions, all entries must be complete (no incom-

plete items or works in progress), be pre-17th century in nature, and entered by its maker. 

 

The coolness factor in this baronial A&S Competition is you may enter your item in several 
different categories if they are distinct art forms and dual and group entries are allowed. 

 

Divisions: 

 

 Tir Ysgithr once again maximizes the populace’s venue of artistic expression offering six divi-

sions, pray heed as they have been modified from last years: 

 

A&S Baronial Champion; open only to the Tir Ysgithr populace members of the SCA. Individ-

ual artisans competing for Baronial Champion must have resided within the Barony of Tir 

Ysgithr for at least six (6) consecutive months immediately prior to the Competition.  Entrants 

must have a paid membership from the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and be in good 

standing. 

 

A&S Household Champion: open only to recognized households of Tir Ysgithr (membership of 

five or more active persons), and to whose majority of household members resides within the 

Barony. 

 

Royal Division; open invitational to all who reside within the Kingdom of Atenveldt. 

 

Nobility Division; open invitational to all who reside within the Kingdom of Atenveldt with 

minimal documentation requirements and judging to be done via populace interaction. 

 

Novice Division; open invitational to all whom reside within the Kingdom of Atenveldt. Nov-

ice is defined as someone who has never entered an arts and sciences competition; at Shire, 

March, Baronial or Kingdom level (Showcases and Laurel’s Prize tournaments are exempt 

from this requirement). 

 
Youth & Children’s Divisions; open invitational. Youth are defined as between the ages of 12 

and 17 years old, and Children between the ages of 3-11 years of age. 
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Judging Criteria: 

 

Baronial Champion, Household Championship, and Royal Division require full documentation 

(four copies) and are assigned a panel of judges utilizing Kingdom standard scoring system. 

 

Nobility, Novice and Youth/Children Divisions require the entrant fill out the provided mini-

mal documentation form (four copies) and the winner is chosen by Populace Choice. Any 

attending member of the SCA, Inc. is eligible to cast their vote in these divisions. Each mem-

ber of the populace may only cast one vote, for one item, in a category OR sub-category. 

 

Recognition: 

 

Scrolls are presented to the Baronial Champion, Household Champion, and the Divisions of 

Royal, Nobility, Novice, Youth and Children’s. 

 

The Household Champion may display their Device or badge on the Household Champion’s 

banner and display said banner until the next held Tir Ysgithr Baronial Invitational A&S Com-

petition. 

 

In addition two other forms of recognition are bestowed. Laurel’s Choice and Patron’s Choice. 

 

Laurels’ Choice: Any member of the most honorable Order of the Laurel is eligible to cast 

their vote, in all A&S Divisions. Laurels’ Choice reflects the collective Laurels’ top choice for 

the Division. 

 

Patrons’ Choice: Patrons award a gift to the to the art or science entry that inspired and en-

deared them. 

 

Luncheon/Pot Luck: 

 

A pot luck will be held at 1:00pm. Outlets are available to for crock pots to keep food warm and 

chaffing dishes are available upon request. If you wish to participate in the lunch, please bring a 

prepared, ready to serve dish to share, that will feed at least six people. Please include a placard with 

a full ingredients list so those with allergies can make good choices. 

House Hrafnheim will be providing main dishes of smoked meats and a vegetarian dish 

(Tofu Beans/Rice).  For ideas to of what to bring: Modern last names, A-L, please provide a main 

style dish, M-Z please provide a side or dessert dish. 

 

Site Fee: 

 

Adult: $15.00 (with a $5.00 membership discount) 

Youth (5-17 years of age): $3.00 
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Children (under 5): Free 

 

Location: At the Elks Lodge, 615 South Pantano Rd, Tucson, AZ 85731 

 

Now for the legal stuff, Liquor Restrictions: The Elk’s lodge operates a cash bar on site for us (and 

other non SCA patrons) to partake in. No outside liquor is permitted to be neither brought into the 

facility nor consumed, per their liquor license. 

 

Smoking is permitted in designated smoking areas only. 

 

Directions: 

From the North of Tucson (phoenix): Take I-10 to 22nd St. exit, proceed east on 22nd to Pantano Rd, 

Turn left on Pantano Rd. 

 

From the South of Tucson (Sierra Vista): take I-10 to Kolb Rd, proceed North on Kolb Rd to 22nd 

St., then east on 22nd St. to Pantano Rd. Turn left on Pantano Rd. 

 

Event Steward: HE Kniagina Ian’ka Ivoananovna zhena P’trovista (Jennifer Nelson Kemp) la-

dy.ianuk@gmail.com, far speaker (520) 296-9817 no calls after 9:00pm. 

 

A&S Questions: Viscountess Victoria (Victoria Wortman), as@btysca.org or far speaker, (520) 400-

0078 no calls after 9:00pm. 

mailto:lady.ianuk@gmail.com
mailto:lady.ianuk@gmail.com
mailto:as@btysca.org


 16 

Volume 27                                     April 2017Anno Societatus L I                                        Issue 12 

Barony of Tir Ysgithr Invitational Arts and Scienc-
es Competition 

 
I. Statement of Purpose 

1. Provide a forum for artisans to share their pre-17th Century appropriate sciences 

and artworks with the Baronial populace for the purpose of being both educational and 

inspirational to the populace. 

2. Provide a venue for interested artisans to achieve their highest artistic excellence 

through the vehicle of constructive input from their peers and if desired the Peers of 

the Realm. 

3. Provide encouragement to artisans to continue their education in the arts and sci-

ences by seeking out new artistic endeavors beyond their category(s) of expertise. 

4. Provide outstanding artisans recognition for their skill and expertise through the 

format described herein. 

II. A&S Competition 
The Barony of Tir Ysgithr Invitational Arts and Sciences Competition consists of six 

(6) divisions. An artisan may enter any of the six divisions which they feel that they qualify 

for, but only with distinct and separate entries. The exception to this requirement being 

Household Championship (providing they qualify under the given definition). Only the 

Baronial Champion Competition requires the entrant to be a member in good standing of 

the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. 

 
The six divisions are: 

1.    A&S Baronial Champion; open only to the Tir Ysgithr populace members of the 

SCA. Individual artisans competing for Baronial Champion must have resided within 

the Barony of Tir Ysgithr for at least six (6) consecutive months immediately prior to 

the Competition.  Entrants must have a paid membership from the Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc., and be in good standing. 

2.    A&S Household Champion: open only to recognized households of Tir Ysgithr 

(membership of five or more active persons), and to whose majority of household 

members resides within the Barony. 
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3.    Royal Division; open invitational to all who reside within the Kingdom of 

Atenveldt with a full documentation requirement and to be judged by assigned panel 

of judges utilizing Kingdom standard scoring system. This division is for the purpose 

of preparing entrants and their entries for higher level competition such as Kingdom 

or Estrella War. A&S Champion and Household Champion entries will be processed 

within this category. 

4.    Nobility Division; open invitational to all who reside within the Kingdom of 

Atenveldt with minimal documentation requirements and judging to be done via pop-

ulace interaction. 

