
Showcase or Competition that is the Question

Q: What is the difference between an arts and sciences competition and a showcase 
or display?

A: When you exhibit or display your artistic work, you are bringing it into view for the 
populace in attendance (often for the first time). It is showcasing your talent to good 
advantage, and not in competition with any other artist. 

You are also to a lesser degree presenting it to the populace for inspection, but it is not 
judged based on any criteria. Showcases do not normally require documentation, 
although the item needs to be generally pre-17 century in nature. If there is a competition 
element to a showcase, a winner is usually chosen by populace choice/vote or by a Royal 
or Laurel’s choice as a method of encouragement and recognition.

Some showcases allow unfinished projects, providing the artist with the encouragement 
perhaps needed to complete it.

An A&S competition is just what the word competition means, the act of competing. 
Rules are clearly defined, the artisans are more or less evenly matched, and they strive for
excellence above all competitors. 

Beyond this, A&S Competitions serve to also:

1) Provides a forum for artisans to share their pre-17th Century appropriate sciences 
and artworks with the populace for the purpose of being both educational and 
inspirational.

2) Provides a venue for interested artisans to achieve their highest artistic excellence 
through the vehicle of constructive comments and direct input from those who 
have mastered an art form and/or from their peers.

3) Provides encouragement to artisans to continue their education in the arts and 
sciences through research into historical arts/processes and by seeking out new 
artistic endeavors beyond their category(s) of expertise. 

4) Provide outstanding artisans recognition for their skill and expertise. 
5) Artisans competing in the Baronial Invitational or Kingdom Arts and Sciences 

Competition also bring honor and esteem to their Kingdom and Barony.

Q. What should I consider before deciding on entering an A&S Competition?

A. Ask yourself the following questions:

 “What are my goals?”
“Do I want to challenge myself and take my talents to the highest level I am capable?”
“Can I accept constructive criticism if it means I can improve my skills?”



“Am I willing to research and document my project?”
“Am I willing to use period methods and tools in my entries construction, or at least      
willing to explain how it was done in period and the substitutions I used?
“Am I willing to invest the time in my project to make it a viable entry?”

Q. I have made the choice to enter an A&S competition, what is my first step?

A: Normally there is a difference between your baronial A&S competitions and the 
Kingdom A&S competition. Obtain a copy of the competition you are entering and read 
it several times. Most copies can be found on line. If you have questions ask the Minister 
of the Arts and Sciences who is responsible for the competition (Kingdom or Baronial).

 Then decide what category or sub-category your entry/project(s) is best suited for by 
reading the judging criteria. Bear in mind that your documentation needs to support your 
entry in the category/sub-category you have chosen to place it in.

Q. Ok, I am going to take the plunge, what’s next?

A. Do your research. Researching can be great fun; it’s like following the clues in a great 
mystery until you have found what you are seeking. Archelogy brings new facts into light
almost every day, some that changes what we think we know. It is always easier to 
document first than to go back and try and support your project once it has been 
completed.

Many A&S Competitions require you pre-register your entry. This allows the MoA&S to 
arrange for judges who have expertise in the categories/sub-categories that have entries. 
Enter every project that you believe you may be able to complete; you may always 
withdrawal an entry with no consequences. 

Q. What are judges looking for when they judge my entry? 

A. Review the judging procedures and criteria for the competition you wish to enter, they
can vary from baronial to kingdom level. Most, but not all, will have some form of 
judging /scoring sheets.

Take the Kingdom of Atenveldt Judge’s Certification Class even if you never plan on 
being a judge. It will provide you with great insight on how an entry is judged.

The kingdom has six such criteria; Documentation, Complexity and/or Difficulty, 
Workmanship, Aesthetic Qualities, Authenticity and Creativity. Listed below is a 
breakdown of each criterion for the Kingdom’s A&S Competition.



History of the Entry/ Authenticity
What time period is it from?
Who used it?
How did they use it?
What purpose did it serve?
How closely did the entrant follow pre-17th century techniques? Was period construction, 
methods and materials used or did they substitute, if so why?

Complexity and/or Difficulty
What was the scope? (The extent of understanding and perception gained through inquiry
and practice of the skill set).
How ambitious was this undertaking?
What made this project difficult or challenging? 
How many actual hours did it take the artisan from concept to competition? 

Workmanship/Aesthetic Qualities
How did you make it (design, process/method involved, media/ materials used, tools, and
techniques)?
Mastery/proficiency of the skill set required to make this entry. How well did the entrant 
control their medium?
The manner, style, techniques, quality and attention to detail that makes the entry a work 
of art
Is the overall aesthetic effect appealing (visually attractive or interesting)
Did it have a finished look?
Does the entry perform its function for which it was created?

Creativity
Would this piece, complete with the entrant’s adaption of materials, tools, methods and 
overall process seem in place in a pre-17th century cultural setting?
Could the materials and design been plausible for the time period documented?
Did the entrant blend their modern skills, historical and artistic knowledge to create an 
interesting, appealing and unique entry?
How originative, imaginative, inventive and/or innovative is the piece? 
If the item is SCA specific, does it effectively create a medieval ambiance?



Q. How do I document my entry?

A. Assume that the judge knows nothing historical about your art/science and that you 
need to educate them. In some cases you may very well know more about your subject 
matter than the person (s) judging your entry does. The judges will have no idea about 
complexity and difficulty of your entry unless you include it in your documentation.

Here is a template you can follow that will provide you with acceptable documentation 
(although it does not necessary provide the ideal documentation):

Describe your entry. “It is a _____
The earliest date it can be documented to is______ and it continued in use until 
approximately_______.
It was created by __________
For the use of____________
In the shire/town/city & country of_______________
In period, the manner, media, materials, methods, and tools used were ___________ (be 
specific and detailed)
In period the style, design and techniques employed were___________

Describe in detail, be specific on how you created your entry from concept to finished 
product. Provide photographs of you in the process of creating your entry. Remember to 
include a time line.

