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New to the SCA?
The Society for Creative Anachronism is an international organization dedicated
to researching and re-creating the arts and skills of pre-17th-century Europe. Our “Known
World” consists of 20 kingdoms, with over 30,000 members residing in countries around
the world. Members, dressed in clothing of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, attend events

which feature tournaments, royal courts, feasts, dancing, various classes & workshops, and
more.
How to Get Started
Getting Started in the SCA can be a little daunting– but it’s not as overwhelming
as it seems! All you have to do is come out to an event or contact our local Chatelaine
(chatelaine@btysca.org). The Chatelaine’s job is to help you navigate through the SCA!

Remember, you are not required to dress up to show up to your first event! The Chatelaine
has loaner garb until you can get your own, and if you join us at Fighter Practice or another
event many helpful people will be there to welcome you and answer any questions!

More Information
For more information check out the Baronial Website, SCA Website, and the New Member’s Guide below. Hope to see you around!
Baronial Website: http://www.btysca.org/
SCA Website: http://www.sca.org/
New Member’s Guide: http://www.sca.org/officers/chatelain/pdf/NewcomersGuidePageshi.pdf
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From Their Excellencies

Greetings Unto You Tir Ysgithr, in this the New Year!
May this New Year find you hearty and hale and may your purses be weighed down with
spendable coin! We have safely passed through the last year and look forward with great
excitement to the coming year as it is the celebration of 50 years of our Society! As the
SCA continues onward, so do our people - as Beautiful Gems last the test of time.
Ready your weapons and yourselves for War is in but a few weeks from now! We anticipate our Warriors and Artisans will be making amazing new kits as well as preparing their
encampments for Estrella XXXII. Remember All Roads Lead to Estrella - and in that
vein, remember to Preregister for Estrella! More information may be found
at www.estrellawar.org.
In this New Year, we do ask that you look to your friends and family and send in your
award recommendations To TRM Casca and Melissa and to Us. We look to you to help
brighten the day of your Fellows of the Boar by stitching new boar favors in Argent, Or,
Vert, Counter-Ermine and Azure. (we have a huge supply of Purpure, so we do not have
need for that particular tincture at present).
Last, but never least, be aware: Agents of The Sable Knight are working among us! They
are engineering the return of the dark knight who has subjugated the young students of the
College of St. Felix, for these last few decades. Steel yourselves, do not be deceived, and
be ever vigilant! The Sable Knight Tournament dawns upon the 30th day of January
in Himmel Park. Please come out and support the College and help defeat the Sable
Knight and his many followers.
We look forward to seeing you at all the upcoming War Practices and again wish
you Peace and Prosperity in this New Year!

Sim

Magdalen

Baron
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Baronial Announcements
Populace Meetings

Yahoo Groups

th

December 13 7pm
Tucson City Council Ward 6
3202 E 1st St, Tucson, AZ 85716
At 7:00 PM
Populace Meetings are normally the second
Wednesday of each month with occasional
exceptions due to conflicting events or
meeting location changes. We welcome all
populace members to come to the monthly
meetings to share ideas, discuss projects,
plan events, and stay up to date on the happenings in the barony. If you have a desire
to get more involved in the barony, but you
aren’t sure how to go about it, we encourage you to come and listen in to learn more
about volunteering opportunities.

Tir Ysgithr Email List
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithr
Rapier Email List
http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/tirrapier
Archery Email List
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
TirYsgithrArchery

Websites
Barony of Tir Ysgithr
(Tucson Chapter)
http://www.btysca.org
Kingdom of Atenveldt
(Arizona Chapter)
http://www.atenveldt.org

Court Night
We will not have a Court Night in February
as we will hold Court at Estrella War
XXXII on Sunday morning, February 28 at
9:00 am in the Tir Ysgithr Baronial Encampment. Hope to see you all there!

Society for Creative Anachronism Inc.
(Main)
http://www.sca.org
College of St. Felix
(UofA Chapter)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCA.CSF
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Awards

Congratulations!
Beacon of the Desert
Lady Zoe of Alexandria
Given at Rogues, Rascals, and Rapscallions by Their Majesties King Casca and Queen
Melissa

Order of the Lamp of Tir Ysgithr
Mistress Tigra McKay of Marwood
Given at Deed of Swords by Their Excellencies Sim and Magdalen
Lady Berkedei Kokosara
Given at Southern War Practice by Their Excellencies Sim and Magdalen

Order of the Lynx of Atenveldt
Lord Ronan de Gerin MhicHughe
Given at Rogues, Rascals, and Rapscallions by Their Majesties King Casca and Queen
Melissa

Hope of the Sun of Atenveldt
Lord Tully of Tir Ysgithr
Given at Rogues, Rascals, and Rapscallions by Their Majesties King Casca and Queen
Melissa

Award of Arms
Lady Ai’sha
Given at Rogues, Rascals, and Rapscallions by Their Majesties King Casca and Queen
Melissa
Lord Tully of Tir Ysgithr
Given at Rogues, Rascals, and Rapscallions by Their Majesties King Casca and Queen

Melissa

Volume 26

January 2016 Anno Societatus L

Issue 9

7

About the Awards
Beacon of the Desert: given by the Crown to those persons who have given service
to the Kingdom of Atenveldt.
Order of the Lamp or Tir Ysgithr: given by the Baron and Baroness, subject to the pleasure of the Crown, to those persons who have given outstanding service to the Barony, as
determined by the other members of the Order

