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Populace Meetings Populace Meetings Populace Meetings    

Populace Meetings are normally the second 

Wednesday of each month with occasional exceptions 

due to conflicting events or meeting location changes. 

We welcome all populace members to come to the 

monthly meetings to share ideas, discuss projects, 

plan events, and stay up to date on the happenings in 

the barony. If you have a desire to get more involved 

in the barony, but you aren’t sure how to go about it, 

we encourage you to come and listen in to learn more 

about volunteering opportunities. 

 

 

July Location:                                      July Location:                                      July Location:                                         

Ward 6 City Council Office  

(near Speedway and Country Club) 

3202 E. 1st. Street, Tucson, AZ 85716 
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From their ExcellenciesFrom their ExcellenciesFrom their Excellencies 

Greetings Unto the Brilliant Populace of Tir Ysgithr, 
 
 
The absence of a B and B letter appears to be from the cause of extreme hot weather 
and rampant guinea pigs that stole It while it was in delivery process. 
 
Tune in next month! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

Baron    Baroness                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Artwork by: Lady Quillon Jorhildr Hravnskald  
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Barony of Tir Ysgithr PanjandrumBarony of Tir Ysgithr PanjandrumBarony of Tir Ysgithr Panjandrum   

Baron Simon and Baroness Magdalen 

boarsheadbty@gmail.com       (520) 724-6946 

Seneschal : Ronan MacHugh de Gerin 6/30/2014, sene-

schal@btysca.org 

Deputy: Mistress Anya Sergeeva,6/30/2014 

Warrants Deputy: OPEN 

Waiver Secretary: Lady Eilina Elfski (Victoria Nault), 6/30/2014, waiv-

ers@btysca.org 

 

Exchequer: Lord Finnr Eiriksson (Eric Chalberg),  June 2014 

reeve@btysca.org 

Exchequer Deputy: Aldontza Nafaira, 6/30/14 

 

Black Boar Pursuivant: Lord Seamus mac Riain (James Wilcox), 

6/30/2014, herald@btysca.org 

Black Boar Herald:  Lord Rian O Tadgaian, 6/30/2014, her-

ald@btysca.org 

Court Deputy Herald: HG Elzbieta the Constant, Awaiting 6/30/2014 

 

Armored Combat Marshal: Lord Ogidai Qara, June 2014, mar-

shal@btysca.org 

 

Archery Marshall: Lord Gavin Kerr (Joel Minturn), 6/30/2014 ar-

chery@btysca.org 

 

Rapier Marshal: Walpurga of Tir Ysgithr  6/30/2014 rapier@btysca.org 

Rapier Deputy: Lord Arion the Falcon (Bryan A. Almond), 6/30/2014 

 

Youth Combat Marshal: OPEN  youthmashal@btysca.org 

List Mistress: Mistress Elaine O Llansteffan, Pel. (Elaine MacKenzie), 

6/30/2014, lists@btysca.org, (520) 572-7039 

 

Minister of Arts and Sciences: OPEN 

Arts & Sciences Deputy: Dan Starr  11/30/2014 
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Chronicler: Milday Mirabelle Papillon (Keely Kouts) 6/30/2014 chroni-

cler@btysca.org,  

Chronicler Deputy: Mistress Sely Bloxom, Pel. (Jerrine Bergman), 

6/30/2014 

 

Chirurgeon: :Lady Kathryn de Grey of Anwick, 6/30/14, chirur-

geon@btysca.org,  

(507) 382-1270  

 

Web Minister: Lady Aida Ysabella Lacarra de Navarra, 6/30/2014, 

webminister@btysca.org 

Web Minister Deputy:  OPEN 

 

Chatelaine: Lady Berkedei Kokosara (Jessica Sorenson), 6/30/2014, 

chatelaine@btysca.org 

Chatelaine Deputy: HE Baroness Deborah of Mightrinwood, Countess 

Mightrinwood (Deborah Wooten), 6/30/2014 

 

Children's Minister:  Open childrens@btysca.org 

Children’s Minister Deputy:  Open 

 

Regalia: Lady Juliana Ruadh MacLachlan (Linda Wagner), 11/28/? rega-

lia@btysca.org 

Regalia Deputy: OPEN 

 

Scribe: Open 

Scribe Emergency Deputy: Mistress Shoshana Drakere (Sioux McGill), 

6/30/2014, scribe@btysca.org 

Scribe Deputy: Lady Isabeau Vize (Tammie Chenoweth), 6/30/2014 

 

Sheriff: Lady Anastasia MacEwan de Ravenna (Susan Mastin), 6/30/14, 

sheriff@btysca.org, (520) 904-5026, Pending 

Sheriff Deputy:  OPEN 
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News from the Crown  

Bids needed for Kingdom Events 
 
The Atenveldt Kingdom Financial Committee is requesting bids from any 

group(s) who wish to steward the following upcoming Kingdom Events  

 

 Event Bid Due by 

Jan 3 2015    Kingdom 12th Night 01/06/2014 

Feb 7-8 2015   Spring Crown Tournament 08/01/2014 

May 2-3 2015   Spring Coronation 11/01/2014 

June 6-7 2015   A&S Collegium 01/01/2015 

Sept 5-6 2015   Fall Crown Tournament 03/01/2015 

Oct 3-4 2015    A&S Competition 04/01/2015 

Nov 7-8 2015   Fall Coronation 05/01/2015 

If your group wishes to host a Kingdom Event on this date, please send 
your bid to the Kingdom Financial Committee at: KFC@atenveldt.org 
These dates are reserved for Kingdom level events only.  For more info-
mation about submitting a bid for a Kingdom level event see  http://
atenveldt.org/Events/EventAdministration 

http://atenveldt.org/Events/EventAdministration
http://atenveldt.org/Events/EventAdministration
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Crown Tournament - Letters of Intent Due 
 
TRM Craven and Elzbieta, King and Queen of Atenveldt, invite all qualified 
combatants and consorts to submit Letters of Intent to participate in Their 
September 6, 2014 Crown Tournament.   