Explain why you used substitutions for period materials, tools or techniques or any 
concessions you made because of time, cost, health risks or access to materials & tools.

Provide pictures, drawings, manuscripts, and cite wills/inheritance documents, 
inventories, guild charters, archeological finds, etc. Also use quotes, add footnotes and 
references. 

Her Excellency Posadnitsa Ianuk, OL goes into great detail on how to properly list 
bibliographies, Primary, Secondary and Tertiary sources, on citing sources and showing 
assumptions, and other ideal techniques. There is a category for Documentation should 
you wish to be this in-depth.

You want to write in such a manner as to engage your reader and it should reflect your 
enthusiasm and passion for your art form.

Use any source that existed and can be documented from the time period you are listing. 
This is known as Primary Source, i.e., a piece of jewelry from an archeological dig.

You can also use a Secondary Source, which is an authority, who did not live in the time, 
who has researched and referenced a primary source, i.e., an expert from our time (or a 



medieval person writing a hundred years after the artifact was made), commenting on the 
piece of jewelry.

Documentation usually consists of no less than three sources. The more primary sources 
utilized the better, but one at the very least should be a Primary Source.

Back up your documentation with a good Bibliography (Title of the book, author, 
publisher, first published date or revised edition date).

Web sites should include the link, authoritarian source (like a museum), page and author 
if applicable, and date retrieved.

Social media, like Pinterest or sources like Wikipedia, can be utilized to point you in the 
right direction, but are generally difficult to pin down for genuine Primary or Secondary 
sources. Your research should not be exclusively obtained from the World Wide Web or 
from social media sites.

Make sure you present the correct number of copies of your documentation and that your 
documentation does not exceed the limit listed in the rules.

There are many great classes on how to document for arts and sciences competitions that 
you can take. Almost every collegium offers a class in documentation. If you cannot find 
a class then contact your local or the kingdom Minister of the Arts and Sciences for 
assistance.

In the Barony of Tir Ysgithr:

“5 Easy Steps to Writing Documentation for Arts and Sciences Competitions”, Presented 
by Posadnitsa Ianuk, OL 

“Documentation tips for getting more points”, presented by Mistress Dairine Mor o’ 
uHigin

Q. Ok, my entry is documented, entered and now I need to set it out for judging, any
tips on the best way to do that?

A. The final step is to present your entry in the most pleasing and aesthetic way. As an 
example, if you have made bread and you have three judges, set in the space provided for
you as if you were serving guests (one place setting for each judge). Have the bread and a
bread knife upon a cutting board, plates to put the piece of bread on, a butter knife and 
butter, napkins, a glass of water, etc. 



Q. My entry has been judged, can I pick up my copies of my judging sheets?

A. Absolutely! That is why the judges took the time to make comments for each of the 
criterion. After the judging sheets have been reviewed and tallied the MoA&S in charge 
of the competition they will release them for you to pick up. If you have any questions or 
concerns with what a judge has written on your judging sheet you are most welcome to 
discuss it with them after the competition; many judges will provide you some form of 
contact information on the judging sheet.

Here another helpful hint concerning judging sheets, put them aside and read them again 
in three months. This will allow you the time to process the information and enable you 
to look at the judge’s comments more objectively.

Q. I want to enter, but I also want to cast my vote for Populace Choice in a showcase
or serve as a judge for an A&S Competition. I know the saying “Approach 
Determines Response” applies to both, but are the artisans showcasing looking for 
the same feedback as those competing?

A. Usually not, so I have broken down for you the two different judging criteria utilized 
for a showcase and a competition.

In both cases, you of course would want to be kind, courteous, and constructive. You 
want to inspire, encourage and motivate. Let them know you look forward to seeing more
of their work.

If you are involved in a populace choice/vote as the one casting the vote:

1, Keep in mind that the person is not competing and ask first if they would like 
suggestions. “May I suggest…….”

2. Focus on the positive. The artisan may not be open to constructive criticism.

3.  If offering a suggestion, let the artisan know how this will benefit them. 

If you are involved as a judge in an arts and sciences competition:

Bear in mind that this artisan has shown courage, fortitude and perseverance in entering 
the competition, and that act deserves your respect, and the best way to demonstrate that 
is:

1. To share your expertise and knowledge, for the purpose of assisting the entrant in 
becoming the best they can be in their art or science. You may help the artisan by 
suggesting alternative methods, materials, techniques, and/or educational and research 
resources, etc.



2. Be specific, clear, concise, descriptive, and straightforward, using the upmost courtesy,
tact and care, when phrasing your comments.

3. Avoid mixing your positive and negative comments. Remember when you use the 
word “but” it negates what was said before it. 

4. Avoid authoritative messages, i.e. “you must, you should or shouldn’t”, etc.

5. Know your judging criteria as set forth by the competition. 

Speaking of respect, remember if you are an entrant, your judges have traveled to the site,
paid their site fee and have invested their time for your benefit. Remember it is almost 
impossible for a judge to address each criterion on a judging sheet in-depth within the 
time restraints and space provided. 

In conclusion:

A. Participate at the level in which you are comfortable. Showcase or Novice divisions 
are always a good choice when first placing your art/science out for review. 

B. Know the reasons why you have chosen to display or compete

C. Read the competition rules and review the judging criteria

D. Do your research and documentation first, then begin your project planning

E. Take a class in documentation (they are usually offered at A&S Collegiums)

F. Take the Kingdom of Atenveldt Judge’s Certification Class

G. Use your Minister of the Arts and Sciences as a resource. 

Viscountess Victoria of the Vales of Barnsdale, OL, OP