Order of the Lynx of Atenveldt: given by the Crown to those persons who have
demonstrated the virtues of the arte of defense with the rapier—Prudence, Audacity,
Celerity, and Fortitude. These Gentles, having demonstrated good judgment; shown
boldness and swiftness; and having exhibited courage both on and off the field, have
excelled both in teaching and in their exceptional artistry of this weapons form.
Hope of the Sun of Atenveldt: given by the Crown to those young people who
demonstrate an understanding of life in these Current Middle Ages, who know and
use the appropriate courtesies consistently, and who demonstrate to the best of their
abilities and knowledge; a willingness to serve, abilities in the arts and sciences, and
an interest in the arts of war.
Award of Arms: given by the King and Queen granting the right to display your
personal arms as well as granting the title “Lord” or “Lady”.

Want to recommend someone for an award?
Write a letter of recommendation or submit a recommendation for the Barony here:
http://www.btysca.org/awards/award-recommendations/
Whatever you do- write it out! You may remember your recommendation but Their
Excellencies are busy people!

Give them something they can’t forget.
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Upcoming Events
Sable Knight
Listen Carefully Dear Atenveldt!
We are a small band of individuals who fly a Sable Banner. At this time we have your College of St. Felix in our possession. Though narrow in number their spirits are hard to dampen. I digress, they are safe for now. However, they have been put to work under harrowing
conditions. If you would like them to see the 2016-2017 school year you will have to face
me, Sir Sable, in mortal combat on January 30, 2016. We might as well make a festival out
of it.
Among the many activities will be an auction, a Sir Sable’s choice arts competition, and
youth combat. If you wish to donate to the auction, and thus pay my ransom, contact the
event autocrat to arrange a drop off. I am quite fond of the home baked goods.

Face me if you dare. I will be waiting.
Yours In Service,
Sir Sable
Court will be held at Their Majesties' discretion. The site is discreetly wet, smoking is allowed but please be mindful of litter, and pets are welcome, but must be leashed and picked
up after.
Site Fee:
Adult: $5
Child (5-17): $5
Child (Under 5): Free
$5 Non-Member surcharge will apply to site fee.
Directions: From the north, take I-10 to Speedway exit, proceed east and turn right at Treat
Ave. One block past Tucson Blvd. From the south, take I-10 to Alvernon exit, proceed
north, and turn left on Speedway, then proceed west and turn left at Treat Ave., past Country Club. The park is one block south of Speedway, just past the library.
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Parking is available on the street or in the parking lot to the west of the library. Please do
not drive on the grass during set up and tear down.
Event Steward: Evfemia Amiot (Hannah Gardner), thecollegeofst.felixchatelaine@gmail.com, 602-653-0483 ( no calls after 9:00pm and please leave
a message)
When: January 30, 2016 Site times 9:00am - 6:00pm.
Where: Himmel Park

1000 N Tucson Blvd
Tucson, AZ 85716
Help Wanted
In need of henchmen, lackeys, minions, sidekicks, or servants with intense loyalty for world
takeover. Compensation will be distributed on a per conquered basis with additional performance incentives. Please bring your own weapon. Contact Sir Sable.

Looking for Love
Mysterious second in command seeking beautiful princess to protect. If you like long walks
at sunset or getting caught in the rain, the clink of 2 swords, and the taste of mead. You’re
the love that I’ve longed for, come with me and escape. Rogue Noir.

Estrella War XXXII
February 23-29, 2016
Come and enjoy the warmth and Courtesy of Atenveldt and Outlands at the 32nd Estrella
War!
Come to Estrella War to embrace old friends and make new ones. Enjoy the warmth of the
Solar Kingdom and be ready to make new stories and tell old tales! Estrella is held at beautiful Schnepf Farms: 24810 S. Rittenhouse Rd., Queen Creek, AZ 85142
For more information please visit Estrellawar.org or contact the Main Event Stewards at
Mains2016@Estrellawar.org.
Site Fee:
Member pre-registered $70.00, At Gate $85.00 , Non-Member : Pre-registered $75.00 At
Gate $90 , Youth 6-17 $25.00 and 5 and under : Free but must register.
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Great Helm Tournament and Hunter's Feast
Great Helm Tournament and Hunter's Feast
Saturday, March 19th and Sunday March 20th, 2016
All heed the call to Great Helm! The Barony of Tir Ysgithr wishes to invite all who read
this missive to join us in celebration to discover our new Baronial Champions! March 19th
and 20th, 2016 at Himmel Park, due south of the library. Site opens at 9:00am and closes at

sunset. There will be both hardsuit and rapier tournaments to determine The Captains of
the Guard on Saturday, March 19th.
The hardsuit Great Helm Tournament is standard single opponent, double elimination
sword and shield. The rapier Captain of the Guard tournament style will be a Round Robin,
giving all fighters a chance to battle every other fighter. The final round will be fought
between the two highest scoring fighters from the day. Cut and Thrust will be permitted at
fighter discretion. Sunday March 20th, the traditional guardsman tournament weapon used
will be glaive, the format TBD based on attendance.
The Baronial Youth Champion tournament will be on Saturday. Youth combatants may
borrow gear if they do not own their own kits. We encourage all our young fighters to
come out ready to be the victor of the day!
In lieu of an evening feast, a Hunter's Feast will be provided during the tournaments at the
park on Saturday. A separate feast fee will apply for those interested in enjoying our mod-