 

Letters must be received by the Crown and Kingdom Seneschal no later 
than August 7, 2014. Email addresses are crown@atenveldt.org and sene-
schal@atenveldt.org.  See the Regnum in Southwind or on 
www.atenveldt.org for the correct mailing addresses.  Please understand all 
letters must come by United States Postal Service or via email. Please do 
NOT send letters with “signature required” for delivery as this may delay re-
ceipt and cause you to miss the deadline.   Include with your letter:  

modern names 
membership numbers 
SCA names (with proper spelling as passed or submitted) 
addresses, phone numbers, email addresses 
fighter authorization number(s).   

 

Requirement to participate in Crown List  

Each competitor and prospective consort must hold a valid Membership on 
the day of the Royal List. Within ten business days after being declared victor 
in a Crown Tourney, the Victor and Consort must present the Kingdom Sene-
schal with proof that their memberships are current through at least the end 
of the prospective reign.  The following are considered positive confirmation: 

 a valid membership card,  
the appearance of their names with a valid membership on a printout 

from the Corporate Office,  
a membership label issued by the Corporate Office showing their names 

and expiration date,  
receipt of online membership (as downloaded from the SCA, Inc renewal 

website),  
a postcard or letter from SCA Corporate Office confirming that their mem-

berships have been received.   
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Lex Atenveldtus... Requirements for Crown Lists  
X. Crown Tournament  

 

The requirements to enter and to be represented in the Crown Lists are as 
follows: 

 To fulfill the requirements as stated in Corpora - specifically, both fighter 
and consort must be members of the SCA and must remain members 
throughout their tenure and reign. Positive confirmation that the 
Office of the Registry has received the membership application is re-
quired before anyone may be permitted to fight, or be fought for, in a 
Crown List.  

 
To have resided within the Kingdom of Atenveldt for twelve months imme-

diately prior to and to have been active in the SCA for the twelve 
months immediately prior to the Crown Tournament.  

 
The fighter and consort must submit a Letter of Intent to the Crown and 

Kingdom Seneschal thirty days prior to the tournament. This letter 
must include all of the following:  
Proof of membership for the fighter and consort, or a membership 

number and membership expiration date that can be confirmed on 
an SCA Registry Membership list on the day the letter is received.  

A copy of the fighter’s SCA Authorization Card, or an Atenveldt Fighter 
Authorization Card number for the fighter that can be confirmed 
on the Kingdom Marshallate Rolls on the day the letter is received. 

  
The fighter and consort must have a name and device passed OR submitted 

to the College of Heralds thirty days prior to the tournament.  
 
To remain residents in the Kingdom throughout their tenure and reign.  
 
To familiarize themselves with Corpora and Kingdom Law and to be willing 

to swear on their honor that, should they win, they believe them-
selves to be competent to hold the Crown of Atenveldt.  
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To be at least eighteen years of age.  
 
Must have a regular means of quick communication and a dependable 

means of transportation should they win.  
 
Must be prepared to be responsible for the expenses incurred during the 

reign as the Crown.  
 
To be acceptable unto the Crown of Atenveldt.  
The unbelted combatant must have a belted fighter willing to speak for 

him/her at the time of the Crown List.  
 
To be willing to swear an oath of Fealty to the Crown of Atenveldt and to 

the Kingdom should they win. If for any reason, a fighter or consort 
can not swear an oath of Fealty, they must submit in writing to the 
Crown and Kingdom Seneschal an alternate oath that is agreeable to 
all parties.   

 
This alternate oath must be received by the Crown and Kingdom Sene-

schal one week prior to the Crown Tournament. Should the fighter 
or consort who has submitted the oath win the tournament, they 
will not be able to accept oaths of Fealty from, or give oaths of Feal-
ty to, the Landed Royalty, the Peers, any officers, or the populace.  

 

In Service to the Crown and Kingdom of Atenveldt, 
Baroness Saba O’Coileain        Kingdom Seneschal 
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Recent AwardsRecent AwardsRecent Awards 

Check back next time! 

Please submit awards to the Barony of Tir Ysgthir web-

site! 
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Artwork by: Lady Quillon Jorhildr Hravnskald  
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WebsitesWebsitesWebsites   

Barony of Tir Ysgithr (Tucson Chapter) 

http://www.btysca.org 

Kingdom of Atenveldt (Arizona Chapter) 

http://www.atenveldt.org 

Society for Creative Anachronism Inc. (Main) 

http://www.sca.org 

College of St. Felix (UofA Chapter) 

http://clubs.asua.arizona.edu/~stfelix 

Yahoo Groups & Facebook GroupsYahoo Groups & Facebook GroupsYahoo Groups & Facebook Groups   

Tir Ysgithr Email List 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithr 

Rapier Email List 

http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/tir-rapier 

Archery Email List 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithrArchery 

 

Barony of Tir Ysgithr Facebook Group 

 

SCA - College of St. Felix (University of Arizona Chapter) Facebook Group 

 

SCA - Kingdom of Atenveldt  Facebook Group 
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Combat PracticesCombat PracticesCombat Practices   
Baronial Fighter Practice: This is an opportunity for everyone in our 

barony to come together and practice armored combat (including 

melee), rapier, youth combat, European and Middle Eastern dancing, 

musical instruments (including bagpipes and drums), arts projects 

and games. It is an informal social gathering of friends, where we 

meet and greet and distribute the newsletter. Everyone is encour-

aged to attend. Garb is NOT required. Fighter Practice is held every 

Tuesday night from 7-10 pm at Reid Park (SW corner of 22nd Street & 

Country Club). When war season is upon us melees will be happen-

ing regularly starting at 8:30pm. For more information, contact any 

member of the Marshallate or Officer Corps.  Hardsuit Marshal: mar-

shal@btysca.org. 

 

Rapier Practice: All those who wish to practice their skill with the 

blade should join us each Tuesday evening at Baronial Fighter Prac-

tice (see above). We often have fighters from throughout the King-

dom join us for pick-ups and melees. Rapier Marshal: rapi-

er@btysca.org. 