5.    Novice Division; open invitational to all whom reside within the Kingdom of 

Atenveldt. Novice is defined as someone who has never entered an arts and sciences 

competition; at Shire, March, Baronial or Kingdom level (Showcases and Laurel’s 

Prize tournaments are exempt from this requirement). 

6.    Youth & Children’s Divisions; open invitational. Youth are defined as between 

the ages of 12 and 17 years old, and Children between the ages of 3-11 years of age. 

III. General rules 

 

Registration: 

1) All entries must be registered for the Barony of Tir Ysgithr A&S Competition prior 

to opening court on the day in which the competition is held. 

2) All entries must be complete (no incomplete items or works in progress), be pre-

17th century in nature, and entered by its maker. 

3) All entrants and their entries will be assigned numbers for the sake of processing, 

scoring and tabulating. 

4) The following intent must be declared on the entry form for the participant to be 

eligible to compete: Baronial Champion, Household Champion, Royal, Nobility, 

Novice, Youth & Children. 

5) The entrant has the following options upon entering the Divisions of Novice and 

Nobility: 

A. Anonymously entering the A&S competition, in which case they will be identi-

fied by their assigned entrant number. 

B. With the exception of the A&S Champion entrants, it is encouraged for entrants 

to remain with their entries and to engage in conversation with the populace 

who are casting their vote. This option must be declared on the entry form, so 

that a table can be allocated. 
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6) All Novice entries will be identified as such. 

7) Entries may be pre-registered prior to the competition through the office of Tir 

Ysgithr Minister of the Arts and Sciences (MoAS). 

8) Judging certification from the Kingdom of Atenveldt is not required to serve as a 

judge, nor to participate in the Populace or Laurels’ Choice. The MoAS reserves 

the right to select judges for Royal division entries whom they deem best quali-

fied to judge in a given category. 

9) No entrant may cast a vote for their own individual or group entry. 

10) The Baronial Minister of the Arts and Sciences (MoAS) and the reigning Baronial 

Arts and Sciences Champion are ineligible to compete in any division of the Bar-

ony of Tir Ysgithr Invitational Arts and Sciences Competition. 

11) As stated previously in the explanation of the divisions, entrants who choose to 

enter in Royal division will be judged in accordance to Kingdom level competi-

tion rules. 

12) As stated previously, entrants competing for Baronial A&S Champion and House-

hold A&S Champion will have their entries entered and judged at the Royal divi-

sion level. 

 

Entries: 

1) All entries must be new and unique to the Barony of Tir Ysgithr A&S Competition 

and cannot have been entered in prior Baronial or Kingdom competition. Prior 

display in a showcase or Laurel’s prize tournament does not count against this 

requirement. 

2) Household Champion, Nobility, and Novice, divisions have no limit on the number 

of entries that can be registered. 

3) An entry created by one artisan may be entered in more than one category/sub-

category, if the entry has a second (or more) unrelated art form capable of being 
judged/chosen in another separate category or subcategory. For example, a dress 

with embroidery may be entered in both clothing and needlework. Documenta-
tion must support each art aspect. 

4) Dual artisan entries are allowed under the following circumstances: If the work of 

each artisan can be distinguished and can be entered in different categories/sub-

categories, or in the case of performing arts, where both artists share equally in 

the presentation. 

5) A Group entry (three or more artisans working on the same entry, as may be the 
case with performing arts) are allowed. All participants within a Group Entry are 

considered part of the Group Entry, which will be judged/chosen as a whole. 

6) Entries that are to be consumed (Culinary Arts & Spirits/Brewing) for all levels 
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except Royal, the artisan must provide 12 samples, no more and no less. Entrant’s 

choice on food portion sizes. Spirits/Brewing Category, samples are limited to no 

more than five ounce portions. Only twelve (12) members of the populace may 

sample & vote on any one consumable entry. i.e., Category of Culinary Arts: Sub-

Category- Breads. 12 member of the populace sample all bread entries and cast 

their (one) vote for the bread entry they prefer. For Royal division consumable 

entries; the artisan must provide no less than 6 samples and no more than 12 sam-

ples, with a five ounce limit on portions for Spirits/Brewing. Royal division en-

tries will be judged via a panel of judges in accordance to Kingdom A&S rules. 

7) All performing arts or demonstration entries are limited to a 15 minute presentation; 

unless prior permission has been obtain by the Baronial Minister of the Arts and 

Sciences prior to the competition. 

8) The “Other” Category is designed specifically and only for entries where the fin-

ished product/entry does not adequately fit into any of the standard competition 

categories. The baronial MoA&S shall make said determination if an entry meets 

this qualification. 

9) Documentation is required to establish a) that the entry is pre-17th century and b) 

for the education of the populace. 

A. The minimal documentation form provides a guideline and standardizes required 

information and will be made available prior to the competition. 

B. The minimal documentation form must contain at least the following information: 
1. Brief description of the entry (what is it?). 

2. Historical information (When and where was it used and by whom?). 

3. Construction methods and materials used in the creation of the entry 

(how did you make it, and what materials did you use?). 

C. Nobility and Novice divisions entries must be accompanied with four copies of the 

legible minimal documentation form. Lack of any documentation will result in dis-

qualification of an entry. 

D. Royal, A&S Champion and Household Champion entries must have documen-

tation that meets (or exceeds) the requirements of the Kingdom A&S Competi-

tion. Documentation must be no longer than eight (8) pages in length, including 

pictures and bibliography. 

I. All entries must be accompanied with four (4) copies of legible documen-

tation. 

II. All documentation will be judged as an integral part of the entry in ac-

cordance to Kingdom competition rules. 

10) Entries are to be displayed by entrant and not by category to facilitate each arti-

san’s ability to effectively represent their work. 
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IV Judging Criteria: 

Judging Format/Timeframes: 
 

1) Royal, A&S Champion and Household Champion divisions will be judged by an 

assigned panel of judges. 

2) Nobility and Novice divisions will be judged via Populace Choice process (below). 

3) At a designated time entrants will be released from attending their own work to 

view others entries and cast their votes for Populace or Laurels’ Choice. 

 

Populace Choice: Any attending member of the SCA, Inc. is eligible to cast their vote for 

the A&S Divisions of; Nobility, Novice and Household Champion. 

1) Each member of the populace may only cast one vote, for one item, in a category 

OR sub-category. 

2) Neither judging criteria, nor judging sheets will be in use. Entries will be compared 

against each other and not on their own merit. 

3) Members of the populace are encouraged to converse with each other, and with the 

entrant if they are presenting, to determine the merit of each entry. 

4) Comment forms will accompany each entry in the Novice, Nobility, and Household 

Champion Divisions so that the populace may convey to the entrant inspiration, 

encouragement and constructive input to further advance the artisan’s skills. 

5) Comments recorded are to be appropriate, instructive, kind and inspiring. 

6) Comments will not be reviewed for appropriateness. Each artisan can choose not to 

retrieve or review their comment sheets. 
7) The winners of each Category/sub-category will be based upon the highest number 

of votes received. 