ern spin on a Medieval standard.
Hunters’ Feast Menu:
We plan to serve a variety of sausages including venison, pork, and chicken, roasted root
vegetables with fresh bread rolls, and fruit tarts for dessert.
Bardic Champions
Calling all BARDS!!! Their Excellencies will be holding the Bard of the Boar (18+) and
Tantony Bard (Youth ages 5-17) competitions during the Hunter's Feast on Saturday! The
theme is Comedy and Tragedy. Each entrant must have two pieces, a story, poem or song one to make them laugh, and one to make them cry.
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Site Fee:
Adults: $3.00
Child (5-17): $3.00
Child (Under 5): Free
$5.00 Non-Member surcharge will apply to site fee.
Feast Fee:
Adults: $6.00

Child (5-17): $3.00
Child (Under 5): Free
Please RSVP for our feast no later than 2/29/16 to our exchequer Lady Aldontza Nefaria
(Renee Darling) at reeve@btysca.org.
Site is discreetly wet. Pets are allowed if leashed. All pet owners must pick up after their
pets as per city ordinance. Smoking is allowed, but please be courteous of others. Court

will be at Their Excellencies' discretion.
Location: Himmel Park 1000 N Tucson Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85716.
Event Steward: Lady Elizabeth de Rose (Dawn Phull) 520-471-3820
Feast Steward: Lady Elizabeth de Rose (Dawn Phull) 520-471-3820
(dawnphull@gmail.com)
Co-Feast Steward: Mistress Dairine Mor O hUigin, O.L. (Gael Stirler) 520-591-1327
DIRECTIONS:
From the north, take I-10 to Speedway exit 257, proceed east and turn right at Treat Ave.,
one block past Tucson Blvd.
From the south, take I-10 to Alvernon exit, proceed north, and turn left on Speedway, then
proceed west and turn left at Treat Ave., past Country Club.
The park is one block south of Speedway, just past the library. Parking is available on the
street or in the parking lot to the west of the library. Please do not drive on the grass during
set up and tear down.
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Barony of Tir Ysgithr’s Boast & Toast
July 16th, 2016
Whitetail Loop, Sites 4 & 5
Mt. Lemon
Inspire through sample and example. Brewers, bakers, cheesemakers, culinary artisans,
orators, and pageantry aficionados will be showing their colors and sharing their wares in a
new way on Mount Lemon in the middle of next summer. Start mustering your troupe now

and thinking about your exhibition.
Participants will be registered in teams and be given a presentation table, a grill, electricity,
and a place to camp the night before. Plan on serving 1 to 3 ounce portions of everything
you bring to share with 80 of your closest friends. Recruit a bard for your team for the
toasting competition. Display your heraldry and bend our ear with stories of your experience and expertise. All attendees will be given voting tokens to place in the ballot box of
their favorite team. We are still investigating the site for the feasibility of a pas de arms or
similar tournament.
Schedule and registration details will be released after the New Year. In the meantime,
start thinking about those projects that require several months to prepare and thinking about
how your team can come together to show the rest of us what you, your house, your barony,
and your kingdom are made of.
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Pre-Registration Deadlines!
Estrella War
Greetings unto the Known World!
As we bring in a new year, our eyes look to the calendar to begin preparations for the future!
Please mark your calendar and be advised of the upcoming deadlines for Estrella War
XXXII!
Pre-Registration for land allocation ends January 31st, 2016. That means your paperwork
and payments must be RECEIVED byJanuary 31st, 2016 to ensure your group obtains land
based on your group’s numbers.
If you are unable to pre-register by January 31st, 2016:
Pre-Registration paperwork and payment must be POST MARKED by February
10th,2016 to receive your Pre-Registration discount.
You should receive an emailed receipt confirming the arrival of your pre-reg from the Estrella War pre-reg team. If you have sent in your pre-registration and have not received an
email you may send inquiries about this or other pre-registration questions
too:preregistration@estrellawar.org
Estrella War officers will also be available at local Atenveldt events to take your preregistration paperwork and funds in person. This MAY be made available at local Outlands
events as well.
Again, check with preregistration@estrellawar.org for more information,
In Service,
EW XXXII Staff
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Combat
Archery

Fighter Practice
Tuesdays 7pm-10pm

Armored Combat
Baronial fighter practice held every Tuesday at the SW corner of Reid Park near the
intersection of 22nd and Country Club.
Loaner armor available for hard suit and
rapier, however you must provide your own
cup. In addition:

January 9th 9am-Noon
January 23rd 9am-Noon
Archery Practice held at PSE Archery, 2727
North Fairview Ave. Loaner equipment
available $5 range fee to shoot, children are
welcome but must be supervised. Informal
Archery Practices are held on the first and
third Mondays at PSE at 5:00pm.

3rd Tuesday (January 19th)- Melee Night at
Fighter Practice! Come ready to get your

melee fix!

