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From Their Excellencies 

 
Greetings good people of Tir Ysgithr, 
 

It has been a busy and emotionally charged time of late.  Amidst the joys of travelling and 

spending time with friends and family, we have also had to bid a sad farewell to a dear friend, 

taken from us all too soon.  We have fought together, drunk together, laughed and cried 

together. 
 

That maelstrom is ebbing away as we pass through the summer months, but one word of it 

remains stuck in my mind.  “Together.”  We are not alone.  Each of us, though we may 

approach it in different ways, believe in a simple concept of chivalry and honor that both 

mark and change us. 
 

We may not share the same bloodline, but that belief makes us family none the less. 
 

We may argue.  We may fight.  But at the core, we are united in a common bond.  A shared 

dream. 
 

That, my friends, is a gem of rare price.  A treasure not to be squandered lightly. 
 

So amidst all the turmoil, take a moment.  Walk in the sunlight and look around, or spend a 

Summer’s Eve counting stars.  Relax for a moment.  Smile at what’s around you and catch 

your breath. 
 

Connect with your friends and family.  The Summer months are far too short after all, and 

there is much work ahead to be done. 
 

Why not do it together? 

 

 

 

Sim  
Baron  

Magdalen  
Baroness
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From The Baronial Chronicler 

 
 

My Beautiful Barony,  

 

Thank you! Thank you for the excitement about my first issue, thank you for the 

outpouring of art and articles, and thank you for being you. Please don’t stop!  
 

If you are anything like me, then there is something about the SCA that makes your 

heart burst with happiness. The love that drives you, that brings you back, and that inspires 

you for more.  
 

L'amor che muove il sole e I'altre stelle."  

(The love that moves the sun and the other stars.) 

~Dante Alighieri 
 

For me, the love that drives me are the people that I meet at every event, and the 

friendships that I make around the fires. YOU. Now I am asking you to tell me what drives 

you. Even if you only have a sentence please message or email me and tell me: Why do you 

love the SCA, and even more specifically why do you love Tir Ysgithr? 
 

 

“When I investigate and when I discover that the forces of the heavens and the planets are 

within ourselves, then truly I seem to be living among the gods.” 

~Leon Battista Alberti 

 

 

Yours in Service,  

Lady Ernín na Beag Caomhanach 
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Baronial Announcements 
 

Populace Meetings 

August 12th  7pm 

Tucson Midtown Police Department  

(corner of 22nd St and Alvernon) 

1100 S Alvernon Way, Tucson, AZ 

85711 At 7:00 PM 

Populace Meetings are normally the 

second Wednesday of each month with 

occasional exceptions due to conflicting 

events or meeting location changes. We 

welcome all populace members to come 

to the monthly meetings to share ideas, 

discuss projects, plan events, and stay up 

to date on the happenings in the barony. 

If you have a desire to get more involved 

in the barony, but you aren’t sure how to 

go about it, we encourage you to come 

and listen in to learn more about 

volunteering opportunities.  

Court Night 

August 25th  7:30pm  

This month there are no Baronial Events 

so Court Night will be held at Fighter 

Practice on the 4th Tuesday! It will last 

approximately 30 minutes so fighters can 

enjoy practice until lights out. Garb 

Encouraged, but not required. 

 

 

Yahoo Groups 

 

Tir Ysgithr Email List 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgith

r 

Rapier Email List 

http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/tir-

rapier 

Archery Email List 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgith

rArchery 

 

Websites 

Barony of Tir Ysgithr  

(Tucson Chapter) 

http://www.btysca.org 

Kingdom of Atenveldt  

(Arizona Chapter) 

http://www.atenveldt.org 

Society for Creative Anachronism Inc.  

(Main) 

http://www.sca.org 

College of St. Felix  

(UofA Chapter) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SCA.

CSF

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithr
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithr
http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/tir-rapier
http://sports.groups.yahoo.com/group/tir-rapier
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithrArchery
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TirYsgithrArchery
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Past Events 
Highlands War! 

 
Photo by Mistress Grainne the Red, O.L. 

 

July 9th through 12th a good handful of Our Barony escaped the heat to travel to the 

Barony of Ered Sul for Highlands War. If you weren’t there, we missed you! Even so, Tir 

Ygithr was well represented.  

Our fighters held their own on the field, and in the Tournament as well. Zhigmun' 

Czypsser made it into the final round, but it was Lord Gefroi le Gris from the Barony of Sun 

Dragon who took the win.  

In archery Lord Etgar Wit Acra won the first annual archery challenge, which this 

year consisted of shooting a target 60 yards away and hidden behind a fallen tree. The 

archery tournament itself was won by Michael of Perth.  

In rapier Lord Gall Fox of the Barony of Atenveldt took Champion. 

  

A very good war in the very hospitable Barony of Ered Sul, and a great break from the heat!  
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Awards 
Congratulations!  

Scarabs of Atenveldt 

Eber Haur Landsknechts  

Given at Highlands War Morning Court by Their Royal Majesties 

 

Award of Arms 

  Lady Ernín na Beag Caomhanach 

  Given at Highlands War Afternoon Court by Their Royal Majesties 

About the Awards!  

 

Curious about the awards given the last two issues?  
 

Scarabs of Atenveldt: given by the Crown 

to households or large groups that help the 

Kingdom continue to grow and become 

better. An individual group may receive the 

award only once. The badge of the order is 

Or, a scarab beetle vert and a bordure 

indented azure. 

 

Lamp of Ysgithr: given by the baron 

and/or Baroness, subject to the pleasure of 

the Crown, to those persons who have given 

outstanding service to the Barony, as 

determined by the other members of the 

Order. 

 

 

Fellowship of the Boar Vert: given by the 

Baron and Baroness of Tir Ysgithr to those 

persons they feel have demonstrated 

excellence in the teaching and practice of 

the Arts and Sciences within the Barony. 