 

Youth Fighter Practice: Held during baronial Fighter Practice (see 

above) for ages 6-16. Parents will need to attend to sign the youth 

waiver and watch their youth. Some loaner armor is available. Youth 

Fighter Marshal: youthmarshal@btysca.org. (5th & Highland—due 

west).   7:00-10:00 pm. NEVER rains out. 

 

 



16  

Archery Practice: There is a $5 range fee for those shooting. We 

have loaner bows and arrows, and can provide introductory in-

struction for any newcomers. Newcomers are welcome! Youth 

archers are welcome as well, but must be accompanied by a par-

ent or guardian. 

The schedule can also be found on the baronial calendar. Garb is 

encouraged, but not required.  Contact: Lord Gavin Kerr (Joel 

Minturn), archery@btysca.org. 

Location: Precision Shooting Equipment (PSE), 2727 N. Fairview 

Avenue, Tucson, 85705  

 

The College of St. Felix:  St. Felix is the SCA Chapter at the Univer-

sity of Arizona and is specifically directed at students, faculty, staff 

and alumni of the U of A. Their mission is recruitment of new SCA 

members and the group introduces "New Blood" into our Current 

Middle Ages. St. Felix gathers for meetings during the university 

school year from August through May. For more information, 

please contact M’lady Arria Silvana 

SCA.CollegeOfStFelix@gmail.com (469)-744-3572.  Fighter train-

ing/practice, Thursday nights at 7:00 PM, Highland Quad on the U 

of A Campus , NEVER  rains out.  
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Arts & Sciences GatheringsArts & Sciences GatheringsArts & Sciences Gatherings   

Arts Night: Arts Nights are held on the first Tuesday of each month  

at Baronial Fighter Practice from 7-10 pm at Reid Park (SW corner of 

22nd Street & Country Club).  Each month a number of arts classes 

are offered. Garb is encouraged. Contact: as@btysca.org  

 

Dance Practice: Mistress Elaine O Lansteffan and Sir Wulfere For-

loren teach English and Italian Country and Court dances regularly at 

our Baronial Fighter Practice.  Middle Eastern dance is also informal-

ly.  Follow the sound of the drums or join in with the dancing ladies.    

Contact: Mistress Elaine,                     (520) 572-7039. 

 

Tir Ysgithr Twisters:  The Twisters are a Fiber Arts group that meets 

Tuesdays at Baronial Fighter Practice, from     7-10 pm at Reid Park 

(SW corner of 22nd Street & Country Club).  The group learns and 

practices spinning, weaving, lucet, naalbinding and many other fiber 

based crafts. Contact Lady Mishia MacBain, as@btysca.org. 

 

The Cooks Guild: The Cooks Guild is a gathering of those interested 

in period cooking and recipes. Each month, a different food theme is 

chosen and participants are encouraged to prepare and bring a dish 

following the theme to share. Cooks Guild meets the fourth 

Wednesday of every month, starting at 7:30 p.m. Site changes 

monthly. Contact: HE Baroness Marta as tu Mika-Mysliwy, O.L., Pel., 

bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com, (520) 881-9492. 
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Baronial Scriptorium: Interested in painting or calligraphy? Want 

to learn more about how those lovely scrolls that get handed out 

at court are made? Join us on the first and third Thursdays of the 

month.  

Location:        

Ward 2 Building  

7575 E. Speedway 

We are open to scribes of all levels of talent and experience. Come 

even if you don’t have any paints or ink. We have stuff for you to 

borrow. Garb is not required. Keep up to date with all the scribal 

happenings, date changes and scroll requests by joining the Scrip-

torium Yahoo Group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

BTYScriptorium/. For more information, email the Scribe at 

scribe@btysca.org. 

 

Heraldry Hut: Heraldry Hut is held on the third Friday of each 

month beginning at 7:30 p.m. This is an opportunity for gentles 

throughout the kingdom to consult with our Kingdom Submissions 

Herald on a suitable SCA name, device or badge. Contact: Contact 

HE Baroness Marta as tu Mika-Mysliwy, O.L., Pel.,     (520) 881-

9492, bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com  
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Service OpportunitiesService OpportunitiesService Opportunities   

ReeveReeveReeve   

The reeve is in charge of all of the monies for the barony.  They work 

closely with Their Excellencies and the Seneschal to keep events and ex-

penditures within budget.  They are tasked with taking site fees and re-

porting to the kingdom   monthly on the status of the barony financial-

ly.  The position requires that you be a paid member of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism for the duration of your warrant.  If interested, 

contact Their Excellencies at zhigmunandaleyd@gmail.com, the       Sene-

schal at seneschal@btysca.org, and the current Reeve reeve@btysca.org 

Scribe Scribe Scribe    

               Every scroll that is given by their Excellencies is a work of art pro-

duced by the scribes in the barony.  The Baronial Scribe is in charge of co-

ordinating the scribes within the barony for scrolls.  Skills needed for the 

position are the ability to organize the production schedule for scrolls, 

manage work for the scribes, draw up scroll blanks, perform calligraphy 

on scrolls or invitations as needed by the Coronets. If interested, contact 

Their Excellencies at zhigmunandaleyd@gmail.com or the  Seneschal at 

seneschal@btysca.org 

   

Youth Combat Marshal                         Youth Combat Marshal                         Youth Combat Marshal                            

We are in need of youth combat marshal. These positions require that 

you be authorized to fight in hardsuit combat and have an understanding 

of the youth combat rules. If interested,  contact Their Excellencies at 

zhigmunandaleyd@gmail.com, and the Baronial Youth Combat Marshal 

at youthmarshal@btysca.org. 
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Children’s Minister                      Children’s Minister                      Children’s Minister                         

            This is a task for someone who is energetic, organized, creative and 

who enjoys being around kids of all ages. Requirements include assisting 

with the children’s supply boxes and toys and helping to organize pro-

jects and classes for baronial events. If interested, contact Their Excellen-

cies at zhigmunandaleyd@gmail.com or the  Seneschal at sene-

schal@btysca.org 

   