Rapier
Swashbuckling! Feats of Finesse! Deeds of
Steel! Every Tuesday at the Tir Ysgithr
Fighter Practice take a turn and try your
hand at SCA Rapier fighting alongside the
skilled men and women of the sword!
Fight with real steel blades! Learn to fight
from real Period Manuals and Masters!
Fight alongside friends in games and melee
competitions nearly every week!
Prepare for war!
Dress to impress!
Loaner gear is always available, teachers
are always looking for new students!
You're never too old or too young to take
up the sword!
Volume 26

Varlet or Squire carrying a Halberd with a
thick Blade; and Archer, in Fighting Dress,
drawing the String of his Crossbow with a
double-handled Winch.--From the Miniatures of the "Jouvencel", and the
"Chroniques" of Froissart, Manuscripts of
the Fifteenth Century (Imperial Library of
Paris).
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Arts and Sciences
Baronial A&S

Cottage A&S

Arts in the Park!

Cottage Arts are arts nights being held at
someone’s house.

January 4th 7pm-10pm
At Fighter Practice- Reid Park
Bring art to display, finished or not (tables

provided) or art to work on or teach. Quillon will have a box of goodies to share and
try out your arts skills, so stop on by!

The Cooks Guild
January 27th 7:30pm
The Cooks Guild is a gathering of those
interested in period cooking and recipes.
Each month, a different food theme is chosen and participants are encouraged to pre-

Scriptorium

pare and bring a dish following the theme to

th

January 6 7-9pm

share. Cooks Guild meets the fourth

Tucson City Council Ward 2
7575 E Speedway Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85710

p.m. Site changes monthly. Contact: HE

January 20th 7-9pm
Lord Seamus and Lady Iuliana’s at 5835

Baroness Marta as tu Mika-Mysliwy, O.L.,
Pel., bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com,

east 34th street.
Spend the night learning the skills of scribal
and illumination! If you are new, our
scribes will teach you, if you have been out
before, come on back and join us! Also We are in search of a name for our Baronial
scriptorium group. We need your ideas!
Send your name ideas to
boarsheadbty@gmail.com

Heraldry Hut
th

January 15 7:30pm
Contact Mistress Marta for more information at (520) 881-9492,
bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com

Volume 26

Wednesday of every month, starting at 7:30

(520) 881-9492

Robert Burn’s Birthday Bardic
January 22nd 8pm
Think poetry is stodgy? Meet Robert Burns,
Scotland’s greatest poet! Born Jan. 25,
1759, Burns was a talented poet and lyricist—and besides his better-known works,
he wrote verse so bawdy it was banned
from the U.S until 1964! Join us for an
evening of bawdy song and silliness, as
well as yummy Scottish foods (no haggis…) Site is WET. Some food and drink
will be provided, but please feel free to
bring some to share. Think Scottish!
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The College of St. Felix

Out For the Holidays!
January Practices: 14th, 21st, 28th
Who:

Practice is open to students at UA or Pima AND all members and visitors to the
Barony

Members of the BTY populous are encouraged to attend, fight, teach, or simply utilize the
space available for A&S.
When: Thursdays from 7:00 pm -10:00 pm*
*When UA is in session (8/24-11/20, 12/3, 1/13-3/10, 3/21-4/28)
Where: Fighters: 1224 E. Lowell St (Highland Bowl)
Arts &Sciences: 1041 E. Lowell St
There is free parking south of sixth and paid parking in the garage on 6th.

Officers:
Seneschal: Lady Arria Silvana – scacollegeofstfelix@gmail.com
Deputy Seneschal: M’Lord Dalton – collegeofstfelix_deputyseneschal@yahoo.com
Exchequer: M’Lord Arslan (Jose) – exchequer.collegeofstfelix@gmail.com
A&S Minister: M’Lady Zoë – aandsminister.stfelix@gmail.com
Chatelaine: M’Lady Hannah – thecollegeofst.felixchatelaine@gmail.com
Herald: Lady Allora – contact via the Tome of Faces
Advisor: HE Sir Zhigmin’ Czypsser (Zippy) – csfadvisor@gmail.com
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Bacon Bits

Tidbits about Tir Ysgithr’s History!
At the recently held Southern War practice, on January 3, 2016, Lady Berkedei
received her Lamp of Tir Ysgithr, and so I thought it fitting to dedicate this chapter of Bacon Bits to the history of the Lamp of Tir Ysgithr.
The Lamp of Tir Ysgithr is the oldest Baronial Order in the Kingdom of Atenveldt. March
12, 1973, Southwind lists a symposium of Heraldry in Barony of Ysgithr. It goes on
to announce the founding of the Order of the Lamp of Ysgithr. The premier of the order
was given by Arthur, to Hans von Brehuen. Formal Proclamation of the Order of the Lamp
of Tir Ysgithr, is given at a Coronation Revel, in Tir Ysgithr on April 14, 1973 (as it appears in the Southwind April 73).
Now, if this isn't very cool information all by itself, it is doubly so to know thatThe Lamp
of Tir Ysgithr was officially awarded almost a full year before the BoD officially recognized Woodford as our Founding Baron.
Take a look for yourself:
December, 1972, Tir Ysgithr is listed as a March/Shire as confirmed by the BoD.
February 11, 1973, Woodford as Southwind Chronicler, lists Spring Tourny to be held in
the Barony of Ysgithr on March 10, 1973 at Brady Castle. Take note that Tir Ysgithr is first
referred to here as a barony.
May 11, 1973, Southwind - announcement that Woodford is moving to Ysgithr and resigning as chronicler; In the order of March, Woodford and Marya listed as Baron and Baroness
Designate of the Tir Ysgithr. On April 14, 1973, at the Coronation Revel, Arthur created
Woodford Baron Ysgithr with his investiture to occur later in summer. This taking place
before the Coronation of Reynard.
Nov/Dec 1973 Southwind - Proclamation by Reynard I, that on September, 22,
1973, Robert (Crown Prince) acting under the authority of Reynard, created Woodford the
Baron of Tir Ysgithr.
March 12, 1974, BoD minutes - BoD approved Woodford as Baron of Tir Ysgithr.