 

Fellowship of the Boar Or: given by the 

Baron and Baroness of Tir Ysgithr to those 

persons who have given outstanding service 

to the Barony. 

 

Fellowship of the Boar Counter-Ermine: 

given by the Baron and Baroness of Tir 

Ysgithr to those persons who have 

demonstrated grace, courtesy, and nobility 

of character. 

Want to recommend someone for an award? Write a letter of recommendation or submit a 

recommendation here: http://www.btysca.org/awards/award-recommendations/ 

Whatever you do- write it out! You may remember your recommendation but Their 

Excellencies are busy people! Give them something they can’t forget. 

http://www.btysca.org/awards/award-recommendations/
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Upcoming Events 
Knight Light Tournament 

September 15th, 2015      Barony of Tir Ysgithr 

6pm-10pm 

 

Location: Reid Park - 900 S Randolph Way, Tucson, AZ 85716 

Their Excellencies Sim and Magdalen invite you to the Barony of Tir Ysgithr’s annual 

Knight Light Tournament. We will be holding a helm auction which includes all fighters in 

attendance (Heavy, Rapier, and Youth fighters). The event is a fundraiser to help keep the 

lights on for our Tuesday night practice. The tournament formats will be determined by the 

number of participants, but it will include weapon of choice. Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 

2nd, 3rd, and Most Chivalrous winners and their financers. The festivities will begin at 6pm 

instead of the usual 7pm. Court will begin at the Crown and Their Excellencies Pleasure. The 

helm auction will begin around 7pm. We will continue to add fighters as they arrive. Grilled 

hotdogs, burgers, vege-dogs, and vege-burgers will be available for a small donation. Their 

Excellencies also encourage all participants to display their heraldry and add to the pageantry 

of the tournament as best they can. Donations of prizes are greatly desired and side dishes or 

desserts to round out the table will be gladly accepted, as well assistance in setting up, tearing 

down, and manning the grills. 

 

Please contact the autocrat, Lord Loys LeFevre, if you would like to help. 

bp0093@gmail.com (402) 203-3355 Please no calls after 10pm 

 

Knight Light Tourney will take place at the regular Tuesday night fighter practice, at 

the SW corner of Reid Park, near the NE corner of 22nd and Country Club, west of the 

Cancer Memorial. No glass containers allowed in the park, and dogs must be on leashes. 

Parents, please be advised that the playground equipment is not lit at night and youth 

activities other than youth combat are not planned. 

Site Fee: NONE 
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Directions: 

From the North: Take I-10 East to Tucson’s Speedway Blvd Exit. Head East on Speedway 

to Country Club, Turn South on Country Club to 22nd Street. Turn East onto 22nd Street. 

Then follow “Within Tucson” directions below. 

Within Tucson: Take your best route to 22nd, east of Country Club. Enter Reid Park from 

22nd St. at the Cancer Memorial, turn left into the parking lot and proceed past the 

playground to the area near the restrooms. 

From the South: Take I-10 East to Alvernon, Take Alvernon North to 22nd Street. Turn 

West on 22nd Street and Take the entrance into the park by the Cancer Memorial. 

 

Dragon’s Hoard 

October 24th & 25th, 2015      Barony of Tir Ysgithr 

9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

Himmel Park 1035 N. Treat Ave., Tucson, Arizona 

Feast: October 24 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 2331 E. Adams St., Tucson Arizona 

(Both sites are wet and smoking is allowed outside only, per City of Tucson Law. Pets are 

also allowed at both sites.) 

DRAGONS ARE COMING! 

Dragon’s Hoard is approaching! Draconis and his evil minions will once again attempt to 

despoil the gem of Atenveldt! All are invited by the Barony of Tir Ysgithr to this glorious 

event. Dragon’s Hoard will once again be a two-day event with Feast on Saturday evening! 

Expect frequent appearances from Draconis’ oh so pleasant ambassador. 
 

Saturday (10/24)  

Following opening court, there will be a monster tourney (double elimination), where each 

team will pit their monster against another team’s monster. Teams must be sponsored by a 

household and each household can have more than one team. Any weapon style may be used. 

The winning household will receive a special prize to be displayed until the next Dragon’s 

Hoard event.    

After the monster tourney, there will be a Fighting Clinic for hard suit and rapier fighters. All 

participating fighters will have an opportunity to fight against peers of their order. 

Opening court will be at 10:30, closing court will be held at the time of Their Excellencies 

choosing. 
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Saturday Night (10/24) 

A Medieval Basque Feast for 80 will be offered. Site opens at 6:00 p.m. Feast will be served 

starting at 6:30 p.m. The cap is e, period entertainment, and MORE. Feast will be served 

family style and the site is wet. Side board and special dietary needs should be discussed 

directly with the Feastocrat and will be accommodated if possible. More information 

regarding feast, including menu, will be provided closer to the event.  

 

Court will be held at Their Excellencies discretion. 

 

Feast registration will be through the BTY Seneschal Officers (Mistress Anya and Mistress 

Tigra) only. Deadline for Feast reservations and payment is 10/10/15. Payment can be made 

via check or cash. You may register with either of them at Fighter practice, upcoming events, 

or contact via Seneschal@btysca.org to make other arrangements. 

 

Sunday (10/25) 

The White and Red Dragons will attempt to feast upon the bones of our steadfast hardsuit 

combatants while the Green Dragon snacks on our youth fighters. For our rapier fighters the 

evil Kraken will attempt to destroy all challengers! 
 

To finish, there will be a Grand Melee. The white dragon and his minions (the winners of the 

monster tourney) will descend on the villagers (i.e.: the rest of the heavy fighters). Villagers 

will use torches (single sword) and pitchforks (pole-arm) to defend themselves.  