Deputy Seneschal  Deputy Seneschal  Deputy Seneschal     

The Seneschal’s office is responsible for the day to day business of the 

Barony and monitoring adherence to SCA and mundane law. A deputy 

seneschal would be assigned to a particular set of tasks to assist the Sen-

eschal in the duties of the office. If interested, contact Their Excellencies 

at zhigmunandaleyd@gmail.com or the  Seneschal at sene-

schal@btysca.org 

 

Deputy ReeveDeputy ReeveDeputy Reeve   

The reeve is in charge of all of the monies for the barony.  They work 

closely with Their Excellencies and the Seneschal to keep events and ex-

penditures within budget., taking site fees, and reporting to the kingdom 

the monthly status of the barony financially.  The deputy for the reeve is  

responsible for assisting in these tasks, taking site fees at events and 

stepping in as needed for the reeve.  The position requires that you be a 

paid member of the Society for Creative Anachronism for the duration of 

your warrant.  If interested, contact Their Excellencies at zhigmunan-

daleyd@gmail.com, the       Seneschal at seneschal@btysca.org, and the 

current Reeve reeve@btysca.org 
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Heavy Combat Marshal (Open until filled) 

Prerequisites: Authorized in heavy combat,  know the rules of the list, weap-
on and armor standards, have a commitment to be at practice every week.  

 
Duties of the Marshal: Reporting monthly to the  Kingdom Marshal on activi-
ties in the Barony,  working with new fighters and overseeing the  loaner gear, 
setting up the combat fields at  events/practice, authorizing fighters for com-
bat  and associated paperwork, inspecting fighters  at tournaments and mar-
shalling the combat at tournaments.  
Those interested in the position should contact Their Excellencies at 
boarsheadbty@gmail.com and the Seneschal  
at seneschal@btysca.org 

Seneschal (Open until filled)  

 
The Seneschal’s office is responsible for the day to day business of the Baro-
ny and monitoring adherence to SCA and mundane law.  

If interested, please contact  Their Excellencies at 
boarsheadbty@gmail.com or the Seneschal  
at seneschal@btysca.org  

mailto:boarsheadbty@gmail.com
mailto:seneschal@btysca.org
mailto:boarsheadbty@gmail.com
mailto:seneschal@btysca.org
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Leather Masks in Medieval Times 

Submitted by: Lady Quillon Jorhildr Hravnskald  

Masks have been used by humans since prehistoric times for rituals of both life 

and death, and in dramas both merry and sad. The earliest mask discovered was creat-

ed in stone by Neolithic Man, and masks have been used in cultures around the world--     

from stone and wooden masks in ancient Rome and Japan to masks of neoprene and 

paper mache in modern Europe and North America (McCarthy and Nunely, 1999). 

Masks of today are celebrated in books and art, and on the Internet. Leather masks in 

the medieval ages, on the other hand, are a mysterious commodity; we know they ex-

isted and were used, but there seems to be little written documentation to support this. 

Performances using masks, especially those that aped the forms of beasts, were 

frowned upon by the Church as Paganistic—which they often were. 

Masks, with features both human and bestial, are featured in many paintings 

throughout medieval times. Although these may capture the forms of masks as they 

were used by the people of the times, they do little to tell us the medium from which 

the masks were formed, or how they were painted. 

Leather is a rare material in archaeological context, for it does not often survive 

unmarred for thousands of years—we can always consider ourselves lucky to uncover a 

complete leather artifact from medieval times. That we have unearthed few leather 

masks may be less a sign of the times and more a reflection of the fragile nature of 

leather in the ground.  
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Leather Masks in Medieval Times 

Submitted by: Lady Quillon Jorhildr Hravnskald  

The Masks from Novgorod 

There are leather masks that have survived from medieval times that prove their 

existence. Excavations in Novgorod, Russia, beginning in the 1950s, have uncovered over 

twenty leather masks. Some of them, at least, were found in a cobbler’s shop 

(“Archaeology,” 2000).  

The leather faces are humanistic, some with pointed lower teeth. At least one has 

awl- or stitch-marks around the bridge of the nose area, indicating that the mask once had 

a separate nose-piece attached (“Medieval,” 2006). Another mask—a face whose smile 

and merry crescent-shaped eyes are evocative of the “comedy” half of the iconoclastic 

comedy/tragedy masks—is interesting in that it was cut so roughly. The eyes, in particular, 

show slicing knife-marks that extend above one eye and into a corner of another. The 

holes made to receive a cord or thong to hold the mask on are apparently bored with a 

knife blade, and are placed high on the mask, which would thrust the lower part of the 

mask away from the face. Was it created by an apprentice? Or in haste by a cobbler, mak-

ing it to amuse a child? Other leather items recovered from Novgorod, such as footwear, 

knife sheaths, and purses show a higher level of skill and incorporate such techniques as 

embossing, intricate decorative stitching and openwork (“Medieval,” 2006), making such 

rough work seem out of place. A least one 12th century Novgorod mask seems to have 

been cut from the leather of an old boot (“Archaeology,” 2000). 
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The overall color of the Novgorod masks is black, but this could be due to their 

long burial rather than man- made pigment. One mask (see photos) bears traces of pig-

ment—a series of pale lines on the nose and cheeks and a sun-like circle on the fore-

head. 

 Leather Novgorod Masks, State Historical Museum, Moscow.  

Craftsmen of Novgorod clearly had skill in shaping leather, and the tools at their dis-

posal were similar to those we use today—knives and awls, leatherworking needles and 

wooden lasts (Thompson, 1967). What we don’t know is why they created these masks. 

Speculations by archaeologists include children’s amusement, Pagan festivals, and props 

of the Skomorokhi, Russian entertainers and comedians. 
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 Leather Novgorod Masks, State Historical Museum, Moscow.  