The Bacon Bits facts have been provided by Vicountess Victoria of the Vales of Barnsdale, O.L.,
O.P. They have been taken from substantiated print such as old officers reports and missives, modern
world newspapers, and past Kingdom and Baronial newsletters.
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Adventures in...
Working with Chainmail
Or: When it Seems Dangerous, It Probably Is
By Sir Brendan “please don’t feed me to the newt” mac Artuir

Sherman, it’s time to set the Wayback Machine to the holiday season of A.S. 20: I was
Squire to Sir Justin (Yes, hard to believe, but I too was once a snot-nosed squire). Sir Justin
was trying to complete a chainmail commission and he asked me, in a Knight to squire sort
of way, to come over and help him finish it (meaning “you WILL be at X place at Y time”).
No biggie, I enjoyed spending time with my Knight (usually). I thought maybe he had a
deadline to meet and needed help assembling links or something. Prepared for an afternoon
of sitting in front of the TV mindlessly bending little metal links into the form of a shirt or
coif or something. However, I was definitely not expecting to do what Justin had in mind
once I had arrived at his place.
I had become accustomed to being seated next to his “pet”, a 3 foot long newt-cum-moat
monster named “Ugly,” whenever I went over to Sir Justin’s abode. So there I was, sitting
and staring back at the slimy critter (which always looked hungry), when Sir Justin carried a
very nicely done chainmail shirt into the room. I admired the handiwork and then looked at
him quizzically.
“It doesn’t seem to me like you need any help with that. It looks great.” I told him.
“Only one problem,” he said, “the guy who commissioned it from me wants it to be as period
as possible.” I looked even more confused and grew concerned that he was going to propose
we rivet each of the links on the shirt... after it was completed.
“You see,” Justin said as he held the chain shirt out for examination, “they didn’t have zinc
galvanizing in period.” The blood rushed from my face. I envisioned myself enslaved at Sir
Justin’s workbench filing the zinc coating off of all those zillions of little steel links.
I could just see it: “Has anybody seen Squire Brendan lately? He’s what? Working with
Justin on chainmail? Oh jeez, his last Squire disappeared when Justin made him do that...
Well it was nice knowing him...”
“Uh... I don’t feel so good.” I half-heartedly moaned, hoping to somehow convince Sir Justin
that I would be useless as slave labor. But I also didn’t savor the idea of being fed to ‘Ugly,’
so I asked Sir Justin just how he wanted to accomplish this task.
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“Did I scare you?” he asked with a big grin spreading on his face. I nodded. Maybe we
weren’t going to try such a futile task after all. Maybe he was just toying with me. I saw my
future as ‘Purina Ugly-Chow’ begin to fade.
“Oh, but we most definitely ARE going to be removing the galvanizing,” Justin said in a
most serious tone. I considered just climbing into the tank with the junior moat monster and
getting it over with. “But not how you think,” he continued as he grabbed an old ice chest
that was sitting in the corner and put the shirt in it. He motioned me to follow him to the
back yard. Maybe that’s where he buried the remains of the previous Squires who ‘helped’
him with chainmail projects. I reluctantly followed.
Sir Justin set the ice chest on a short brick barbecue-sort-of-thing. He then took the shirt out
and picked up a large white bottle that was sitting nearby. “Wait… What’s that?” I queried.
“That,” he said, indicating the bottle, “is pool acid.” A look came to my face that was a cross
between dread and utter confusion. I had taken high school chemistry. I knew that zinc can
be ‘removed’ with hydrochloric acid, with only the small, slight side effect of toxic vapors.
Muriatic acid is more or less the same stuff. I started to survey the yard for possible escape
routes.