 

Opening court will be at 10:30, closing court will be held at Their Excellencies discretion. 

  

A&S activities: 

Saturday, Lady Quillon will provide materials to make an item during the event. The winner 

will receive a gift. 
 

Sunday will be a Dragon’s Hoard themed competition, bring your dragon themed 

interpretation in any medium. Winner by populace choice will hold the coveted Jeweled 

Dragon’s Egg until the next Dragon’s Hoard event. Laurel favorite will win a Michael’s gift 

certificate. All ties will be decided by her Excellency Baroness Magdalene. 
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Children’s activities (spread over both days) will include a dragon’s egg hunt, balloon 

dragon making, and face painting.  

Fundraiser: There will also be a bake sale to raise money for Children’s supplies. 

 

Site Fees:  

$4.00 for the weekend at the park for Members (same price whether attending one or both 

days)  

$9.00 for the weekend at the park for Non-members (same price whether attending one or 

both days)  

$1.00 for the weekend at the park for Youth 5-17 (same price whether attending one or both 

days)  

Free for children under 5 

 

Pre-paid Feast $10.00 for Adults, $5.00 for Youth ages 5 to 17, Free for Youth under 5. Non-

members attending Feast only, will be charged the $5.00 non-member surcharge. 

 

Co-autocrats: Dubgal MacCoinnich and Aldontza Nafarra (Dale and Renee Darling) 

Feastocrat: Aldontza Nafarra (Renee Darling) 
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Come One, Come All 

to the 

Best War in Southern Arizona 

SOUTHERN CRUSADES XVII 

RECONQUISTA de IBERIA 

When: Nov 12th to Nov 16th, 2015 

Where: Heritage Arena 

Marana, AZ 

 

Pre-Registration for Southern Crusades is now open. We will be at the various events 

between now and Southern in November to collect your pre-registration fees so you can save 

money. Looking forward to seeing you at Southern -- 

Pre -reg Fees: 

Adult: $25 

Youth (5-17): $10 

Child (under 5): free 

Non member fee: $5 

Family Cap is $70 for a family living at the same address (This fee does not count Non 

member fees) 

Facebook Event page in the works 

Website will be updated as information arrives. 
 

 

 

Demos 

Uh oh! There’s nothing planned!  

If you have an idea for a demo please contact Lord Peleus of Crete (Travis Hungerford) 
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Combat 
Fighter Practice 

Tuesdays 7:30pm-10pm 

Baronial fighter practice held every 

Tuesday at the SW corner of Reid Park near 

the intersection of 22nd and Country Club. 

Loaner armor available for hard suit and 

rapier, however you must provide your own 

cup. In addition: 

 

1st Tuesday (August 4th)- Come dance 

and drum! There are loaner drums for 

anyone wanting to learn or drum with us. 

Dancers are also welcome and anyone who 

wants to play Middle Eastern style music 

along with us. Hope Dorris has lots of 

music to share if you are interested in 

learning some songs. If you have never had 

anything to do at Fighter Practice on 

Tuesday nights, now you do! Please bring 

your chair over and join us! 

 

3rd Tuesday (August 18th)- Melee Night 

at Fighter Practice! Come ready to get your 

melee fix! 

 

4th Tuesday (August 25th)- Court Night! 

It will last approximately 30 minutes so 

fighters can enjoy practice until lights out. 

Garb Encouraged, but not required. 

 

 

Archery 

August 8th  9am-noon 

August 15th 9am-noon 

Archery Practice held at PSE Archery, 2727 

North Fairview Ave. Loaner equipment 

available $5 range fee to shoot, children are 

welcome but must be supervised. Informal 

Archery Practices are held on the first and 

third Mondays at PSE at 5:00pm. 
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Arts and Sciences 
Dance Practice 

Tuesdays 7pm-10pm 

Mistress Elaine O Lansteffan and Sir 

Wulfere Forloren teach English and Italian 

Country and Court dances regularly at our 

Baronial Fighter Practice. Middle Eastern 

dance is also informally. Follow the sound 

of the drums or join in with the dancing 

ladies. Contact: Mistress Elaine, (520) 572-

7039. 

 

Tir Ysgithr Twisters 

Tuesdays 7pm-10pm 

The Twisters are a Fiber Arts group that 

meets Tuesdays at Baronial Fighter 

Practice, from 7-10 pm at Reid Park (SW 

corner of 22nd Street & Country Club). The 

group learns and practices spinning, 

weaving, lucet, naalbinding and many other 

fiber based crafts. Contact Lady Mishia 

MacBain, as@btysca.org. 

 

Arts in the Park! 

August 4th  7pm-10pm 

At Fighter Practice- Reid Park 

Bring art to display, finished or not (tables 

provided) or art to work on or teach. 

Quillon will have a box of goodies to share 

and try out your arts skills, so stop on by! 

 

Scriptorium 

August 5th  7-9pm 

Hardesty building at 1100 S. Alvernon Way 

August 19th  7-9pm 

Lord Seamus and Lady Iuliana at 5835 east 

34th street. 

Spend the night learning the skills of scribal 

and illumination! If you are new, our 

scribes will teach you, if you have been out 

before, come on back and join us! Also - 

We are in search of a name for our Baronial 

scriptorium group. We need your ideas! 

Send your name ideas to 

boarsheadbty@gmail.com. 

 

Arts at Aasnis 

August 13th  7-10pm 

An unofficial arts night to work on scrolls. 

sewing, clay or any other art you wish to 

bring in the company of friends Contact 

Mistress Shoshana for location and other 

details. She can be reached on The book of 

faces or by phone (520) 203-2284 

 

Heraldry Hut 

August 21st  7:30pm 

Contact Mistress Marta for more 

information at (520) 881-9492, 

bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com 

 

 

mailto:as@btysca.org
mailto:bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com
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Baronial A&S at Seelie Studios 

August 26th  7pm-10pm 

Construction of a Viking Apron 

Mistress Tigra McKay of Marwoode, O.P. 