The ideas of the masks being Skomorokhi or Pagan festival masks may be one and 

the same. The Skomorokhi, with their masks, musical instruments and dancing bears, per-

formed shows that integrated fortune-telling and other forms of “magic.” Their festivals 

coincided with those of the Church’s Assumption of Christ and Easter. This, combined with 

dressing in “hairy animal masks and clothes to fit and in back they put tails, looking like 

devils, and on their faces they carry the shameful members and bleat devilish things like 

goats and reveal their shameful members” was surely enough to put the Church on edge 

(Bushkovitch, 1992). 

Other Medieval Masks 

Although we do not have many other concrete examples of leather masks being 

used in medieval times, we have paintings from the times like this one from an illustrated 

copy of the 12th century Li Romans d’ Alixandre that depicts a tonsured monk attempting 

to stop dancing masked mummers wearing the guises of various beasts. 

 

Masked mummers, Li Romans d’Alisandre Illustration 
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Medieval mummers’ plays, which were found in many European cultures, were 

more holdovers of Pagan ritual, and therefore frowned on by the Church. There were 

many variations on the plays, but many consisted of a “combatant” pretending to kill or 

wounding another, after which a “doctor” would appear and “cure” the dead or wounded 

man. Often the “cures” would be reminiscent of Pagan remedies, such as pretending to 

draw a tooth from the “patient,” then presenting the tooth of an equine or other animal 

to the audience. With the “abnormal” tooth gone, the patient could return to health or 

life (Kirby, 1975). The medieval “Feast of Fools” had masked peasants reveling, and 

priests turning their vestments inside-out and wearing bishop’s masks (McNeill, 1998). 

Hobby-horses, such as the one still used in Padstow, were also a part of these me-

dieval festivities. The Padstow “horse” consists of a hoop of tarred cloth that encircles a 

hidden person. A carved horses’ head with snapping jaws adorns the front of this con-

traption, and a black mask of a human face protrudes from the horse’s “back” (Kirby, 

1975). 

 A number of edicts were placed to discourage these “evil” practices, including the 

Council of Auxerre, 573-603 AD, banning “performing with hobby-horses and giving of 

presents to demons (Kirby, 1975),” and Pope Innocent III banning masks in 1207 (McNeill, 

1998).  The edicts apparently had little effect, however. 
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Shakespearean Masks 

Later in period we have the plays of Shakespeare (d. 1616,) some of which require 

masks. Romeo could not go unnoticed without his mask at the ball of the Capulets in Ro-

meo and Juliet, and it would be difficult to depict Bottom the weaver’s transformation 

without the mask of an ass’ head. These masks could have been created from a variety of 

materials, according to the whim and funds of the play masters, but leather would still 

have been abundant and relatively easy to form into any needed shapes. 

Venetian Carnival Masks 

 Some of the most famous and easily-recognized masks today are those of the Ve-

netian Carnival. This festival, beginning in December, was a pre-Lenten extravaganza that 

allowed one last chance at feasting on meat (Hale, 1981). In modern Venice you can pur-

chase exquisite creations of paper mache covered with gold leaf and draped in ribbons 

and  feathers and veiled in multi-colored cloth, but early carnival masks depicted in 

paintings show much simpler creations. The carnival was celebrated in Venice as early as 

the 1100s, and a Venice law cropped up in 1268 regulating the costume-goers—in this 

case forbidding the playing of the “egg game—“ a practice in which masked noblemen 

would sling eggs full of scented water at passing ladies. Levels of debauchery and use of 

masks for reasons other than “partying” led to more laws being passed regulating the 

wearing of masks. You could wear them only during Carnivale. You could not wear them 

in a nunnery…masks were being used as “equalizers,” allowing peasants to mingle with 

nobles, spies to be privy to conversations they otherwise would not have, and debt-

ridden noblemen to gamble without their creditors recognizing them (Editore, 2009). 
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Besides a regular cast of characters worn by Venetian carnival-goers, such as the Bauta, 

Larva/volto, and Moretta, There was a form of improvisational theater in Venice called 

“Commedia Dell’ Arte,” which began in the 1600s. These players used a cast of masked 

characters which included such memorable creations as the black-masked Arlecchino-- a 

foolish ,simple-minded Harlequin, Pantalone, the beak-nosed old merchant, and Pulcinel-

la, a large-nosed, often hunchbacked buffoon (Editore, 2009). 

Pulcinella in leather, c. 1700, The Theatre Museum, London. 

Again, practices viewed by the Church as Pagan were carried out during carnival, 

including the sacrificing of animals and reveling in masks, and the Church tried to regulate 

the antics of the partiers. In 1797 Venice became part of the Austrian-held kingdom of 

Lombardy-Venetia, and the Carnival went into decline, to be revived around 1979 (Hale, 

1981). 
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As far as the creation of Venetian masks, a number of guilds were ratified by the 

magistrates called the Giustizieri Vechi, who were responsible for the “vigilance of arts 

and crafts,” in 1436. One of these guilds was that of the Maschereri, or mascareri—the 

mask-makers. According to a document in the Correr Civic Museum, Venice, eleven 

craftsmen were registered in the guild between 1530-1600. There was even a woman 

mask-maker registered, by the name of Barbara Scharpetta. Another, similar guild was 

that of the “Targheri—“craftsmen who created “faces” of paper mache or waxed canvas 

(Editore, 2009). 

Argument for the Use of Leather in Medieval Masks 

The Guilds may well have protected their mask-making secrets; at any rate, there is 

little physical evidence left of the original masks, and paintings have the disadvantage of 

not revealing the original composition of the masks they represent. Various mask-makers 

in modernVenice who use leather say that they are “copying the old way,” and even 

though neoprene is a cheap and common medium for producing masks today, there are 

those who are still willing to pay more for leather masks because they are more comforta-

ble and longer-lasting.  
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In a society that ate a good deal of meat, leather would have been a common 

commodity even when paper was not. Leather can be molded into intricate shapes using 

tools and materials readily available—you need only water to soften the leather, and it 

can be prodded into shape with any rigid tools. The knowledge was clearly there, as 

shown by the Novgorod masks, and any culture that used vegetable-tanned leather and 

had knowledge of shaping it (as most European cultures did, into sheaths, containers, 

footwear, etc.) could shape a leather mask if they could shape a shoe. 