Time to state a disclaimer: You would be absolutely stupid, insane, bonkers, wacko, and a
few other adjectives that I can’t write here, to try to do something like this. Under no circumstances should you try such a thing (just like we shouldn’t have). I can only write about
it now because I’m sure the statute of limitations has run out. And now back to your regularly scheduled column.
Back to our adventurers: So Sir Justin delicately poured some of the contents from the bottle
into the cooler. He then asked me to fetch the garden hose, which I did only reluctantly.
While adding the water to the mix he indicated to me another ice chest sitting nearby. “Fill
that one with water” he said as he handed me the running hose.
While I was filling the ice chest, Sir Justin strung the chainmail shirt onto a strong wire. I
nervously licked my finger and held it up to check the direction of the wind. I relaxed a little
when I realized I was up-wind from the ice chest containing the caustic mixture.
Sir Justin then told me to grab one end of the wire, which he was holding out to me. So
much for staying away from the dangerous part, I thought to myself.
We each held our end of the wire as we slowly lowered the shirt into the first ice chest. I
began to get dizzy from holding my breath. The shirt was fully submerged and Sir Justin
said to let go of the wire and step back. I was only too glad to comply and soon found myself on the opposite end of the yard. The chainmail sat fizzing away happily in its bath. I
checked my hands and clothing for any signs of smoking acid. Clean. I heaved a big sigh.
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Sir Justin smiled at me, “That wasn’t so bad, now was it?” he said, indicating the chainmail
Alka-Seltzer thing going on in the old ice chest. I looked at Sir Justin blankly. I was still
dizzy from holding my breath for so long. Slowly I regained composure.
“How long do you think it’s going to take?” I asked, while scanning the walls of the yard. I
was convinced that the misuse-of-chemicals-police were going to come over them and catch
us at any minute.
“Well,” he said, looking thoughtful, “I think around ten to fifteen minutes or so.” I kept waiting for a large green cloud to form over the fizzing mixture. I checked the direction of the
wind again.
The minutes ticked by like hours. Finally, Sir Justin motioned me to take the other end of
the wire to remove the shirt from the old ice chest. I took a deep breath and stepped toward
it and took my end. At his signal we both lifted the shirt and walked it over to the second
cooler, which was filled with the rinse water, and slowly settled the shirt in.
Well, I survived to this point, I thought. I stood there looking at the cooler containing the
caustic mixture while Sir Justin pulled the chainmail out of the rinse water. “How do we
dispose of this?” I asked sheepishly while eyeing the acid bath.
A quizzical look came over Sir Justin’s face. It became apparent that he hadn’t considered
how we were to be rid of the stuff once we were done with it. He hung the shirt up to dry
and joined me staring at the old ice chest. He then appeared to make a decision and grabbed
both handles of the cooler and told me to open the back gate.
I did as instructed and he carried the cooler out into the dirt alley that ran behind his house.
Setting the cooler down in the middle of the alley, he proceeded to pour it out in the downhill
direction.

I had never seen an entire alley foam like that. As soon as he realized what was happening,
he rushed past me back into the yard while I stood there with my mouth hanging open.
“Holy s#!t,” I managed to stutter as Sir Justin came running back out to the alley with one of
those industrial size, more-than-can-be used-in-a-lifetime Costco boxes of baking soda. He
and I started to frantically grab handfuls of the stuff and threw it all over the now-foot-deep
sheet of foam that was snaking down the alley towards the street.
One immense box of baking soda later and hands still white with the powder, we had evidently neutralized the pH of the alley. Non-chalantly we meandered back into the yard as if
nothing untoward had happened. Sir Justin went straight to the refrigerator and grabbed
himself a beer.
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On the plus side, Sir Justin now had the cleanest, best smelling alley in Tir Ysgithr. “Next
time you get the urge to do this again, make sure you have another Squire to pick on,” I said
as I checked my extremities again for any burns or signs of damage.
“Don’t worry. We’re not EVER doing that again,” Sir Justin replied, taking a large swig
from his beer. He too evidently learned something from the experience. “Next time I’ll find
plain wire before we go through that again.”
Don’t get me wrong, chainmail is still cool looking and can be fun to make. Take a lesson
from our adventure though. Remember the disclaimer. Don’t celebrate the holidays with
corrosive chemicals and you won’t find yourself trying to explain to the authorities exactly
how the wall of acidic foam that washed through a busy city intersection was somehow related to bending little metal links and hooking them together. And officer, it’s pronounced “Ana-kro-nism.”
This is an encore publication of this article, which was originally published in Tusker Times
and subsequently Southwind many moons ago. Sir Brendan still resides in Tir Ysgithr and
continues his adventures within these current middle ages, having survived many such adventures.

The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia (New York, NY: The Century Co., 1889)
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Barony of Tir Ysgithr
Panjandrum
Baron and Baroness
Baron Simon: (520)-258-8389 cell
Baroness Magdalen: (520)-258-8705 cell
or (520)-724-6946 work
boarsheadbty@gmail.com
Seneschal: Mistress Tigra MacKay of
Marwode, O.P., (Karen Higgins), 9/30/16
(Pending),
seneschal@btysca.org
Seneschal Deputy: OPEN,
Seneschal Emergency Deputy:
Mistress Anya Sergeeva, O.L.,
(Anya Stickney) 7/1/16,
deputyseneschal@btysca.org
Warrants Deputy: OPEN
Exchequer: Lady Aldontza Nafaira, (Renee
Darling) 6/30/16, reeve@btysca.org
Exchequer Deputy: Lady Maria
Isobel Falcon de la Sierra, 5/1/16
Exchequer Deputy: Lady Samir
Al Isbili, 11/14/15
Exchequer Emergency Deputy:
OPEN
Black Boar Pursuivant: Lord Seamus mac
Riain (James Wilcox) 6/30/16,
herald@btysca.org
Black Boar Herald: Lord James Stuart
Thorne 8/30/16, herald@btysca.org
Herald Emergency Deputy: OPEN
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Chronicler: Lady Ernín na Beag
Caomhanach, 6/30/16,
chronicler@btysca.org
Chronicler Deputy: OPEN
Web Minister: Lady Aida Ysabella Lacarra
de Navarra (Aida Lacarra) 6/30/16
(Pending), webminister@btysca.org
Web Minister Emergency
Deputy: OPEN
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Quillon
(Cuilleann) Hrafnskald/Jack Folly the Jester
(Quillon Corbie Dayton), 4/1/16,
as@btysca.org
A&S Emergency Deputy:
Vicountess Victoria of the Vales
of Barnsdale, OL, OP, 4/1/16
Scribe: Lady Gabriella LeFerve (Stephanie
Parker) 6/30/16, scribe@btysca.org
Scribe Emergency Deputy: Lady
Iuliana of the Unicorn (Julie
Bommersbach) 7/30/16
Chatelaine: Lady Elizabeth de Rose (Dawn
Phull), 8/30/16
Chatelaine Deputy: Lady Catalana di Michel della Romana
(Kat Turek-Said), 8/30/16
Chatelaine, Demo Deputy: Lord Peleus of
Crete (Travis Hungerford), 7/31/16
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Youth Minister: OPEN
Youth Minister Deputy: Lady
Caitriona Inghean Fhaoloain
Mhic Gearoid (Marguerite Dansby), 4/30/16
Social Media Officer: Lady Berkedei
Kokosara (Jessica Sorenson), 5/31/16, berkedei@gmail.com
Media Emergency Deputy: OPEN
Sheriff: Alkibiades, son of Atikos, or Argos
(Wayne Cuyler), 7/30/16 ,
sherrif@btysca.org
Sheriff Emergency Deputy: Lord
Atlas of Carthage (Richard
Zwauk), 10/31/16 (Pending)