This month the A&S class will be 

construction of a Viking Apron Part 1 

taught by Mistress Tigra. Class will begin at 

7pm at Seelie Studios, 3961 East Speedway 

in suite 410. Tucson, AZ 85712 Please 

bring the following; tape measure, Paper, 

pen, pencil, scissors, inexpensive shower 

curtain, inexpensive cotton fabric or 

parchment paper for the pattern. 

 

Eight Basic Embroidery Stitches   

Mistress Elaine O Lansteffan, OP.  

(1 1/2 hour, class limit 8) 

In this class you will learn the eight basic 

embroidery stitches that you would most 

commonly use to embellish cloth. All 

materials are provided at no cost. 

 

 

 

The Cooks Guild 

August 26th  7:30pm 

The Cooks Guild is a gathering of those 

interested in period cooking and recipes. 

Each month, a different food theme is 

chosen and participants are encouraged to 

prepare and bring a dish following the 

theme to share. Cooks Guild meets the 

fourth Wednesday of every month, starting 

at 7:30 p.m. Site changes monthly. Contact: 

HE Baroness Marta as tu Mika-Mysliwy, 

O.L., Pel., bagbaazai@nexiliscom.com, 

(520) 881-9492 

 

Fun, Casual Bardic 

August 14th 8pm-11pm 

The last one was so much fun, we HAD to 

do it again! This is not a practice session. 

There’s no structure. No pressure. Just a 

bunch of friends hanging out around the 

fire, sharing songs and stories, food and 

drinks.  Bring snacks or drinks to share if 

you like (some will be provided,) and an 

extra chair if you have one. Site is wet. Held 

at Niall and Quillon’s house—1823 North 

3rd Avenue, Tucson 85705 
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Service 
Refurbishing the Baronial Trailer 

Guardspersons: Past, Present and Future and Good Gentles ALL -- PRAY HEED! 
 

Your Barony has need of you for a Mighty Battle: The Refurbishing of the Baronial Trailer 

(Phase 1). We will be emptying it, taking inventory, repairing what needs repairing, moving 

some shelves and repacking it in (hopefully) an organized manner. 

To do this We Need YOU! 

We need craftspeople, woodworkers, painters and people who can tote a barge and lift a bale. 

The process should take two days and you are welcome to come and go as you please. 

Come Join the FELLOWSHIP! 

Come join the FUN!! 

Come and Help Build the Barony's FUTURE!!! 

 

Where: The Residence of Sir Jakob van Groningen,  

7610 E. Hampton Place, Tucson, AZ 85715.  

(Home of the Chocolate Decadence 12th Night Party.) 

When: Saturday, August 8th & Sunday, August 9th, starting at 8am both days. 

Directions: Get on Tanque Verde Road where it splits off to Wrightstown Road. Just WEST 

of the Split off Tanque Verde is N. Camino Pio Decimo. Go SOUTH on N. 

Camino Pio Decimo to the third left (EAST). Take the left. House will be on the 

right. Park on the curbs. (Please do not block any driveways.) 

Your Barony Needs You. Be There!!! 

 

For more information, ask here, P.M. THL Fergus DeBotha (Curt Booth) The Baronial 

Warden at curtgbooth@gmail.com, (520) 664-4699, or contact Sir Jakob (aka "Mr. 

Foreman"). 

 

Food: There will be a “Self-Serve Hot Dog / Chili Dog Bar” set up for Saturday (8/8). Cold 

Water will be provided both days. If you want to bring chips or something else, 

you’re more than welcome to. 

 

Sunday (8/9) we’ll pass the hat and order pizza. 

 



17 

 

Volume 26 August 2015 Anno Societatus L Issue 4 

Tir Ysgithr’s Cross Stitch Boars 

Prepared by Viscountess Hastini 

Updated by Lord Loys LeFevre 

During Viscount Sir Justin and Viscountess Victoria’s days as Baron and Baroness a new 

order was created called The Fellowship of the Boar. This order was to acknowledge the 

Members of the Barony who were beginning to work in the areas of Fighting, Arts, and 

Service, and to recognize those people of Tir Ysgithr who had grown to exemplify the ideals 

of the Society. An Argent (white) Boar is for fighting skills, an Or (gold) Boar for service, a 

Vert (green) Boar for arts & sciences, an Azure (blue) Boar for archery, and a Purpure 

(purple) Boar for ideals. During Tighearnain and Sabiha’s days as Baron and Baroness the 

Counter-Ermine Boar was created for those who have demonstrated grace, courtesy, and 

nobility of character. 

The Baron and Baroness present recipients with a needlework representation of the boar as 

insignia. Several different boar passant designs are included in this packet. The Tir 

Ysgitherian populace produces the boars for Their Excellencies. 

The needlework boars are traditionally done on14 to inch white Aida Cloth. They are usually 

given to the Coronets on a 7 inch square piece. The design area, which is centered on the 

cloth is approximately 60 x 40 stitches. 

Each boar uses three shades of the main color (dark, medium, and light), a red for the eyes 

and tongue, yellow/gold for the tusks and black for the hooves. The boars are usually outlined 

with a backstitch of the dark main color. 

Suggested DMC Floss colors are; 

Argent Boar - 317, 415, white 

Vert Boar - 890, 700, 703 

Or Boar - 780, 783, 725 

Azure Boar - 996, 3843, 995 

During Sean and Brighed’s days as Baron and Baroness a new Order was created called The 

Tantony, given in colors that match the colors of the Fellowship of the Boar. The Baron and 

Baroness present recipients with a needlework representation of a boar’s head of the 

appropriate color with a bell dependent from the Boar’s neck. 