 In his Craftsman’s Handbook, written in 15th century Florence, Cennino Cennini 

writes an account of how to produce both a life mask of the face in plaster and how to 

model a shaped crest or helmet in leather—both skills that easily translate to mask mak-

ing. 

Leather mask of Alexander Peden, outlawed preacher, 

in the National Museum of Scotland. 
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My Methods of Constructing Leather Masks 

I use various weights of vegetable-tanned leather, from 4-8 ounces, depending on 

the intricacy and size of each mask. After designing the shape of the mask I draw it out on 

the leather, and cut the outline and eyes with shears and knives. The leather is then 

soaked in hot (not boiling!) water until no more bubbles rose from it, and then patted dry 

(For this step I recommend using an old towel or rag—the wet leather may stain the 

cloth.) Where stamping of the surface is desired I use a variety of purchased stamps and 

some made by filing down pieces of steel, tapping the design in with a mallet which I 

made using a small maple log that I whittled down and a handle carved from ash. Bold de-

signs are cut into the leather using knives and a v-tool similar to a gouge. 

When the leather is stamped, and holes punched or bored for the ties, I mold the 

masks. This is done against a variety of forms of wood and metal, as well as my own face. 

Where the leather requires more stretching, I use antler points and wooden tool handles 

to shape it. The shaped masks are then set out to dry. I set them on a rolled piece of fabric 

to help them keep their shape while they are drying. 

I could find no documentation of the type of paint used on any of the extant leather 

masks. Dark coloration on excavated masks may well be attributed to darkening through 

age and exposure to elements. The acids in leather are detrimental to many pigments 

used in the medieval ages, and the flexible nature of a mask causes many paints to crack 

as the mask bends and conforms to the face, therefore I use (leather-specific) acrylic paint, 

which is flexible and safe for leather, and long-lasting. For the ties I use leather thong, 

which holds a knot well, but can also be undone if needed. 
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Early forms of the Larva mask. By Giacomo Franco, 1610. British Museum 

 

Commedia dell’Arte, Danilo Reato. Late 16th century. Printed in the book Le 
Maschere Veneziane. 
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events   
Investiture & Too Darn Hot  

 
July 12-13, 2014                                                     Barony of Ered Sul 

  
Site: Willard Springs Blow Out Tank, exit 325 Munds Park AZ 86017.  Site opens at 12 p.m. 

Friday, July 11 and closes at 5 p.m. Sunday, July 13.  

Site fees:  Adult member $15.00; non-member charge +$5.00; Youth 8-16 $6.00, under 8 

free. 

 Event Stewards Collette Marion Cooke (Toni Cannon) and Lady Nai Metzli Quetzaxochitl 

(Stephanie Klimek) at toodarnedhot@gmail.com   

Are you tired of feeling like an ant under the medieval microscope?! We know that for 

many it is literally “too hot” to enjoy the weather, so come on up to our lovely windy 

mountains in Ered Sul, and enjoy what our refreshing forests have to offer!   

There will be competitions for our Baronial Championships in hard suit, rapier, archery 

and bardic as well as a wake for our Baronial cadaver. And if that wasn’t enough, we will 

also enjoy our Baronial birthday and the Baronial investiture! This will be an event full of 

fun and opportunities for celebration!  

Once the Champions are decided, and the day winds down, there will be a feast to com-

memorate the investiture done in a neighborly “potluck” style - you bring the sides and 

we will bring the meat! Sunday the Baronial pancake breakfast will also be available (for 

donations).  

The site is wet. Camping is allowed with above-ground fire pits subject to Forest Service 

restrictions. Be prepared for propane only. We are in the wood, there is no electricity or 

running water. Bring your own drinking water. Pets and horses are welcome. They must 

be on a leash at all times and you must clean up after your pets. Smoking outdoors may 

be permitted subject to Forest Service restrictions. Bring appropriate butt cans.  

Directions:  From the South, take I-17 north to Willard Springs (Exit 326).  From the 

North, take I-17 south to Willard Springs (Exit 326). Follow the paved road, bearing right 

past the refuse transfer station approximately 1/2 mile to Blowout Tank meadow (on the 

right). There will be SCA signs. 
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Middle East Feast  

 
July 19, 2014                                                 Barony of Twin Moons 
Site: Hilton Phoenix Airport, *2435 S. 47th St,Phoenix, AZ 85034 480-894-1600 

Site Opens: 2pm-midnight Site fee:  Adult members, $15; non-members, $20; youth 6-17, $10.   

Feast fee:  Adult feast $20; youth feasts $10; all feasts are prepaid through ACCEPS only. 

ACCEPS will be available until July 5th, and no feasts will be sold at the door.  

The Hilton Hotel offers a discounted room rate of $79 per night. Please mention the SCA when reserving 

your room to receive this rate.  See Hilton.com for more details or call 480-894-1600  Amenities at the 

hotel include, onsite ATM, gift shop, pool, onsite restaurants and bar, room service and airport shuttle  

Site is wet, outside food and beverages are not permitted, no pets allowed, smoking in designated areas 

only.   

Event stewards: Lady Irisko Aranyas 480-226-5676 Ashimo115@gmail.com; Lady Greta Lehn Brisling  

The hot Atenveldt sun sits high in the sky at the height of its glory. Thirst and hunger threaten to over-

whelm you as you travel through the scorching sands in search of respite. A shady oasis appears in the 

distance, cool and inviting. You fear the heat has gone to your head and this is only a mirage, a trick of 

the desert. You trudge closer, hoping against hope when the low rumble of drums drifts out to draw you 

in. Your mind is further put to ease when the succulent aromas of a feast in full swing surround you. A 

few more steps and you are welcomed to the shade by friends and drink, by fragrant hookah smoke and 

dazzling dancers, by merchants with exotic wears and food aplenty. Come; join us in the cool Twin 

Moons’ Oasis for Middle East Feast!   