 

Laurels’ Choice: Any member of the most honorable Order of the Laurel is eligible to cast 

their vote, in all A&S Divisions. 

1) Laurels’ Choice reflects the collective Laurels’ top choice for the Division. For 

Nobility and Novice entries, votes will be added to Populace Choice for determi-

nation of winners as well as tabulated separately for the distinction of Laurel’s 

Choice winners. 

V. Youth and Children’s Division 
 

Entries 

Each item entered must be entirely made or prepared by the entrant. Documentation is 



 21 

Volume 27                                              April 2017 Anno Societatus  LI                                          Issue 12 

required and must be legible (or delivered verbally) and answer the following questions 

about the entry: 

1) What is it? 

2) What is it used for? 

3) How did you make it? Each youth and/or child may enter one item per category in 

their division (see categories for youth & children’s division listed below) 

 

Categories for the Youth Division 

1) Clothing, Single Item (e.g., tunic, pants, hood & mantle, cloak, etc.) 

2) Culinary Arts (e.g., main dish, breads, side dish, sweets.) 

3) Performance Arts (e.g., singing, instrumental performance, dance, demonstration, 

Juggling, etc.) 

4) Artifacts (e.g., heraldic display, bowery/fletching. ceramics/pottery, Jewelry/

decorative pieces, calligraphy and/or illumination, needlework, toys and games, 

footwear/accessories, etc.) 

 

Categories for the Children’s Division 

1) What You Wear (e.g., tunic, cloak, hat, hood, footwear, belt, pouch, etc.) 

2) What You Eat (e.g., main dish, breads, sweets.) 

3) What You Perform (e.g., song, dance, juggling, etc.) 

4) What You Use (e.g., picture, pottery, jewelry, calligraphy, needlework, toys and 

games, etc.) Neither dual artisans nor group entries are permitted. 

 

Judging and scoring 

Only a parent who has no youth or child competing, or a board certified teacher may serve 

as a judge in the Youth and Children’s Division. The Kingdom of Atenveldt Youth and 

Children’s judging sheets will be utilized. The entrant, in both the Youth and Children’s 

Division, with the highest total score for all of their entries shall be declared Baronial 

Youth A&S Champion and Baronial Children’s A&S Champion respectfully. 

 

Honors to the Youth and Children’s Champions may be presented by the landed Baron & 

Baroness as they deem appropriate (i.e., a tabard, medallion, A&S banner, to stand court, 

etc.). 

VI. Championship Rules 

Baronial Champion: 
1) Candidates must enter a minimum of three separate categories. 
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2) Candidates may enter a maximum of six entries in total. These may be in either 

categories or sub-categories. Only one group entry is permitted toward a Champi-

on entry and counts as one of the maximum six entries. 

3) All entries must be accompanied with four copies of legible documentation. Those 

entering the Baronial Champion may not use minimum documentation and must 

meet (or exceed) the requirements of the Kingdom A&S Competition. Documen-

tation must be no longer than eight pages in length, including pictures and bibli-
ography. 

4) Baronial Champion candidates may not enter in any other division (Nobility, Nov-

ice, Youth and Children’s) with the exception of Household Champion. 
5) The Baronial Arts and Sciences Champion will be determined by the highest overall 

point score. In the case of a tie, the candidate with greatest number of first place 

achievements will be granted the title. 

 

A&S Champion Judging criteria: 

1) The candidates’ entries will be examined by a judging panel consisting of the Land-

ed Baron and Baroness, reigning Tir Ysgithr A&S Champion and a panel of judg-

es. 

2) Judges will utilize the Kingdom of Atenveldt Arts and Sciences Competition judg-

ing criteria. Each judge will fully complete one judging sheet per entry and re-

view and sign that judging sheet before releasing it for tabulation. 

3) Judges will adhere to the following scoring protocol; a score of 4 indicates average; 

any score either below or above requires justification for the given score, in the 
comments section, by the judges. 

4) All judging sheets will be reviewed by the Baronial Minister of the Arts and Scienc-

es (or their designee) to ensure that judges’ comments are appropriate, instructive, 

kind and inspiring. Any comments in question will be returned to the judges for 

correction. 

5) Each entry will be judged on its own merit, not in comparison of the other entries 

present. 

6) Baronial Champion candidates may not serve as a judge in the Baronial Champion 

Division. 

7) Baronial Champion candidates may cast their vote under Populace Choice, or, if a 

member of the Order of the Laurel, Laurels’ choice for all Divisions with the 

exception of Baronial Champion. 

8) All conflicts concerning the Baronial Championship competition will be resolved 

by the Baronial Minister of the Arts and Sciences and/or the landed Baron/

Baroness. 
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Rights and Responsibilities of the Baronial Arts and Sciences Champion: 
 

1) The Champion earns the right to wear the Baronial Champion’s medallion regalia, 

which passes on from champion to champion each year and is the Champions respon-

sibility to keep and maintain during their tenure as Champion. 

2) The Champion serves as the Tir Ysgithr ambassador for the arts and sciences out-

side of the Barony, working as a liaison with our neighboring cousins to promote 

the arts and sciences through competitions, collegiums, showcases and education. 

3) Champion candidates must be present at closing court to receive the accolade. 

VII. Household Championship Rules 

To declare for Household Championship: 

Entries and entrants must be determined and declared at the time of registration. 

1) Artisans may compete for no more than one household. 

2) A competing household must have a minimum of five members entering items. 

3) Artisans must be an active member of their indicated household. Household mem-

bers who no longer reside within baronial lands, but are still active household 

members, are eligible to compete as long as a majority of competing household 

members are local residents. 

4) Each Household member must enter a minimum of two entries. 

5) There is no maximum entry limit. 

6) Entrants competing for Household A&S Champion will have their entries entered 

and judged at the Royal division level. 

7) All winning entries will count towards the Household Championship. The highest 

number of winning categories and/or sub-categories will determine the Household 

Champion. 

8) All entrants in the Household Champion division will not be permitted to judge any 

entries in the Household Champion division. 

 

Rights and Responsibilities of the Baronial Arts and Sciences Household Champi-

on: 

 

 1.  The Household Champion will be allowed to permanently display 

 their household badge on the Barony’s official Arts and Sciences House

 hold Champions’ banner, and may display said regalia until the next offi

 cial Baronial Arts and Sciences Invitational Competition. It is also the 
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 Household Champion’s responsibility to maintain and vouchsafe said ban

 ner during the tenure of being Champion. 

 2. The Households’ members who win the Championship are 

 charged with the responsibility of promoting and supporting the arts and 

 sciences within the Barony.  

Book Festival Review 
 

The Barony of Tir Ysgithr can stand Proud today for they were represented by their 

Best. 

  

Thirty-Five good gentles ventured forth to the U of A Campus' Festival of Books 

and stood in the heat for the good of the College, Barony, Kingdom and the Society. 

  

Of the gathered crowd, about 300 information cards (supplied by Sir Brendan and 

Mistress Tigra. Hail Vistaprint!) were handed out to the crowd. 

 

Special shout-outs to the following (and all the good gentles that survived my bark-

ing at them): 

  

Jack Folly the Jester and Sheriff William who showed up early for Guard Duty. 