The insignia shall be displayed on a gold favor for seniors and a blue favor for juniors. For 

the boar’s heads use the same colors as above. 

If you have any questions about these designs or need help contact Viscountess Hastini or 

talk to any Laurel. 
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The Barony is in need of boars! If you would like to help out please check out a couple of the 

patterns below. Their Excellencies are in need of every kind of boar except purpure (purple). 

If you are interested in cross-stitching one but you are unsure how to begin or don’t have the 

materials please join us at Arts in the Park on the first Tuesday- supplies and instructional 

information will be available!  

 

The boars do NOT have to be cross-stitched! Appliqué, fabric paint, blackwork or other 

embroidery techniques are acceptable as well.  

 

A print out of the full set of patterns will be available at Arts in the Park as well as at 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/TirYsgithr/files/Cross%20stitch%20patterns/ or you 

can contact the chronicler at chronicler@btysca.org  

 

 
Images updates by Lord Loys LeFevre 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/TirYsgithr/files/Cross%20stitch%20patterns/
mailto:chronicler@btysca.org
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Images updates by Lord Loys LeFevre 
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Images updates by Lord Loys LeFevre 
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The College of St. Felix 

 
 

 

 

The College of St. Felix holds meetings, fighter practice, and A&S nights, including scribal, 

every week* and NEVER RAINS OUT! 

 

Who:  Practice is open to all members of the Barony and any student at UA or Pima 

Members of the BTY populous are encouraged to attend, fight, teach, or simply 

utilize the space available for A&S. The St. Felicians enjoy the opportunity to get 

to know the BTY populous and to learn from the many talented people in our 

barony. 

 

When: Thursdays from 7:00 pm -10:00 pm. 

* only meets when UA is in session (8/24-11/20, 12/3, 1/13-3/10, 3/21-4/28) 

 

Where: UA Highland commons area - 5th Street and Highland 

Street address: 1224 Lowell Street, Tucson, AZ 85719  

There is free parking south of sixth and paid parking in the garage on 6th. 
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St. Felix Announcements: 

 

The College is back in session this month! 

We hope to see many new and old faces as our new officers start their year. 

 

FIRST PRACTICE: Aug 27th 

Meet in the Highland Bowl – A&S location TBD 

 

In the way of a true College, we are full of students seeking teachers. We would be gladdened 

to hear from anyone with some skill in any art or science or warriors of any weapon who 

would like to teach a short class or class series. If you would like to contribute to our 

educations, please contact the officer you think most appropriate or the seneschal, Lady Arria 

Silvana. 

 

Officers:  

Seneschal: Lady Arria Silvana - sca.collegeofstfelix@gmail.com 

Deputy Seneschal: M’Lord Dalton Logan - collegeofstfelix_deputyseneschal@yahoo.com 

Exchequer: M’Lord Arslan (Jose Robles) - exchequer.collegeofstfelix@gmail.com 

A&S Minister: M’Lady Zoë Meade – aandsminister.stfelix@gmail.com 

Chatelaine: M’Lady Hannah Gardner - thecollegeofst.felixchatelaine@gmail.com 

Herald: Lady Allora Arnold – contact via the Book of Faces  

Advisor: HE Sir Zhigmun’ Czypsser (Zippy Roberts)  - csfadvisor@gmail.com   
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How to Survive (and enjoy!) Your 
First Bardic Circle 
By Quillon Skaldhrafn, AKA Jack Folly the Fool 

  

If you enjoy music or storytelling, a bardic circle may be just the thing for you. In 

the S.C.A., a bardic circle is generally a group of people gathering around a fire to share and 

enjoy the “bardic arts,” which include singing and storytelling.  Some “bardics” are 

somewhat formal or have a theme (usually when a competition is involved,) but generally 

this is an informal gathering—just a bunch of friends getting together to sing, tell stories, or 

just listen! If you’re musically inclined, you’ll probably enjoy a bardic whether you’re 

“prepared” or not, but it’s nice to know what to expect so you can really get involved. This 

should help. 

Where’s the bardic? 

 First, you have to find a bardic circle! If you’re at an event, there may be an 

“official” bardic circle mentioned in the gate book. If not—ask around. There may be 

informal ones starting up at any time (or one might be started up if enough interest is shown. 

So show interest!)Wander around and listen for music. If you happen upon an existing circle, 

chances are good they’ll be happy to let you join in on the fun! Or, if you can’t find one, start 

a bardic of your own! 

What About Structure and Etiquette? 

 If you’ve never been to a bardic circle before, it can be confusing to know if it’s 

okay to join in on a song if you know the lyrics, or how to know when it’s your turn. If the 

bardic is a competition, you’ll find the contestants are often called up into an area (on a stage, 

perhaps, or to stand before the King and Queen) one by one to perform. In the case of 

competitions, it’s best not to sing along unless the contestant has requested you to do so. At a 

casual bardic circle there’s usually little structure and it should not be intimidating at all. It 

really is just a bunch of musically-inclined people gathering around to have fun. Someone 

will sing, and that may remind someone else of a story to tell. Someone may want to try out a 

song they wrote, or sing a rousing battle song to inspire the warriors, and that might remind 

someone else about a joke they heard. You’re generally welcome to join in if you know the 

words—in some cases the singer will teach you the chorus and encourage you to join in. A 

few circles will have some structure designed to help keep one person from hogging the 
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scene, or to encourage shy folks to join in—sometimes they will either pass around a bottle or 

horn (you can take a drink or not, but when it’s in your hand, you perform) or a “talking 

stick,” and he who’s holding it is the performer. That’s an exception rather than a rule, 

though. You may expect a bardic to run late into the night if it’s really going strong, and 

people may come and go at any time. Late at night the singers might start singing bawdy 

songs or telling randy jokes—nothing wrong with that if the audience is willing and there are 

no little ones about! 