Regalia: Lord Ciaran Gallowglass (Russen
MacDonald), 6/1/16
Regalia Emergency Deputy: Sir
Jakob van Groningen (Jacob
Stirler) KSCA, OP, 6/1/16
List Mistress: Mistress Elaine O
Llansteffan, OP (Elaine MacKenzie)
8/30/2016 (Pending), lists@btysca.org
List Emergency Deputy: OPEN
Waiver Secretary: Mistress Sely Bloxam,
OP (Jerrine Bergman) 8/30/16 (Pending),
waivers@btysca.org
Waiver Emergency Deputy:
OPEN

Heavy Combat Marshal: Lord Dughal
Macoinnich (Richard Darling) 6/30/16,
marshal@btysca.org
Heavy Combat Marshal
Emergency Deputy: Lord Niall
MacTaggart (Donovan Wagner),
6/30/16
Rapier Marshal: William of Lochlidge
(Will Enigh), (6/15/16, Pending), rapier@btysca.org
Rapier Marshal Deputy: Lord
Abu Razin Babak al-Basir
(Wayne O’Connell), 6/30/16
(Pending),
rapier@btysca.org
Rapier Marshal Emergency
Deputy: Lord Arion the Falcon
(Bryan Almond), 6/30/2016
(Pending)
Youth Combat Marshal: OPEN
youthmashal@btysca.org
Youth Combat Emergency
Equestrian Marshal: OPEN
Equestrian Marshal Emergency
Deputy: OPEN
Historian: OPEN
Historian Emergency
Deputy: OPEN

Archery Marshal: Master Mederic de
Chatellerault (Mark Crider), 1/31/16,
archery@btysca.org
Archery Marshal Deputy: Lord
Etgar Wit Acra (Scott Whitaker),
11/30/16
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Households of Tir Ysgithr
Agni Vajra
Lord Steffen le Stalkere
lordsteffen@q.com
Lady Danielle Delamare
ladydanielle@q.com
(520) 770-0737

Clan Nightwolf
Jonas Blackmane
aka Sam Lawless
lawlesscwi@hotmail.com
520-282-2176

Del la Roc
Viscount Sir Justin du Roc, KSCA, O.L.,
O.P.
swor378775@aol.com
Viscountess Victoria of the Vales of Barnsdale, O.L., O.P.
viscvictoria@aol.com

Dragonwing Thunder
Lady Mishia MacBain
Lord Kendrick MacBain
MishLady@gmail.com
(520) 319-8817
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Druid's Keep
Master Davan Inn Spaki called Gannd the
Druid. O.L.
thedruid2009@hotmail.com
(520) 403-4898
Eber Haur Landsknechts
Lordship Jorg Frauschlagger
cbelford@cox.net
(520) 551-0531
Falcon’s Eyrie
Lord Loys LeFevre
bp0093@gmail.com
402-203-3355
The Flying Sea Cow
Captain Aonghus Na Dubh
angusstewart2003@yahoo.com
(520) 982-4030

House of the Red Dragons
Lady Juliana MacLachlan
Rusty_210@yahoo.com
520-860-0414

House of the Winged Feline
Lady Cyneburga Thorisdohter
Weatherwench@aol.com
(520) 591-6030
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Hrafnheim
HE Kniagnia Ian'ka Ivananovna zhena
P'trovitsa, O.L.
(Jennifer Nelson Kemp)
lady.ianuk@gmail.com
(520) 296-9817
HG Duchess Asa Hrafnsdottir
(Candace Downard)
duchessasa@gmail.com
(520) 751-7982

Kaos Thunder
Varinn Inn Spaki
Toddctruman@gmail.com
Keg’s End
Bannthegn Brighed O'Daire
Thegn Sir Sean of the South
sastin@gmail.com
(520) 991-7506
Sir Cosimo Orsini
nphull@aol.com
(317) 691-5711

SIBOD
Duke Sir Craven, KSCA, O.P.
Duchess Elzbieta, O.P., O.D.
cosmocraven@gmail

StandingWolf Thunder
Lady AySun al-Andalusi
Lord Draulf Basul
Happyhope2003@yahoo.com
(520) 272 -6561
Don’t see your Household or want to add
your Household Device? Send an email to
chronicler@btysca.org with household
name, head(s) of household, an email, and a
phone number. Please submit jpeg images.