Settle amongst the pillows to enjoy a wondrous feast inspired by a blending of culture including assort-

ed fresh fruit, Harira (lentil and lamb soup) Golden Rice, Tomato & Cucumber Salad with lemon mint 

dressing, Jaj ma’a Hashwa (lemon braised chicken & pine nuts), lemon yogurt and sesame cake for de-

sert.  All of the recipes for this meal have been graciously provided by Duke Sir Ibrahim al-Dimashqi of 

the Outlands. Feast space is limited and available through ACCEPS only. Turkish coffee will be available, 

and donations are requested to help offset the cost of this favored beverage. The hotel also has a res-

taurant with American cuisine available for those who do not favor Middle Eastern cuisine. No outside 

food or beverages are allowed at the event.    

We encourage you to bring your own carpets and pillows as to fully immerse yourself into a day of 

lounging and comfort. The event hall does have limited space, so larger items will need to stay behind as 

the space will not accommodate larger items well. Take a stroll through the Bazaar where merchants 

will be peddling their wares. Once again we are pleased to offer on-site henna application as well. A si-

lent auction will be held to benefit the general fund of the Barony. For those who wish to partake, hook-

ah smoking will be allowed on the patio.  
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Granite Mountain Collegium  

 
July 26, 2014                                                 Barony of Granite Moun-

tain  

Site: Chino Valley Senior Center, 1021 W Butterfield Rd, Chino Valley AZ 

86323  

Site fee: $5 adult members, $10 adult non-members, youth 17 and under 

free.    

This is a dry site, service animals only, no smoking on site.  Drinking water, 

iced tea and lemonade will be provided. You are invited to bring your favor-

ite finger food style contribution to our traditional Granite Mountain pot-

luck luncheon.  

Event Steward: Lady Jacomina Rizzardi (mka Sada Davenport) 928-533-

2772 jacominarizzardi@gmail.com  

Join us in the breezy mountain pines of the Barony of Granite Mountain on 

Saturday, July 26th from 9am to 5pm for a day of fun, learning, and fellow-

ship at our annual Granite Mountain Collegium. The day will include a wide 

variety of classes for all interests from fiber arts to fighting arts, silent auc-

tions to benefit our Hospitality fund and Arts and Sciences fund, a “Quick 

Six” Largesse Derby, and a potluck lunch.  Additionally, polling to determine 

the next Baron and Baroness of Granite Mountain will occur with polls 

open from 12 noon to 1:30pm.  

Directions:  From the South: From I-17, travel west on AZ-69. Turn right on-

to Fain Rd, continue straight onto AZ-89A S. Take Exit 317 for AZ-89 toward 

Chino Valley. Turn left onto Butterfield Rd, Collegium will be on the left.  

From the North: From I-40, travel south on AZ-89 through Chino Valley, 

turn right onto Butterfield Rd, Collegium will be on the left.  
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Arts & Sciences Competition  
 

August 2nd, 2014                                           Barony of Sundrag-
on  
Site:  Apostles Lutheran Church – 7020 W Cactus Rd, Peoria 
AZ 85345.  Site opens from 11 am to 4 pm  

 

Site Fees:  $10 for members, Children 17 & under are free – 
the usual $5 non-member surcharge will apply.  

 

Event Steward:  Iseult inghean ui Threasaigh (Tracy Sanders) 
– 623-322-5005 (please no calls after 8 pm)  

 

August may be as hot as the inside of a dragon, but there is 
some relief in sight.  August 2nd is the day SunDragon will 
hold its annual A&S Competition.  SunDragon has many 
amazing artisans willing to step forward and compete for this 
wonderful accolade.   There will be both Adult and Youth 
competitions.  Details regarding the competitions can be 
found in the Baronial Newsletter – Chronus Dracorum, the 
Baronial Website – www.sundragon.atenveldt.org, or on the 
Baronial Yahoo or Facebook groups.    

 

In addition to the competitions, there will be an artisan’s dis-
play for those wishing to show their work without declaring 
for the competition.  There will also be several impromptu 
classes being taught by the artisans of this fine Barony.    
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25th Anniversary   Mace & Greatsword 
  

August 23-24, 2014                             Barony of Mons Tonitrus
  
Welcome to the thunderous mountains of the Barony March of Mons Tonitrus! Join us as 
we celebrate the 25nd anniversary of the founding of our mighty Barony.   

 

Site:  Lower Garden Canyon, Ft Huachuca, Sierra Vista, AZ.  Site opens 2:00 pm, Friday 
August 22nd.  Site closes Sunday August 24 at 3:00 pm 

Site fees: $12 for adults members, $2 for children ages 5 to 17. Additional $5 surcharge 
for non-members.  Make checks payable to: SCA, Barony of Mons Tonitrus.  

Event Steward:  Lady Moire Ayres (520-559-3641) pat_auten@yahoo.com .  

Site is wet, but has no water, so bring your own, as well trash bags to carry yours out. 
Leashed pets are welcome.  If no fire restrictions are in place, then fires in above 
ground pits only.  Special needs attendees or those seeking hotel information or crash 
space should contact the Event Steward.    

 

Saturday: the Lists will open following opening Court and during the day there will be op-
portunities for Artisans to meet and Archers to fling arrows down range.  In addition to 
the Mace and Great Sword tournament, there will also be a cut and thrust tourney and 
archery.  Bring your greatswords, maces, bows, arrows, and rapiers join in the fun.   

After dark, due to unforeseen weather issues at Barmaids, we will be holding the adult 
Barmaids competition. This will be an adults-only portion of the event.  There is expected 
to be fierce competition, bring on your best!  

 

Sunday:  The Baron's Champion, Baroness' Champion, and Baronial Archery Champions 
will be determined. While only members of Mons Tonitrus may declare for Champion-
ship, all are invited to compete. Closing court to follow.  Site closes at 3:00 pm.  