But I can’t Sing! I’m Tone-Deaf! I’m Terrified to Sing in Public! 

You probably can, you’re probably not, and believe it or not, even those of us who 

seem bold on-stage still get stage-fright. Just put on a bold face and step up! If you’re shy 

about singing in public and not sure how it will go, play some bardic circle-type music at 

home and try singing along. You’re probably better than you think. No? Not a chance? Well, 

then, you can always tell stories or jokes, or just join in on choruses. Not even that? You 

won’t make a peep in public? Well, a good audience is appreciated too, and plenty of people 

like to hang out in the background and just listen.  

But I Don’t Know any Period Songs! 

That’s easily remedied. There are lots of books full of period songs available, many 

with sheet music. An online search for “period” or “S.C.A.” music will turn up plenty of 

lists—once you have a song you’re interested in, you can probably find someone singing it 

on Pandora or Youtube, as well. Sing along! Any S.C.A. bard should be happy to share a 

songbook with you at an event, or help you with the lyrics or tune to any song popular in the 

S.C.A. (or point you to someone who can.) Even if you do no research, after you attend a 

couple of bardics you should know at least the choruses to some classic songs. And 

remember—most bardic circles are casual and fun, and if all you know is a modern song or a 

filk (a song with new words written to an old tune,) no one is likely to complain! 

I Can Do This! But How Do I Get People Really Interested in My Performance? 

You can just stand there and sing (or tell a story,) but why not step it up a notch? 

Many beginners, especially, will stand stock-still and sing or speak in monotone. Observe 

professional performers on Youtube or at a bardic and take these tips from them; move 

around—engage audience members, gesture with your hands. Let your body help illustrate 

your tales! Whether singing or speaking, remember to change your tone—whisper, croon, 

roar! If telling a story, use different voices for the characters. And as a general rule, don’t 

sing all fifty verses of a long song, or tell a long droning tale. Just perform the most exciting 

parts! If your performance is longer than a couple minutes, you really need to make it very 

interesting. 
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What Do I do When? 

Play it by ear. Every bardic circle has its own mood and audience. There might be 

lots of kids, so you won’t want to sing bawdy songs (what a shame!) or everyone’s in a silly 

mood and you’ll want to sing happy nonsense songs. Be on the lookout for a good opening 

for a joke, story, or a “No %#@* there I was” boast, too. It’s nice to mix it up a bit! 

Wait, Those Aren’t the Lyrics I know! 

Be prepared—these are folk songs, and the lyrics will vary from person to person, kingdom 

to kingdom, etcetera.  If your lyrics clash a bit—just laugh, and keep on going. That’s the 

same thing to do if you make a mistake while performing, by the way! 

Should I Accessorize? 

If you really enjoy bardic circles, there are a couple things you might consider 

bringing with you. Songbook(s,) whether printed out at home or borrowed from a bard, are 

nice to have. Consider getting a three-ring binder with sheet protectors. The nice thing about 

these is you can slip extra copies of songs in the pockets and give them away. You’ll also 

want a nice sturdy bag to carry the book(s) in. If you play a small instrument like a recorder, 

it’s nice to include pockets for these. And, although it’s best to memorize your songs or 

stories, bring a small battery-powered light to illuminate your pages if necessary.  

That’s a Lot to Remember! 

No worries. These are just suggestions. The most important thing to remember at a 

bardic circle is to have fun. If you do, the people around you are more likely to, and then 

everyone’s happy! 

Lastly, if you have any questions regarding bardic circles, storytelling, or bardic 

competitions, or if you want to learn a specific song or track down a specific song or story—

please don’t hesitate to ask me. You can find me on Facebook as Quillon Dayton, or email 

me at quillonflyingfox@gmail.com. I hope to see you soon at a bardic circle! 
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Barony of Tir Ysgithr 
Panjandrum 

Baron Simon and Baroness 

Magdalen   

Baron Simon: (520)-258-8389 cell  

Baroness Magdalen: (520)-258-8705 

cell or (520)-724-6946 work 

boarsheadbty@gmail.com 

Seneschal: Mistress Tigra MacKay of 

Marwode, O.P., (Karen Higgins), 

06/30/2016 (Warrant Pending), 

seneschal@btysca.org 

Seneschal Deputy: OPEN 

Seneschal Deputy: Lord Ronan 

MacHugh de Gerin, (Gerin 

Michael William McHugh) 

6/30/2016 (Warrant Pending), 

warrants@btysca.org  

Seneschal Emergency Deputy: 

Mistress Anya Sergeeva, O.L., 

(Anya Stickney) 06/30/2016 

(Warrant Pending), 

deputyseneschal@btysca.org 

Warrants Deputy: None 

Exchequer: Lady Aldontza Nafaira, (Renee 

Darling) 6/30/2016 (Warrant Pending), 

reeve@btysca.org 

Exchequer Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

Exchequer Deputy: Maria Isobel 

Falcon de la Sierra, 5/1/2016  

Exchequer Deputy: Samir Al 

Isbili, 11/14/2015 

Black Boar Pursuivant: Lord Seamus mac 

Riain (James Wilcox) 6/30/2016 (Warrant 

Pending), herald@btysca.org 

Black Boar Herald: Lord Rian O Tadgaian 

8/30/2015, herald@btysca.org 

Herald Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Chronicler: Ernín na Beag Caomhanach 

06/30/2016 (Warrant Pending), 

chronicler@btysca.org 

Chronicler Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Web Minister: Lady Aida Ysabella Lacarra 

de Navarra (Aida Lacarra) 6/30/2015, 

webminister@btysca.org 

Web Minister Emergency 

Deputy: OPEN 

Minister of Arts & Sciences: Quillon 

(Cuilleann) Hrafnskald/Jack Folly the Jester 

(Quillon Corbie Dayton), 04/1/2016, 

as@btysca.org 

A&S Emergency Deputy: 