(10:15am) 

  

Lady AEsa Veana and Milady Nuala who guarded our base camp during the demo 

itself. 

  

Lord Rian, our EmCee, had the crowd in the palm of his hand (in a good, non-

threatening, PG rated way.). 

  

Lady AySun for her drumming (Oh yeah, and Archer.). 

  

Count Sir Ivan and Don Arion the Falcon for their fighting information and demon-

strations as well as the other Hardsuit and Rapier Fighters (And Lord Liam, our 

“cross-dresser”.). The Marshals  
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 The valiant members of the College of St. Felix who worked the crowd & water-

beared even though it was their Spring Break. 

  

The Artisans who showed their talents. 

  

Miss Sadie and her lovely poetry. 

  

Baroness Lala, our Chatelaine, and Lord Peleus of Crete, our Demo Coordinator. 

  

And finally, Their Excellences, Baron Sim and Baroness Magdalen who added the 

necessary pomp to our circumstance. 

 

There are more that I surely missed, but I will say that I am forever in their debt. 

One of my fondest memories will be of walking in our ‘Grand Precession’ with all 

of you. 

  

Please, be on the lookout for new people to come out to Fighter Practice and Great 

Helm.  

 

They will be coming. 

  

Please make them feel welcome with the Hospitality that is both the legend and 

legacy of the Gem of Atenveldt. 

 

In closing, I think the demo results can best be summed up in my Native Ansteorran 

Dialect, 

  

“We done did good, ya’ll.” 

  

In Service, 

F. 

THL Fergus DeBotha 

Proud Member of The Barony of Tir Ysgithr 

And The Kingdom of Atenveldt 
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Combat 
Fighter Practice 

Tuesdays 7pm-10pm 

Armored Combat 

Baronial fighter practice held every Tues-

day at the SW corner of Reid Park near the 

intersection of 22nd and Country Club. 

Loaner armor available for hard suit and 

rapier, however you must provide your own 

Archery 

April 15th and 29th            10am—1pm 

May 13th and 27th       10am—1pm 

Archery Practice held at PSE Archery, 2727 

North Fairview Ave. Loaner equipment 

available, $5 range fee to shoot, children 

are welcome but must be supervised. Infor-

mal Archery Practices are held on the first 

and third Mondays at PSE at 5:00pm. 

Rapier 

Swashbuckling! Feats of Finesse! Deeds of 

Steel! Every Tuesday at the Tir Ysgithr 

Fighter Practice take a turn and try your 

hand at SCA Rapier fighting alongside the 

skilled men and women of the sword! 

Fight with real steel blades! Learn to fight 

from real Period Manuals and Masters! 

Fight alongside friends in games and melee 

competitions nearly every week! 

Prepare for war! 

Dress to impress! 

Loaner gear is always available, teachers 

are always looking for new students! 

You're never too old or too young to take 

up the sword!  
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Arts and Sciences  

Tir Ysgithr offers a wide variety of selected monthly 
Arts and Sciences Nights to choose from: 
 

Armor Repair is held on the first Tuesday of every month, 7 

PM, at Baronial Fighter Practice at the Southwest corner of 

Reid Park (near the intersection of 22nd and Country Club). 

This is the perfect time to bang out your dents, re-strap and 

make the needed repairs your armor and SCA weapons.  

 

A&S Demonstrations: periodically, formal instructive and interactive demonstra-

tions are schedule in-conjunction with armor repair night. These arts and sciences 

are uniquely suited to the outdoor environment. This allows you to not only see the 

art produced, but also try your hand at it. see the Book of Faces, Google calendar 

and our baronial newsletter Tusker Times for dates and times. 

 

The Necessary Arts and Sciences Night: held on 

the first Wednesday of the month, 6 PM- 9 PM, at 

the Ward 2 City Council building, 7575 E. Speed-

way Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85710 (between Kolb 

Road and North Pantano Road, off of Fremming 

Ave. Classroom “C”). 

This A&S night is designed for the populace to 

come together and work on their projects. Experi-

enced artisans lend their expertise in a wide varie-

ty of the necessary arts and sciences. Work sta-

tions have been created to specifically meet each 

artisan’s need.  

 

Clothing/Accessories Station:  provides several sewing machines, an ironing board 

and iron, a couple of cutting tables, and a collection of all of the usual things needed 

and used in the activity. Books on period dress and construction will also be availa-
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ble so you may research the garments for your chosen time period. 

You will need to supply your material and trim. You will also need to provide a 

pattern for your garment or you may choose to learn how to make a custom pattern. 

 

Textiles/Needlework Station: A table and chairs are provided for you to set your 

project upon. Bring your looms, needlework, or any other related project and enjoy 

the company, exchange ideas and expertise.  

 

Decorative/Fine Arts Station: This station aids you in learning the arts of calligra-

phy and illumination and provides the necessary equipment and some materials, as 

well as instructive books so you may try your hand these honored arts. You will 

need to supply your own materials if you plan on working on a specific project. 

 

The Paynter’s Guild of Atenveldt, Tir Ysgithr 

chapter, offers an ongoing demonstration of cloth 

painting and you are invited to join in and try your 

hand at this treasured art form. Materials will be 

provide (you must supply your own cloth) and 

handouts that provide you with instructional guid-

ance and documentation will be yours for the ask-

ing.  

 

Classes: In addition to the work stations, classes will periodically be offered. These 

classes will be relevant to the current events held within the barony and kingdom, 

i.e., for an upcoming A&S competition, classes would be offered in 

“Documentation”, “What to Expect and How to Enter an A&S Competition”, and 

“Kingdom Judging Certification”. 

The A&S office hosts mini A&S contests at each of the official baronial events. 

Two months prior to each event, a class will be offered in that art form, so that eve-

ryone who wants to can learn and participate in the mini competition. It is a great 

way to pick up a new skill! 

 

Cottage Crafts: are those arts and sciences that are hosted in private residential 

dwellings. They are held monthly, spread throughout the city, and cover a wide va-

riety of arts and sciences. SCA garments are not required 
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Please note that as these events are hosted by individuals and life happens, there 

may be disruptions to the posted Cottage A&S events on the web page. Cancella-

tions, date /time changes or updates may be found on the baronial A&S event page, 

Book of Faces, Baronial Google Group or by contacting the Minister of the Arts and 

Sciences. 

 

Baronial Sewing Night: 

Every 1st Monday of the month, Mistress Tigra is hosting a sewing night starting at 

600 pm at 6834 E David Drive, Tucson AZ 85730. Come learn how to pattern and 

sew period clothing. 