Petra's Army
Sir Zhigmun' Czypsser
zippydclown@hotmail.com
(520) 661-7508
Sable Millrind
Sir Jakob van Groningen, KSCA, O.P.
jake@renstore.com
520-591-1319
Mistress Dairine Mor O hUigin, O.L.
520-591-1327
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Artwork Credits:
This month’s cover & interior art is Open
Source material. The Tusker is always looking
for new art for the interior, as well as guest
artists for the cover. Contact: Ernín na Beag
Caomhanach. chronicler@btysca.org.
Household devices were provided by the head
of each household.

Submissions
Submission Deadline: 15th of the month before

Copy Distribution and Subscription
Information
We distribute physical copies of the Tusker
Times at baronial fighter practice, baronial
events and the monthly officer meeting. The full
Tusker Times is available through the Tir
Ysgithr email list. If you would like to make
arrangements to pick up a full copy or multiple
copies for your households, or if you have special requirements/needs (such as a large print
version), please do not hesitate to contact the
Chronicler.

issue.

Publication Information & Disclaimer
January 2016 (Anno Societatus L)
The Tusker Times is a publication of the Barony

Hardcopy: Articles should be typewritten in 10

of Tir Ysgithr of the Society for Creative

point or larger font. If handwritten, please make

Anachronism, Inc. The Tusker Times is availa-

it legible and include a telephone number. Art-

ble twelve (12) times a year from the Baronial

work is best if the paper is 8.5" x 11" or smaller.

Chronicler, chronicler@btysca.org. It is not a

Good quality photocopies are acceptable. Hard-

corporate publication of the Society for Creative

copy submissions should be given directly to the

Anachronism, Inc., and does not delineate SCA

Chronicler or Deputy Chronicler at events or

policies. Copyright © 2015, Society for Creative

fighter practice.

Anachronism, Inc.

Electronic: Articles submitted electronically
may be in the body of email message or MS
Word. Send to the Chronicler at chronicler@btysca.org. Scanned artwork should be
scanned at 600 dpi if they are printable size.
They may be scanned at lower resolutions if
they will be reduced.

Reprinting: All contents of these pages belong
to the authors, artists, musicians, and other
credited persons. If no person is credited they
belong to the Barony of Tir Ysgithr. Use of the
content without permission of the owners may
result in liability for infringement of copyright
and other actions. All rights are reserved and
will be enforced. For information on reprinting
articles and/or artwork from this publication
contact the Chronicler; who will assist you in
contacting the original creator of the piece.
Please respect the legal rights of our
contributors.

the cover date. Example: May 15th for the June

Editing: Articles will be edited for common
spelling errors and formatting
style. The rest is up to you! Articles may also be
edited for space restrictions. Articles reprinted
from Southwind will be edited for space and per
SCA rules.

Staff
Chronicler: Ernín na Beag Caomhanach (Torii Gardiner) chronicler@btysca.org
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January Events
Rogues, Rascals, and Rapscallions.....2nd

Fighter Practice ................................ 19th

Southern War Practice ........................ 3rd

Scriptorium....................................... 20th

Fighter Practice................................... 5th

St. Felix Fighter Practice ................... 21st

Arts in the Park ................................... 5th

Archery Practice ............................... 23rd

Scriptorim ........................................... 6th

Fighter Practice ................................ 26th

Archery Practice ................................. 9th

A&S Class ........................................ 27th

Fighter Practice................................. 12th

Cooks Guild ..................................... 27th

Populace Meeting ............................ 13th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................. 28th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................. 14th

Sable Knight ..................................... 30th

Heraldry Hut ..................................... 15th

February Events
Fighter Practice.................................. 2nd

Fighter Practice .................................. 16th

Arts in the Park ...................................2nd

Scriptorium......................................... 17th

Scriptorim ........................................... 3rd

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................... 18th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................... 4th

Heraldry Hut....................................... 19th

Fighter Practice................................... 9th

Fighter Practice .................................. 23rd

Populace Meeting ............................ 10th

Estrella War................................ 23rd-29th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................. 11th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................... 25th

Archery Practice ............................... 12th

Archery Practice ................................. 26th

March Events
Fighter Practice................................... 1st

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................. 17th

Arts in the Park ................................... 1st

Heraldry Hut..................................... 18th

Scriptorium .........................................2nd

Great Helm ....................................... 19th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................... 3rd

Fighter Practice ................................ 22nd

Fighter Practice................................... 8th

A&S Class ........................................ 23rd

Populace Meeting .............................. 9th

Cooks Guild ..................................... 23rd

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................. 10th

St. Felix Fighter Practice .................. 24th

Archery Practice ............................... 12th

Archery Practice ............................... 26th

Fighter Practice................................. 15th

Fighter Practice ................................ 29th

Scriptorium ....................................... 16th

St. Felix Fighter Practice ................... 31st
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