Vicountess Victoria of the Vales 

of Barnsdale, O.L., O.P., 4/1/2016 

Scribe: Lady Gabriella LeFerve (Stephanie 

Parker) 06/30/2016 (Warrant 

Pending),  scribe@btysca.org 

Scribe Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Scribe Deputy: Lady Isabeau 

Vize (Tammie Chenoweth), 

1/1/2016 

mailto:boarsheadbty@gmail.com
mailto:seneschal@btysca.org
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Chatelaine: Lady Elizabeth de Rose (Dawn 

Phull), 02/29/2016 (Warrant Pending) 

Chatelaine Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Chatelaine, Demo Deputy: Lord Peleus of 

Crete (Travis Hungerford), 10/30/2015 

(Warrant Pending) 

Children's Minister: OPEN  

Children’s Minister Emergency 

Deputy: OPEN 

Social Media Officer: Berkedei Kokosara, 

05/31/2016 (Warrant Pending), 

berkedei@gmail.com 

Media Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Sheriff: OPEN 

Sheriff Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Regalia: Lord Ciaran Gallowglass (Russen 

MacDonald), 06/01/2016(Warrant Pending) 

Regalia Emergency Deputy: 

Master Jakob van Groningen 

(Jacob Stirler), 06/01/2016 

(Warrant Pending) 

List Mistress: Mistress Elaine O 

Llansteffan, OP (Elaine MacKenzie) 

8/30/2015, lists@btysca.org 

List Emergency Deputy: OPEN 

Waiver Secretary: Mistress Sely Bloxam, 

OP (Jerrine Bergman) 8/30/2015, 

waivers@btysca.org 

Waiver Emergency Deputy: 

OPEN 

Archery Marshal: Master Mederic de 

Chatellerault (Mark Crider), 1/31/2016, 

archery@btysca.org 

Archery Marshal Emergency 

Deputy: Lord Etgar Wit Acra 

(Scott Whitaker) (Warrant 

Pending) 

Heavy Combat Marshal: Lord Dughal 

Macoinnich (Dale Darling) 6/30/2016 

(Warrant Pending), marshal@btysca.org 

Heavy Combat Marshal 

Emergency Deputy: Lord Niall 

MacTaggart (Donovan Wagner), 

6/30/2016 (Warrant Pending) 

Rapier Marshal: Abu Razin babak Al 

Basir (Wayne O’connell) 6/30/2016 

(Warrant Pending), rapier@btysca.org 

Rapier Marshal Emergency 

Deputy: Lord Arion the Falcon 

(Bryan Almond), 6/30/2016 

(Warrant Pending) 

Youth Combat Marshal: OPEN 

youthmashal@btysca.org 

Youth Combat Emergency 

Deputy: OPEN  

mailto:lists@btysca.org
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Households of Tir Ysgithr 
Agni Vajra 

Lord Steffen le Stalkere 

lordsteffen@q.com   

Lady Danielle Delamare 

ladydanielle@q.com 

(520) 770-0737 

 
 

Clan Nightwolf 

Jonas Blackmane 

aka Sam Lawless 

lawlesscwi@hotmail.com 

520-282-2176 

 
 

Del la Roc  

Viscount Sir Justin du Roc, KSCA, O.L., 

O.P. 

swor378775@aol.com  

Viscountess Victoria of the Vales of 

Barnsdale, O.L., O.P.  

viscvictoria@aol.com 

 
 

Dragonwing Thunder 

Lady Mishia MacBain 

Lord Kendrick MacBain 

MishLady@gmail.com 

(520) 319-8817 
 

Druid's Keep 

Master Davan Inn Spaki called Gannd the 

Druid. O.L. 

thedruid2009@hotmail.com 

(520) 403-4898 
 

Eber Haur Landsknechts  

Lordship Jorg Frauschlagger  

cbelford@cox.net  

(520) 551-0531 
 

Falcon’s Eyrie 

Lord Loys LeFevre 

 bp0093@gmail.com 

 402-203-3355 
 

The Flying Sea Cow 

Captain Aonghus Na Dubh  

angusstewart2003@yahoo.com 

(520) 982-4030 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ladydanielle@q.com
mailto:swor378775@aol.com
mailto:viscvictoria@aol.com
mailto:MishLady@gmail.com
mailto:thedruid2009@hotmail.com
mailto:bp0093@gmail.com
mailto:angusstewart2003@yahoo.com
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House of the Red Dragons 

Lady Juliana MacLachlan 

Rusty_210@yahoo.com 

520-860-0414 

 
 

House of the Winged Feline  

Lady Cyneburga Thorisdohter 

Weatherwench@aol.com 

(520) 591-6030 

Hrafnheim 

HE Kniagnia Ian'ka Ivananovna zhena 

P'trovitsa, O.L.  

(Jennifer Nelson Kemp) 

lady.ianuk@gmail.com 

(520) 296-9817  

HG Duchess Asa Hrafnsdottir 

 (Candace Downard) 

duchessasa@gmail.com,  

  (520) 751-7982 

 
 

Kaos Thunder 

Varinn Inn Spaki 

Toddctruman@gmail.com 
 

Keg’s End 

Bannthegn Brighed O'Daire 

Thegn Sir Sean of the South  

sastin@gmail.com 

(520) 991-7506      

Sir Cosimo Orsini 

nphull@aol.com 

(317) 691-5711  

 
 

Petra's Army 

Sir Zhigmun' Czypsser 

zippydclown@hotmail.com 

(520) 661-7508 

 

Sable Millrind 

Sir Jakob van Groningen, KSCA, O.P.  

 jake@renstore.com 

 520-591-1319 

Mistress Dairine Mor O hUigin, O.L.  