 

Heraldry Hut: 

Heraldry Hut is held on the third Friday of 

each month beginning at 7:30 pm. This is an 

opportunity for gentles throughout the king-

dom to consult with our Kingdom Submissions 

Herald, Mistress Marta as tu Mika Mysliwy, 

on a suitable SCA name, device or badge. For 

directions or more information please contact 

Mistress Marta, OL, OP, Farspeaker: (520) 

881-9492 or Email: 

bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com 

 

Fun and Causal Bardic Circle: 

Hosted  on one Friday of the month, by Lord 

Quillion and Lord Nial(contact 

Lord Quillon, on the book of faces to acquire the 

date), beginning at 

8 PM, at their residence, 1823 North 3rd Avenue, 

Tucson 85705. They ask you to join them around 

the fire for a night of merriment and music, food 

and friends. Some food and drink will be provid-

ed, feel free to bring some to share as well. Bring 

your chair too. The site is wet. 
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Cooks’ Guild: 

Cooks’ Guild meets the fourth Wednesday of every month, start- 

ing at7:30 pm. Cooks’ Guild is a gathering of those interested in period cooking and 

recipes. Each month, a different food theme is chosen and participants are encour-

aged to prepare and bring a dish following the theme to share. Site changes month-

ly. For directions or more information please contact Mistress Marta, 

OL, OP, Farspeaker: (520) 881-9492 or Email: bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com  

  

Arts at Aasni’s: 

North West Scribal Monday, first & third of the month. Bring whatever scroll you 

are working on and join us. Pottery Studio second Wednesday of the month. 
 

Face Book Group: Aasni's Art Studio 

 

For those who have ever wanted to make their own feast gear or create in clay come 

to Aasni's Art Studio and learn skills in clay construction. You will also decorate 

your piece in a surface decoration of your choice. If you'd like to join us and have 

other projects to work on, you are welcome to bring them and share in our compa-

ny. Please contact me on my FB group site or by email for location and available 

studio times. 

 

Lady Aasni Ranghildsdotter 

Email: A4newman@aol.com 

 

Scriptoriums: (nights dedicated to the arts of calligraphy and illumination): 

Two baronial scriptoriums are offered monthly, on the 

first and third Wednesdays of the month, from 7 PM- 

9 PM, at the Ward 2 City Council building, classroom 

“A”, 7575 E. Speedway Blvd, Tucson AZ 85710.  

 

Spend the night learning skills of scribal and Illumina-

tion. If you are new, our scribes will teach you, if you 

have been out before, come back and join us! For 

more information please contact the Baronial Scribe, 

Lord Loys LeFevre (Brady Parker),  

scribe@btysca.org 
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Upcoming A&S 
April 9, 2017: brings us the Gawd Awful Grail. Two A&S events are being high-

lighted: 

 

The Bard of the Boar and Tantony competitions are being held, and is always enter-

taining! 

 

“Showcase or Competition that is the Question…”:class is also being offered. This 

class focuses on the difference between showcasing your art or science and compet-

ing. It provides detailed information how to enter either. 

 

Their Excellencies, Brendan and Tigra, respectful request to meet with the Laurels 

of Tir Ysgithr to discuss the upcoming Arts and Sciences Competition. 

 

May 13, 2017: Is of course our A&S Competition & Championships, you can read 

the competition rules, in its entirety, on BTY's baronial web site (A&S page) , 

Google docs, and in the file section of BTY's Book of Faces, A&S page. 

 

June 3-4, 2017: Is a time of sharing our skills and knowledge at the Kingdom Colle-

gium  

 

July 13-16, 2017: Highlands War and its Collegium 

 

July 22, 2017: members of our populace lend their expertise as judges and instruc-

tors to our cousins from BMMT, for their A&S Competition and Collegium 

 

August 4-6, 2017:  Boast & Toast covers just about every culinary, brewing/spirits 

and flashy ambience art known! 

 

September 9, 2017: Comes in on the wings of a dragon, with Dragon's Hoard. 

Molded and sculptured pastries, breads, cookies, butter and other desserts compete 

for best subtleties. 

 

Metal workers it your turn to shine. A showcase will be held for all forms of metal 
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working, ie. Armor, weapons, forge work to fine jewelry. Winner to be determined 

by Populace Choice vote. 

 

Bardic takes the stage with dragon tails. 

 

October: 7-8, 2017: is Kingdom A&S Competition an our artisans are out in force 

and making their mark and doing our Barony proud! 

 

November 8-13, 2017: is Southern Crusades and its collegium. Our Bard of the 

Boar doth throw out the bardic gauntlet to all other baronies bardic champions. 

More details to follow. 

December 10, 2017:  is Ladies Whimsy, so of course a garment contest between the 

lords and ladies of the barony for the most highly decorative garment. Each garment 

can highlight as many of the needle/fiber arts, decorative/fine arts, and accessories 

as is tasteful.  

Showcase or Competition: that is the Question 
 

Q: What is the difference between an arts and sciences competition and a showcase or display? 

 

A: When you exhibit or display your artistic work, you are bringing it into view for the populace in 

attendance (often for the first time). It is showcasing your talent to good advantage, and not in com-

petition with any other artist. 

 

You are also to a lesser degree presenting it to the populace for inspection, but it is not judged based 

on any criteria. Showcases do not normally require documentation, although the item needs to be 

generally pre-17 century in nature. If there is a competition element to a showcase, a winner is usual-

ly chosen by populace choice/vote or by a Royal or Laurel’s choice as a method of encouragement 

and recognition. 

 

Some showcases allow unfinished projects, providing the artist with the encouragement perhaps 

needed to complete it. 

 

An A&S competition is just what the word competition means, the act of competing. Rules are clear-

ly defined, the artisans are more or less evenly matched, and they strive for excellence above all 
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competitors. 

 

Beyond this, A&S Competitions serve to also: 

1. Provides a forum for artisans to share their pre-17th Century appropriate sciences and artworks 

with the populace for the purpose of being both educational and inspirational. 

2. Provides a venue for interested artisans to achieve their highest artistic excellence through the 

vehicle of constructive comments and direct input from those who have mastered an art form 

and/or from their peers. 

3. Provides encouragement to artisans to continue their education in the arts and sciences through 

research into historical arts/processes and by seeking out new artistic endeavors beyond their 

category(s) of expertise. 

4. Provide outstanding artisans recognition for their skill and expertise. 

5. Artisans competing in the Baronial Invitational or Kingdom Arts and Sciences Competition also 

bring honor and esteem to their Kingdom and Barony. 

 

Q. What should I consider before deciding on entering an A&S Competition? 

 

A. Ask yourself the following questions: 

 

“What are my goals?” 

“Do I want to challenge myself and take my talents to the highest level I am capable?” 

“Can I accept constructive criticism if it means I can improve my skills?” 

“Am I willing to research and document my project?” 

“Am I willing to use period methods and tools in my entries construction, or at least willing to explain 

how it was done in period and the substitutions I used? 

“Am I willing to invest the time in my project to make it a viable entry?” 

 

Q. I have made the choice to enter an A&S competition, what is my first step? 

 

A: Normally there is a difference between your baronial A&S competitions and the Kingdom A&S 

competition. Obtain a copy of the competition you are entering and read it several times. Most copies 

can be found on line. If you have questions ask the Minister of the Arts and Sciences who is responsi-

ble for the competition (Kingdom or Baronial). 

 

Then decide what category or sub-category your entry/project(s) is best suited for by reading the judg-

ing criteria. Bear in mind that your documentation needs to support your entry in the category/sub-

category you have chosen to place it in. 