Directions: Take I-10 East to Exit 302 (Hwy 90 to Ft. Huachuca/Sierra Vista). Drive South 
on Highway 90 and urn right at Hwy 90 and Fry Blvd to the Ft Huachuca Main gate. After 
entering Ft. Huachuca, follow signs to Lower Garden Canyon. All adults required to show 
government-issued identification, and possibly registration and proof of insurance. For-
eign nationals must be signed in by an ID Card holder, please inform the Event Steward as 
soon as possible to ensure ease of access. For your safety and comfort please heed “Dips 
in Road” signs and speed limits.   

For more information, see the Mace & Greatsword Facebook page or visit: http://
bmmt.org 

http://bmmt.org
http://bmmt.org
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Battlemoor 
Pre-Registration via ACCEPS is Open  

 
August 27th – September 1st 2014           Kingdom of the Outlands 
 
Events Website http://www.battlemoor.org 

Greetings Atenveldt! The Kingdom of the Outlands banner event 
Battlemoor has opened up on ACCEPS.  The gate will open at noon on 
Wednesday the 27th of August, 2014. Battlemoor formally ends on 
Monday the 1st of September, 2014 at noon.   

This event is comparable to Estrella war with a full schedule of SCA 
activities.  Last year Atenveldt threw a fantastic party on Friday night 
and once again we must match the hospitality given us with another 
evening of revelry.   

Pre-registration closes August 4, 2014 

Admission 

Adult (16 and older)  Pre-registered: $40.00  At Gate: 
$50.00 

Child (10 – 15 years)  Pre-registered: $10.00  At Gate: 
$15.00  

Children 9 and under: Free 

Non-member surcharge of $5.00 will be charged as applicable 

 

Exec Parking (first come, first served basis):   $20.00  

RV Parking:       $20.00 

Pre-registration can be made via ACCEPS and mail in.  

Full information and links are on : http://www.battlemoor.org/site-
fees/  
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Great Western War XVII  
 

Oct 8-13, 2014                                                                      Kingdom of Caid  

Event website:  http://www.caid-gww.org  
 
The Crown is attending this premier Caid event so expect a full range of SCA 

activities - merchants, hard suit, Rapier, A&S, archery and share good times 

with our Caidan cousins.  Great Western War (GWW) is the major camping 

event in the Kingdom of Caid, SCA for Southern CA, Vegas NV, and Hawaii.  

Pre registration is available via ACCEPS and mail-in with check.  Deadline is 

August 31. 

    Tues-Thurs arrival  Fri & Sat arrival 

Adult SCA Member  $55    $50 

Adult Fee   $65    $60 

Youth (6-17)   $35    $30 

Child (0-5)   Free    free 

Pets      $1.00 per pet per day 

Extra Land (125sf)  $30    $30 

Dry RV - No Hookups - NO FEE - Length and Width of RV Required  

Pre-register early and get extra land.  Payment Received through ACCEPS or 

Mail Postmarked before May 31, 2014.  will receive an additional bonus por-

tion of land allocation. Adults will be allocated 350 square feet and Youths 

will be allocated 225 square feet as their total allocation (instead of the 

standard 250 sf per adult, 125 sf per youth)  

Site: .Buena Vista Aquatic Recreational Area, 13601 Ironbark Rd, Taft, CA 

93268.  Near Bakersfield, CA 

http://www.caid-gww.org
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Tusker Times 

Submission Deadline: 15th of the month before the cover date. Example: May 

15th for the June issue. 

Artwork Credits:This month’s cover art is courtesy of  Lady Yasha the Nomad 

(Icka M. Chif).  Thanks and appreciation to Milord Alwyn MacLeod for our 

Masthead. The Tusker is always looking for new art for the interior, as well as 

guest artists for the cover. Contact: Lady Mirabelle de la Papillon chroni-

cler@btysca.org. 

Submissions 

Hardcopy: Articles should be typewritten in 10 point or larger font. If hand-

written, please make it legible and include a telephone number. Artwork is 

best if the paper is 8.5" x 11" or smaller. Good quality photocopies are accepta-

ble. Hardcopy submissions should be given directly to the Chronicler or Deputy 

Chronicler at events or fighter practice. 

Electronic: Articles submitted electronically may be in the body of email mes-

sage or MS Word.  Send to  the Chronicler at chronicler@btysca.org. Scanned 

artwork should be scanned at 600 dpi if they are printable size. They may be 

scanned at lower resolutions if they will be reduced. 

Editing: Articles will be edited for common spelling errors and formatting style.  

The rest is up to you!  Articles may also be edited for space restrictions. Arti-

cles reprinted from Southwind will be edited for space and per SCA rules. 

Copy Distribution and Subscription Information 

We distribute abbreviated copies of the Tusker Times at baronial fighter prac-

tice, baronial events and the monthly officer meeting. The full Tusker Times is 

available through the  Tir Ysgithr email list.  For a printed copy of the full Tusker 

Times email request to chronicler@btysca.org.  If you would like to make ar-

rangements to pick up a full copy or multiple copies for your households, or if 

you have special requirements/needs (such as a large print version), please do 

not hesitate to contact the Chronicler.  
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Publication Information & Disclaimer 

August 2013 (Anno Societatus XLVII) 

The Tusker Times is a publication of the Barony of Tir Ysgithr of the Society 

for Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Tusker Times is available twelve (12) 

times a year from the Baronial Chronicler, chronicler@btysca.org. It is not a 

corporate publication of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA policies. Copyright © 2014, Society for Creative 

Anachronism, Inc. 

Reprinting: All contents of these pages belong to the authors, artists, musi-

cians, and other credited persons. If no person is credited they belong to 

the Barony of Tir Ysgithr. Use of the content without permission of the own-

ers may result in liability for infringement of copyright and other actions. All 

rights are reserved and will be enforced.For information on reprinting arti-

cles and/or artwork from this publication contact the Chronicler, who will 

assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece.  Please respect the 

legal rights of our contributors. 
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Chronicler: Milady Mirabelle de Papillon (Keely Kouts), chroni-

cler@btysca.org 

Deputy: Mistress Sely Bloxom, Pel. (Jerrine Bergman), (520) 465-8357 
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Graphics Editor: OPEN 
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