 520-591-1327 
 

SIBOD 

Duke Sir Craven, KSCA, O.P.  

Duchess Elzbieta, O.P., O.D.  

cosmocraven@gmail 

 
 

Don’t see your Household or want to add 

your Household Device? Send an email 

to chronicler@btysca.org with household 

name, head(s) of household, an email, 

and a phone number. Please submit jpeg 

images.

mailto:Toddctruman@gmail.com
mailto:sastin@gmail.com
mailto:zippydclown@hotmail.com
mailto:jake@renstore.com
mailto:chronicler@btysca.org
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Artwork Credits: 

This month’s cover art is courtesy of Sir 

Brendan mac Artuir, KSCA, O.L. (Earl 

Billick). 

Highlands War photo by Mistress 

Grainne the Red, O.L. (Amber Shepard) 

Sword in the Stone is courtesy of m’Lord 

Gallant O’Driscole. (Bryan Rollins) 

Piggy and Piggy with Kite courtesy of 

Quillon (Cuilleann) Hrafnskald/Jack 

Folly the Jester (Quillon Corbie Dayton). 

Household devices were provided by the 

head of each household.  

The Tusker is always looking for new art 

for the interior, as well as guest artists for 

the cover. Contact: Lady Ernín na Beag 

Caomhanach. 

chronicler@btysca.org. 

 

Submissions 

Submission Deadline: 15th of the month 

before the cover date. Example: May 

15th for the June issue.  

 

Hardcopy: Articles should be 

typewritten in 10 point or larger font. If 

handwritten, please make it legible and 

include a telephone number. Artwork is 

best if the paper is 8.5" x 11" or smaller. 

Good quality photocopies are acceptable. 

Hardcopy submissions should be given 

directly to the Chronicler or Deputy 

Chronicler at events or fighter practice. 

 

 

 

Electronic: Articles submitted 

electronically may be in the body of 

email message or MS Word. Send to the 

Chronicler at chronicler@btysca.org. 

Scanned artwork should be scanned at 

600 dpi if they are printable size. They 

may be scanned at lower resolutions if 

they will be reduced. 

 

Editing: Articles will be edited for 

common spelling errors and formatting 

style. The rest is up to you! Articles may 

also be edited for space restrictions. 

Articles reprinted from Southwind will be 

edited for space and per SCA rules. 

 

Copy Distribution and Subscription 

Information 

We distribute physical copies of the 

Tusker Times at baronial fighter practice, 

baronial events and the monthly officer 

meeting. The full Tusker Times is 

available through the Tir Ysgithr email 

list. If you would like to make 

arrangements to pick up a full copy or 

multiple copies for your households, or if 

you have special requirements/needs 

(such as a large print version), please do 

not hesitate to contact the Chronicler.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chronicler@btysca.org
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Publication Information & Disclaimer 

August 2015 (Anno Societatus L) 

The Tusker Times is a publication of the 

Barony of Tir Ysgithr of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism, Inc. The Tusker 

Times is available twelve (12) times a 

year from the Baronial Chronicler, 

chronicler@btysca.org. It is not a 

corporate publication of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism, Inc., and does not 

delineate SCA policies. Copyright © 

2015, Society for Creative Anachronism, 

Inc. 

 

Reprinting: All contents of these pages 

belong to the authors, artists, musicians, 

and other credited persons. If no person is 

credited they belong to the Barony of Tir 

Ysgithr. Use of the content without 

permission of the owners may result in 

liability for infringement of copyright and 

other actions. All rights are reserved and 

will be enforced. For information on 

reprinting articles and/or artwork from 

this publication contact the Chronicler; 

who will assist you in contacting the 

original creator of the piece. Please 

respect the legal rights of our 

contributors.  

Staff 

Chronicler: Lady  Ernín na Beag 

Caomhanach (Torii Gardiner) 

chronicler@btysca.org 
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August Events 
Fighter Practice  4th  

Arts in the Park  4th 

Scriptorium  5th 

Archery Practice  8th 

Fighter Practice  11th  

Populace Meeting  8th  

Art at Aasni’s  13th 

Fun, Casual Bardic  14th  

Archery Practice  15th 

Fighter Practice (melee) 18th   

Scriptorium  19th 

Heraldry Hut  21st   

Fighter Practice (Court) 25th 

A&S Class  26th  

Cooks Guild  26th 

St. Felix Fighter Practice 27th 

 
September Events 

Fighter Practice  1st   

Arts in the Park  1st 

Scriptorium  2nd  

St. Felix Fighter Practice 3rd  

Fighter Practice   8th  

Populace Meeting  9th   

Art at Aasni’s  10th  

St. Felix Fighter Practice 10th 

Archery Practice  12th 

Knight Light Tournament 15th 

Scriptorium  16th  

St. Felix Fighter Practice 17th 

Heraldry Hut  18th  

Fighter Practice  22nd   

A&S Class  23rd   

Cooks Guild  23rd   

St. Felix Fighter Practice 24th  

Archery Practice  26th  

Fighter Practice   29th 

 
October Events 

St. Felix Fighter Practice 1st  

Fighter Practice  6th  

Arts in the Park  6th 

Scriptorium  7th  

Art at Aasni’s  8th 

St. Felix Fighter Practice 8th  

Fighter Practice  13th  

Populace Meeting  14th  

St. Felix Fighter Practice 15th  
 

Heraldry Hut  16th    

Fighter Practice (melee) 20th   

Scriptorium  21st  

Dragon’s Hoard      24th & 25th   

Fighter Practice  25th 

A&S Class  28th   

Cooks Guild  26th 

St. Felix Fighter Practice 27th 

Southern Crusades   Nov. 12th -16th 