 

Q. Ok, I am going to take the plunge, what’s next? 

 

A. Do your research. Researching can be great fun; it’s like following the clues in a great mystery 

until you have found what you are seeking. Archelogy brings new facts into light almost every day, 
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some that changes what we think we know. It is always easier to document first than to go back and 

try and support your project once it has been completed. 

 

Many A&S Competitions require you pre-register your entry. This allows the MoA&S to arrange for 

judges who have expertise in the categories/sub-categories that have entries. Enter every project that 

you believe you may be able to complete; you may always withdrawal an entry with no consequenc-

es. 

 

Q. What are judges looking for when they judge my entry? 

 

A. Review the judging procedures and criteria for the competition you wish to enter, they can vary 

from baronial to kingdom level. Most, but not all, will have some form of judging /scoring sheets. 

 

Take the Kingdom of Atenveldt Judge’s Certification Class even if you never plan on being a judge. 

It will provide you with great insight on how an entry is judged. 

 

The kingdom has six such criteria; Documentation, Complexity and/or Difficulty, Workmanship, 

Aesthetic Qualities, Authenticity and Creativity. Listed below is a breakdown of each criterion for 

the Kingdom’s A&S Competition. 

 

History of the Entry/ Authenticity 

What time period is it from? 

Who used it? 

How did they use it? 

What purpose did it serve? 

How closely did the entrant follow pre-17th century techniques? Was period construction, methods 

and materials used or did they substitute, if so why? 

 

Complexity and/or Difficulty 

What was the scope? (The extent of understanding and perception gained through inquiry and prac-

tice of the skill set). 

How ambitious was this undertaking? 

What made this project difficult or challenging? 

How many actual hours did it take the artisan from concept to competition? 

 

Workmanship/Aesthetic Qualities 

How did you make it (design, process/method involved, media/ materials used, tools, and tech-

niques)? 

Mastery/proficiency of the skill set required to make this entry. How well did the entrant control 

their medium? 

The manner, style, techniques, quality and attention to detail that makes the entry a work of art 

Is the overall aesthetic effect appealing (visually attractive or interesting) 
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Did it have a finished look? 

Does the entry perform its function for which it was created? 

Creativity 

Would this piece, complete with the entrant’s adaption of materials, tools, methods and overall 

process seem in place in a pre-17th century cultural setting? 

Could the materials and design been plausible for the time period documented? 

Did the entrant blend their modern skills, historical and artistic knowledge to create an interesting, 

appealing and unique entry? 

How originative, imaginative, inventive and/or innovative is the piece? 

If the item is SCA specific, does it effectively create a medieval ambiance? 

 

Q. How do I document my entry? 

 

A. Assume that the judge knows nothing historical about your art/science and that you need to edu-

cate them. In some cases you may very well know more about your subject matter than the person 

(s) judging your entry does. The judges will have no idea about complexity and difficulty of your 

entry unless you include it in your documentation. 

 

Here is a template you can follow that will provide you with acceptable documentation (although it 

does not necessary provide the ideal documentation): 
 

Describe your entry. “It is a _____ 

The earliest date it can be documented to is______ and it continued in use until approximate-

ly_______. 

It was created by __________ 

For the use of____________ 

In the shire/town/city & country of_______________ 

In period, the manner, media, materials, methods, and tools used were ___________ (be specific 

and detailed) 

In period the style, design and techniques employed were___________ 

 

Describe in detail, be specific on how you created your entry from concept to finished product. 

Provide photographs of you in the process of creating your entry. Remember to include a time line. 

 

Explain why you used substitutions for period materials, tools or techniques or any concessions you 

made because of time, cost, health risks or access to materials & tools. 

 

Provide pictures, drawings, manuscripts, and cite wills/inheritance documents, inventories, guild 

charters, archeological finds, etc. Also use quotes, add footnotes and references. 

 

Her Excellency Posadnitsa Ianuk, OL goes into great detail on how to properly list bibliographies, 

Primary, Secondary and Tertiary sources, on citing sources and showing assumptions, and other 
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ideal techniques. There is a category for Documentation should you wish to be this in-depth. 

 

You want to write in such a manner as to engage your reader and it should reflect your enthusiasm 

and passion for your art form. 

 

Use any source that existed and can be documented from the time period you are listing. This is 

known as Primary Sources. I.e., a piece of jewelry from an archeological dig. 

 

You can also use a Secondary Source, which is an authority, who did not live in the time, who has 

researched and referenced a primary source. I.e., an expert from our time (or a mediaeval person 

writing a hundred years after the artifact was made), commenting on the piece of jewelry. 

 

Documentation usually consists of no less than three sources. The more primary sources utilized the 

better, but one at the very least should be a Primary Source. 

 

Back up your documentation with a good Bibliography (Title of the book, author, publisher, first 

published date or revised edition date). 

 

Web sites should include the link, authoritarian source (like a museum), page and author if applica-

ble, and date retrieved. 

 

Social media, like Pinterest or sources like Wikipedia, can be utilized to point you in the right direc-

tion, but are generally difficult to pin down for genuine Primary or Secondary sources. Your re-

search should not be exclusively obtained from the World Wide Web or from social media sites. 

 

Make sure you present the correct number of copies of your documentation and that your documen-

tation does not exceed the limit listed in the rules. 

 

There are many great classes on how to document for arts and sciences competitions that you can 

take. Almost every collegium offers a class in documentation. If you cannot find a class then con-

tact your local or the kingdom Minister of the Arts and Sciences for assistance. 

 

In the Barony of Tir Ysgithr: 

 

“5 Easy Steps to Writing Documentation for Arts and Sciences Competitions”, Presented by Po-

sadnitsa Ianuk, OL 

 

“Documentation tips for getting more points”, presented by Mistress Dairine Mor o’ uHigin 

 

Q. Ok, my entry is documented, entered and now I need to set it out for judging, any tips on the 

best way to do that? 
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A. The final step is to present your entry in the most pleasing and aesthetic way. As an example, if 

you have made bread and you have three judges, set in the space provided for you as if you were 

serving guests (one place setting for each judge). Have the bread and a bread knife upon a cutting 

board, plates to put the piece of bread on, a butter knife and butter, napkins, a glass of water, etc. 

 

Q. My entry has been judged, can I pick up my copies of my judging sheets? 

 

A. Absolutely! That is why the judges took the time to make comments for each of the criterion. 

After the judging sheets have been reviewed and tallied the MoA&S in charge of the competition 

they will release them for entrant pick up. You are most welcome to discuss a judge’s comments 

with them after the competition; many judges will provide you some form of contact information on 

the judging sheet. 

 

Put the judging sheets aside and read them again in three months. This will allow you the time to 

process the information and enable you to look at the judge’s comments more objectively. 

 

 

Q. I want to enter, but I also want to cast my vote for Populace Choice in a showcase or serve as a 

judge for an A&S Competition. I know that the saying “Approach Determines Response” applies to 

both, but are those artisans showcasing looking for the same feedback as those competing? 

 

A. Usually not, so I have broken down for you the two different judging criteria utilized for a show-

case and a competition. 

 

In both cases, you of course would want to be kind, courteous, and constructive. You want to in-

spire, encourage and motivate. Let them know you look forward to seeing more of their work. 

 

If you are involved in a populace choice/vote as the one casting the vote: 

 

1, Keep in mind that the person is not competing and ask first if they would like suggestions. “May 

I suggest…….” 

 

2. Focus on the positive. The artisan may not be open to constructive criticism. 

 

3.  If offering a suggestion, let the artisan know how this will benefit them. 

 

If you are involved as a judge in an arts and sciences competition: 

 

Bear in mind that this artisan has shown courage, fortitude and perseverance in entering the compe-

tition, and that act deserves your respect, and the best way to demonstrate that is: 

 

1. To share your expertise and knowledge, for the purpose of assisting the entrant in becoming the 
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best they can be in their art or science. You may help the artisan by suggesting alternative methods, 

materials, techniques, and/or educational and research resources, etc. 

 

2. Be specific, clear, concise, descriptive, and straightforward, using the upmost courtesy, tact and 

care, when phrasing your comments. 

 

3. Avoid mixing your positive and negative comments. Remember when you use the word “but” it 

negates what was said before it. 

 

4. Avoid authoritative messages, i.e. “you must, you should or shouldn’t”, etc. 

 

5. Know your judging criteria as set forth by the competition. 

 

Speaking of respect, remember if you are an entrant, your judges have traveled to the site, paid their 

site fee and have invested their time for your benefit. If you have a question or concern with a com-

ment or a score, bring it to the judge’s attention. Remember it is almost impossible for a judge to 

address each criterion on a judging sheet in-depth within the time restraints and space provided. 

 

In conclusion: 

 

A. Participate at the level in which you are comfortable. Showcase or Novice divisions are always a 

good choice when first placing your art/science out for review. 

 

B. Know the reasons why you have chosen to display or compete 

 

C. Read the competition rules and review the judging criteria 

 

D. Do your research and documentation first, then begin your project planning 

 

E. Take a class in documentation (they are usually offered at A&S Collegiums) 

 

F. Take the Kingdom of Atenveldt Judge’s Certification Class 

 

G. Use your Minister of the Arts and Sciences as a resource. 

 

Viscountess Victoria of the Vales of Barnsdale, OL, OP 
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Baron and Baroness   

Baron Incipiens—Sir Brendan: (520)275-5485 cell, or  
baronsirbrendan@gmail.com 

Baroness Incipiens—Mistress Tigra: (520)465-4913 cell, or  
baronesstigra@gmail.com 

coronets@btysca.org  
 

Seneschal: Lady Celestina Winterborne (Rachel McAllister), 04/31/2017 seneschal@btysca.org 
Seneschal Emergency Deputy: Mistress Anya Sergeeva O.L., (Anya Stickney), 07/1/2017, 
deputyseneschal@btysca.org 
Seneschal Deputy: Open 
 

Exchequer: Lord Jorgen Unruh (James Daryl Wood Vaughn), 10/31/2017, reeve@btysca.org 
 Exchequer Emergency Deputy: Baroness Maria Isobel Falcon de la Sierra, (Brenda Lundt) 
 04/30/2017 
 
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Viscountess Victoria of the Vales of Barnsdale (Victoria Wortman), 
 04/31/18, as@btysca.org 
 A&S Emergency Deputy: Lady Genvieve d’Avon Plubel (Julia Bentley), 05/31/2017 
 
Armored Combat Marshal: Lord Liam Warr (Douglas Johnson) , 06/30/2017, marshal@btysca.org 
 Armored Combat Marshal Emergency Deputy: Lord Fergus mor mcSeain (Shane 
 Swartzmiller), 07/31/2017 
 Armored Combat Marshal Deputy: Lady Zoe of Alexandria (Jasmine Hungerford), 
 10/31/2017 
 
Archery Marshal: THL Etgar Wit Acra (Scott Whitaker), 03/01/2017, archery@btysca.org 
 Archery Marshal Emergency Deputy: Lady Anastasia MacEwan de Ravenna (Susan Mas
 tin), 10/02/2017 
 
Black Boar Pursuivant: Lord Seamus mac Riain (James Wilcox), 06/30/17, herald@btysca.org 
 Black Boar Herald: Lord James Stuart Thorne (Eric Bentley), 08/30/2017, 
 Herald Emergency Deputy: OPEN 
 
Chatelaine: Baroness Norah Rose Tenpenny (Pricilla Diaz), 10/31/17, chatelaine@btysca.org 
 Chatelaine Emergency Deputy: Lord Nikolas Damocles Gerhart (Nicholas Shomenta), 
 05/31/17 
 Chatelaine, Demo Deputy: Lord Peleus of Crete (Travis Hungerford), 07/31/2017 
 
Children's Minister: Lady Caitriona Inghean Fhaoloain Mhic Geariod (Marguerite Dansby), 
 04/30/2017, childrens@btysca.org 
 Children’s Minister Emergency Deputy: OPEN 
 

Barony of Tir Ysgithr Panjandrum 

mailto:coronets@btysca.org
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Chronicler: Lady Decima Aspenewell (Kirby Bullington), 04/30/2017, chronicler@btysca.org 
 Chronicler Emergency Deputy:  OPEN 
 
Equestrian Marshal: OPEN 
 Equestrian Marshal Emergency Deputy: OPEN 
 
Historian: OPEN 

 Historian Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

List Minister: Mistress Elaine O Llansteffan (Elaine MacKenzie), 08/30/2017, lists@btysca.org 

 List Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

Rapier Marshal: Lord William of Lochridge (Will Emigh), 5/31/2017, rapier@btysca.org 

 Rapier Marshal Emergency Deputy: Lord Abu Razin Babak al-Basir (Wayne “Baba” 

 O'Connell), 06/30/2017 

 Rapier Marshal Deputy: Lord Arion the Falcon (Bryan Almond), 06/30/2017 

 

Regalia: OPEN, regalia@btysca.org 

 Regalia Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

Scribe: Lord Loys LeFevre (Brady Parker), 06/30/2017,  scribe@btysca.org 

 Scribe Emergency Deputy: M’lord Ambrose the Gutless (Ames Mangan), 07/31/2017 

 Scribe Deputy: M’lady Elise la Galante (Michelle Galant), 07/31/2017 

 

Sheriff: Lord Alkibiades, son of Atikos, of Argos (Wayne Cuyler), 07/30/2016, sheriff@btysca.org 

 Sheriff Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

Social Media Officer: Lady Berkedei Kokosara (Jessica Sorenson), 08/30/2017, calendar@btysca.org 

 Social Media Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

Waiver Secretary: Mistress Sely Bloxam, OP (Jerrine “Blossom” Bergman), 8/30/2017,  

 waivers@btysca.org 

 Waiver Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

Web Minister: Lady Ketiley drekki tongua (Keli-Rene Sparks), 06/30/2017, webminister@btysca.org 

 Web Minister Emergency Deputy: Lady Aida Ysabella Lacarra de Navarra (Aida Lacarra), 

 06/30/2017 

 

Youth Combat Marshal: Lady Aesa Knarrabringer (Alexandra Vaughn), 10/31/17,  

 youthmarshal@btysca.org 

 Youth Combat Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

 

 

mailto:lists@btysca.org
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Druid's Keep 

Master Davan Inn Spaki called Gannd the 

Druid. O.L. 

 thedruid2009@hotmail.com 

 (520) 403-4898 

Eber Haur Landsknechts  

Sir Balin, KSCA  

cbelford@cox.net  

(520) 551-0531 

Falcon’s Eyrie 

Lord Loys LeFevre 

 bp0093@gmail.com 

 402-203-3355 

House of the Red Dragons 

Lady Juliana MacLachlan 

ravenyork@yahoo.com 

520-860-0414 

House of the Winged Feline  

Lady Cyneburga Thorisdohter 

Weatherwench@aol.com 

(520) 591-6030 

Households of Tir Ysgithr 
Agni Vajra 

Lord Steffen le Stalkere 

lordsteffen@q.com   

Lady Danielle Delamare 

ladydanielle@q.com 

(520) 770-0737 

 

Del la Roc  

Viscount Sir Justin du Roc, KSCA, O.L., 

O.P. (520)400-0074 

 swor378775@aol.com  

Viscountess Victoria of the Vales of Barns-

dale, O.L., O.P. (520)400-0078 

viscvictoria@aol.com  

Petra's Army 

Lady Decima Aspenewell 

theunittrium@gmail.com  

 

mailto:thedruid2009@hotmail.com
mailto:bp0093@gmail.com
mailto:ladydanielle@q.com
mailto:swor378775@aol.com
mailto:viscvictoria@aol.com
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Hrafnheim 

HE Kniagnia Ian'ka Ivananovna zhena 

P'trovitsa, O.L.  

(Jennifer Nelson Kemp) 

lady.ianuk@gmail.com 

(520) 296-9817  

HG Duchess Asa Hrafnsdottir 

 (Candace Downard) 

duchessasa@gmail.com   

(520) 751-7982 

Keg’s End 

Lady Elizabeth Rose 

 dawnmgr@aol.com 

 (520) 471-3820 

Sir Cosimo Orsini, KSCA 

nphull@aol.com 

(317) 691-5711  

Sable Millrind 

Sir Jakob van Groningen, KSCA, O.P.  

 jake@renstore.com 

 520-591-1319 

Mistress Dairine Mor O hUigin, O.L.  

 520-591-1327  

SIBOD 

Duke Sir Craven, KSCA, O.P.  

Duchess Elzbieta, O.P., O.D.  

cosmocraven@gmail  

StandingWolf Thunder  

Lady AySun al-Andalusi 

Lord Draulf Basul 

 Happyhope2003@yahoo.com  

 (520) 272 -6561 

 

Don’t see your Household or want to add 

your Household Device? Send an email to 

chronicler@btysca.org with household 

name, head(s) of household, an email, and a 

phone number. Please submit jpeg images. 

mailto:jake@renstore.com
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Artwork Credits: 

This month’s cover provided by Lord Nikolas 

Damocles Gerhart  & interior art is Open 

Source material. The Tusker is always looking 

for new art for the interior, as well as guest 

artists for the cover. Contact: Lady Decima 

Aspenewll.  

chronicler@btysca.org. 
 

Household devices were provided by the head 

of each household.  

Submissions 

Submission Deadline: 15th of the month before 

the cover date. Example: May 15th for the June 

issue.  

Hardcopy: Articles should be typewritten in 10 

point or larger font. If handwritten, please make 

it legible and include a telephone number. Art-

work is best if the paper is 8.5" x 11" or smaller. 

Good quality photocopies are acceptable. Hard-

copy submissions should be given directly to the 

Chronicler or Deputy Chronicler at events or 

fighter practice. 

Electronic: Articles submitted electronically 

may be in the body of email message or MS 

Word. Send to the Chronicler at chroni-

cler@btysca.org. Scanned artwork should be 

scanned at 600 dpi if they are printable size. 

They may be scanned at lower resolutions if 

they will be reduced. 
 

Editing: Articles will be edited for common 

spelling errors and formatting 

style. The rest is up to you! Articles may also be 

edited for space restrictions. Articles reprinted 

from Southwind will be edited for space and per 

SCA rules. 

Copy Distribution and Subscription  

Information 

We distribute physical copies of the Tusker 

Times at baronial fighter practice, baronial 

events and the monthly officer meeting. The full 

Tusker Times is available through the Tir 

Ysgithr email list. If you would like to make 

arrangements to pick up a full copy or multiple 

copies for your households, or if you have spe-

cial requirements/needs (such as a large print 

version), please do not hesitate to contact the 

Chronicler.  

Publication Information & Disclaimer 

April 2017 (Anno Societatus LI) 

The Tusker Times is a publication of the Barony 

of Tir Ysgithr of the Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc. The Tusker Times is availa-

ble twelve (12) times a year from the Baronial 

Chronicler, chronicler@btysca.org. It is not a 

corporate publication of the Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA 

policies. Copyright © 2015, Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc. 

Reprinting: All contents of these pages belong 

to the authors, artists, musicians, and other 

credited persons. If no person is credited they 

belong to the Barony of Tir Ysgithr. Use of the 

content without permission of the owners may 

result in liability for infringement of copyright 

and other actions. All rights are reserved and 

will be enforced. For information on reprinting 

articles and/or artwork from this publication 

contact the Chronicler; who will assist you in 

contacting the original creator of the piece. 

Please respect the legal rights of our  

contributors.  

Staff 

Chronicler: Lady Decima Aspenewell (Kirby Bulling-

ton) chronicler@btysca.org 

mailto:chronicler@btysca.org
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May Events 
Baronial Sewing Night ................. 1st 

Fighter Practice ............................. 2nd 

Armour Repair Night .................... 7th 

Scriptorium ................................... 3rd  

Necessary Arts and Sciences ........ 3rd  

Fighter Practice ............................. 9th 

Populace Meeting ......................  10th 

Archery ....................................... 13th 

A&S Competition ..................... 13th 

Fighter Practice ........................... 16th 

Scriptorium ................................. 17th 

Heraldry Hut ............................... 19th 

Fighter Practice ........................... 23rd 

Cooks Guild ................................ 24th 

Archery ....................................... 27th 

Fighter Practice ........................... 30th 

April Events 

Baronial Sewing Night .................. 3rd 

Fighter Practice ............................. 4th 

Armour Repair Night .................... 4th 

Scriptorium ................................... 5th 

Necessary Arts and Sciences ......... 5th 

Gawd Awful Grail ....................... 9th 

Fighter Practice ........................... 11th 

Populace Meeting .......................  12th 

Archery Championship ............... 15th 

Fighter Practice ........................... 18th 

Scriptorium ................................. 19th 

Heraldry Hut ............................... 21st 

Fighter Practice ........................... 25th 

Cooks Guild ................................ 26th 

Archery ....................................... 29th 


